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|  JOMN "EDGAR HOOVER 


| & ae x 
DIRECTOR . : o ae 
some ‘ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, Ba. Cd. 
August 21, 1941 


PFK:lem 


ee, \cal 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. P. E. FOXW 


Re: MARGUERITE HARRISON. 


Pursuant to the Director's request, there 


aes i is submitted herewith a memorandum containing  saees . 


omvcnsirmarresnmenerenneincenrn 
veo / 


“p of the information in the files regarding Marguerite 
‘Harrison. It will be noted that | for the data 


contained in Who's Who there is no information available 


a. 
as to subject!s whereabouts: since 1923. 


Respectfully, 


Re P. Kramer 


Mr. 
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CHC: LL . 
ON epeD gust 235 2943 AIR MAIL 
| \ RECORDED. ee SPECIAL, DELIVERY 
ae SbO-YOIG§-/ | " 
Speéial. Agent in Charge 
: Los Angeles,’ California 
| 
% ° Ret MAROUERITE HARRISON 
Vey Dear Sir: ee 


I am tranemitting herewith copies of a memorandum dated Pee 


It will be noted from the information contained in thia 
memorandum that Marguerite Harrison has in the past engaged in very 
Significant activities. I am advised thet. she ie currently engaged 
in making speeches throughout Southern California with regard to the 
advantages of furnishing immediate and direct, aid to Rusela. It 


is reported that this woman, who is alleged to be residing in Los 


3 


&S Angeles, California, has during tho recent past conducted many 
f s. lectures and talke, possibly on behalf of foreign principals, the - 


nature of her activities indicating that she may be a paid agent 
thereof, : ores — 

_in view of the nature of this individual's activities and . 
the significance with regard thereto, I am completely unable to under- 
stand why your office has not recently furnished tho Bureau information 
in this connection. It will be noted from the memorandum that the 
Bureau has no information in its files whatsoever relative to the 
reeent. whereabouts or activities of Marguerite Harrisen, I desire an 

' immediate explanation from you in connection with this matter, 


ALLL, fo 


You are instructed te effect appropriate arrangements im-_ 

Mr. towon mediately whereby information concerning the activities of this 

McA tm person may be obtained in a most discrect manner, and your office 
_and the Bureau kept thereafter advised in the premises, 


tate. Foxworth Ag 


Mr. Clegs | 


mere ear 


eet _ Very truly yours, 


gD! | COMMUNICATIONS. SEGtiOn 


f 


ee # . ] a a 

Foye | John Edgar: Hoover - 
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August @l, 1941, concerning the above named individual, iat 


PEK: lem 


August 21, 1941 


RE: MARGUERITE HARRISON 


fhe 1940-41 edition. of WHO'S WHO IW AMERICA 
containg the following information regarding. Marguerite 
Harrison: \ 


OHARRI SON, Marguerite, author; bd. Baltinore, Md.; 
4a. Bernard 3. "and Hligabeth Elton (Livesey) Baker} 
ad. St. Timothy Sch... Catoneville, M@.; m. Thomas - 
Bullitt Harrison; of Baltimore, 1902 (died 1915); 
m. 24, Arthur M. Bleke, 1926. ‘Began ae reporter on 
Bal timore Sun, 1916; newspaper corr. with A,2.F., 
in France, 1918; in Germany: 8 mos., following 
Armistice, later in Polané and Russia; lectured in 
U.S. , 1921-22 and winter, 1924-25; made motion 
picture entitled "Grass," 1923-24, Club: Women's 
City (New York). Author: Merooned in Moscow, 19213. 
Unfinished Stories from Russian Prisons, 1923; Red 
| Bear or Yellow Dragon, 1924; Asta Reborn, 1928; Go : 
West--Go Wise, 1930; Saints Run Mad, 1934,8 , 


The following extract from WIRELESS NEWS of 
January 7, 192%, was received from the State Department: 


Wo Wiegand, Berlin. MOSCOW, January 4 
"A, ‘The data given by the Extraordinary Commission in 


regard to the case of Mre. Harrison, the Associated 
Presse Correspondent, who is in prison in Moscow, are 


as follows = 
Mr. Totson os 
Mr. A. Tamm - Mre. Harrison has been a professional spy since 
a ' May, 1917, when she entered the service of the | 
(Foxworth Department of Justice, Baitimore Section. Later she | 
"mr. Gtavia was. transferred to the Military Intelligence and | 
Mare tads under instructions from that Department, in tne 
Me, WlehoIs of a Newepaper Correspondent, she wget Vea Ee lank , 104-7 
Mr. Rosen Switzerland, Belgium, Germany and Lithuania. She. : 
Mr. Gerson arrived in Russian territory in December, 1919, #ith”' ae wie a 
vt Wir. Drayton uz ” C : i y : { 
ats OPI a5 
Mir. Quinn Tamm : aS 2 
Mr. Monden se 7 IE @ oTR "OP rp 
a 4 3 1073 ra 
Biss Gandy 
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tthe aid of the American Embassy st Warsaw, and 
of the Polish military authorities. She was _ 
arrested at Moscow shortly after her arrival. 
Zealigsing the seriousness of the situation and 
considering the evidence againet her as a 
military and political spy, she confessed 
everything. She offered information and future 
services to the Soviet Government, She gave the 
Extraordinary Commission a list of British and 
American spies in Russia and their connections 
with counter-revolutionary organizations in | 
Russia. Also to some extent (she is) responsible 
/ ‘for the fact (7 that pereits of entry into) Ruseta 

were not granted because of the information she 
gave regarding their connection with secret organ- 
izations. As agent of the Soviets, she de : 
responsible for the arrest of *any of her compatriots. 
In some cases she gave correct information, in 
others absolutely false. As a logical conclusion,. 
her double existence led to her own arrest. To the 
Second query, why Americans are not released With 

 *‘British, the answer is that the British Government 
has an agreement with the Soviet Government concern- 
‘Ang the exchange of prisoners, while the American 
Government has no such agreement, * 


A memorandum in the file dated March 22, 1922, 
states that the Bureau has never been able to obtain direct 
information regarding Mrs. Harrison's connection with one 
of the intelligence departments of thie government but that 
it hae always been assumed that she was in the employ of the 
mLitesy. Intelligence Division ef the War Department. (62-67-4) 

_ On September 23, 1921, Mre, Harrison was schedulea 
to speak at a meéting at the Pennsylvania Hotel, Hew York 
City, held under the auspices of the New York Commi ttes for 
Russian Relief, but she was unable to attend this moeting, 
Other speakers at the mesting included Lewie 8. Gannett, 
editor of the Nation, and Louise Bryant, vife of John Reed. 

(Bureau Section 202600=2593~1 ) 
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In September, 1921, Margaret Harrison made a 
report to the Secretary of State on her trip to Russia. 
In this report she advocated the de facto recognition of 
Raseia by all of the great powers. (61-16-18) 


In December, 1921, Mrs. Harrison was interviewed 
by Special Agent George J. Sterr of the New York Office. 
She advised him that she had been approached by Walter Liggett 
ef Minnesota who desired that she and Senator Prance of 


_ Maryland go on @ tour for the Russian Red Cross. The tour 


vas to be under the direction of Dr. D. H. Dubroweky. In 
connection with this tour, Mrs. Harrison offered to furnish 
information which she might secure on the trip to the 
Bureau. She stated that she was in close touch with all 
prominent radicals. She further advised Agent Starr that 


she had been in close teuch with Mr. W. b. Hurley of the 


State Department and that all of her activities since 
returning. to the United States had been with the consent ii 


_ the Stete Department. (62-670-4) 


On December 31, 1921, Hrs. Harrison epoke at a meeting 


_- in Minneapolice, Winnesota, held under the auspices of the 


American Committee for Ruesian Famine Relief. In her address 
she spoke of the need for food, clothing and relief supplies in 
general in Ruseia. She said that her imprisonment in Russia by 


“the Soviet Government was justified since she was in that 


country without permission and had violated certain rules, She 


said that the treatment of the prisoners hy the Russian Government 


was humane and. She spoke in @ laudatory manner of the Soviet 
Government. 


Here, Harrison also spoke at Milwaukee, Vicconsia, on: 
Janeayy 1, 1922, at which time she stated that. she was not a 


. Soedaliet and. that she was net in sympathy with the Socialist , 
Party. She stated that there were "no people on the face of the 


earth more deserving of our help and money than the Russian 
peasant, and I believe we should trade with Russia." 


On January 3, 1922, she spoke at a neeting in Arcadia 
Hell, Detroit, Michigan, held under the auspices of the American 


Conimi ttee for RSuselan ‘Famine Relief. Senator Joseph I. Prance 


of Maryland, whe had also recently visited Russia, was another 
apeaker at the meeting, (61-34-12) 


Ne 
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Franeis Raleton Welsh, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by 
letter dated February 20, 1922, advised that Marguerite Harrison, 
"a Red" of Baltimore, Maryland, had delivered an address at. Bryn 
Mawr College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a short time before. 

He observed thet this school had become one of the centers of 
Red. propaganda. — O/: -/ES-3 4) 


On. larch 32, 1922, Mrs. Harrison delivered: &@ speech at . 
Arlington Hall, New York City. She was introduced by Albert 
Rhys Williams as a writer for the Associated Press and as. having 
been in Russia during the second stage of the Russian Revolutions. 
Mrs. Harrison explained that she had been in Russia for about two 
years: and that she did not blame the Soviet Government for - 
throwing her inte prison as she had no business in Ruséia and that 


they had told her to keep out. of the country. She further explained . 


that she did not believe in the Marx ideas or Communism and that. 
she was opposed te the principles ag.and would never believe 

in them. However, she stated that she believed the Soviet Govern~ 
ment would live and function and build itself up more. powerfully, 
At this. meeting she was. asked the following question. “Ie it 
true that you are a Secret Service Agent. of the United States om 
Government?” Much talk hag been heard on this subject: amo | 
the comrades here, they claiming that you went to Russis:-a 


spy for the United Sta 8 Government, France and England. erst 
you please explain whether this is true?” Mrs, Harrison. then 
remarked, "Yes; » and of E oibnd too." | ZI- —# | 

eh oh f 670 


The monthly General Intelligence Report of Special Agent 
de T, Flournoy, Washington, D. C., dated May 16, 1922, reflects | 
that: Mrs. Harrison, a former Associated Press correspondent who ~ 
had been a prisoner in Russia for ten months, spoke before the: 
University Club,. Washington, D. ¢., on May 27 » 1922, In her 


‘speech she stated that. the Red Army-was not a Communist Army but.’ 


for the: most part was made up of the members of the: old Monarchist 


army. “She stated that they were in the Army éither because of =’... 


vhetr spirit of nationalism or because they were paid soldiers. 
> CGe. © 
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The report of Special Agent Edward P. Morse, San 

Freneisce, dated August. 26, 1922, on the general Japanese situs 
ation in the Sen Francisco District reflects that according to 
information from Tokyo a sensation in official circles followed 
the publication there on August 24, 1922, of charges that 
Marguerite Harrison was a Soviet spy. The officiale had received 
her with all courtesy. and had invited her to their homes, She 

- had been writing pro-Japanese articles for the "Chugal," a 
leading commercial paper from Siberia. (6 302-45) 


According to a Weekly inteliAgence Report from the 
Seattle Office for the week ending December 23, 1922, Russian 
officiale at Moscow, Russia, said that the arrest at. Chita, Far 
Eastern Republic, of irs. Marguerite Harrison, an American 
magagine writer, was under investigation and that she would 
‘probably be deported by way of a Pacific port. It was asserted 
that when Mrs, Harrison left Moscow the year before, she signed | 
papers agreeing never to return to Russia. The Moscow officials 
were of the opinion that she was arrested fn congequence of 
violation of them. G (- 30-7¢') a 


A memorandum in the file regarding Sidney Hillman 
dated July 26, 1939, states that Marguerite E. Harrison. was one 
of the members of the American Civil Liberties Union. who. eub- 
geribed to stock in the Russian-American trial Gorporation 
in.1922. The memorandum stated that Sidney Hillman was President 
and that Jacob $. Petefsky was Secretary-Treasurer. The .organi- 
gation. had sent. out a prospectus to its followers: stating that. it 
had obtained a concession from the Bolshevik Governnent. and was 
offering its’ stock at ten dollars per share. (6 (— ia la ae) 


An editorial which. appeared in the January 19, 4923, 
issue of the Hashington Evening Star stated that lirs. Margaret 
& Harrison of Baltimore was in prison in Mostow, Russia, The 
editorial. stated that, 


#1it is probable that. she will egain be expelled although 
under the Russian law shed; jibe” a& severer penalty 
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Nfor reentering the country atter being turned out. Her — 
travele in Nongolis, Manchuria and China at a critica] 
time for the Soviets caused much suspicion among the 
authorities here who regarded tires. Harrison as a poli+ 
tical agent," (61-45-60) 


According to the March 24, 1923, issue of the New York 
Evening Telegram, Mres Marguerite Harrison, a magagine writer ,was 
detained by the Soviet Government as an American spy for ten months 
after her first. arrest in 1921 and again for three monthe during 
the past winter. Upon her return to this country Mrs. Harrison 
made complimentery statements regarding the Soviet Government and 
stated thet after al1 of her experienges. in Russia, she: wanted 
to go back if she was ever given permission. She stated that the 
best thing for all concerned would be for the United States to 


_ Fecognize Rusoia, (62.- 69 7). 


the Weekly Intelligence Report of Acting spoeten Agent in€ harge 
He L. Scott, Seattle, Washington, dated June 305.1923, states that 
the Russian daily paper "Zaria" on May 13, 1923, disclosed that 
Mies Marguarette Harrison, an American newspaperwoman and a spy 
twice arrested in Russia, had published.a confession that ehe 
was an American Seoret Service Agent of tha Department of: Justice 
and that. she was working against Russia and Germany. a 6(—~ 3o-/ 2¢) 


_ A letter dated Nay 4, 1925, from the Acting President, 

Boards of Parolg advises that’ on that date the parolecase of 

one Margaret, Harrison was submitted to the, Attorney General: The 
letter states that she wae convicted in the District of Columbia 

of violating the | ot of December 17, 1914, and sentenced October 225. 
1923, to a term: of tio years in the Stark County Workhouse,. 
Canton\, Ohio.. It. ie impossible to positively identify this person 
as being identical with the subject although the letter was | 

placed in the main file of Marguerite Harrisons . (62-670-6) 


——«. ae 
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XL 2 
,  - Federal Bureau of Investigation \ 
United States Department of Justice — 


Los Angeles, California 
August 28, 1941 


; “on 
al ‘Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 

x Washington, D. C. 

a i Cost, 

Re: MARGUERITE HARRISON, alias Mrs, Arthur M. Blake. 
' INTERNAL SECURITY - R, CP. 


Ul 


13 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated reer 23, 1941, 
transmitting copies of a memorandum dated August 21, 1941, concerning 
a he the above named individual, who was described in reference letter only- 
ly as MARGUERI TE HARRISON. ; 

Kindly be advised that the name of this individual has never ~ 
appeared in any Communist Party publication or leaflet in the Southern 
California area as having been connected with any Communist Party 
activity. She is not known to have been active in this field to any 
of the confidential informants who are thoroughly familiar with 
Communist Party activities in this area. The reference transmittals 
fail to reflect that she has been active in the Los Angeles area. 


¢ MARGUERITE HARRISON is undoubtedly identical with the 
MARGUERITE HARRISON who resides at 1329 North Formosa Avenue, Hollywood: 
‘California, telephone Hillside 4087. She is the wife of a moving picture 
actor by the name of ARTHUR M<ABLAKZ, who also resides at that address. 
By way of identification, the ‘photograph of ARTHUR M. BLAKE appears in 
the 1941 issue of the Players' Directory, page 185. This directory 
reflects that the agent of ARTHUR M. BLAKE is Hallam Cooley Agency, 
with DEVMY ‘LAMSON as an associate, telephone Crestview 5-6161. 


It is felt that should MARGUERITE HARRISON have. been active 
in the Communist Party, her identity would have become known before 
this to the Los Angeles Division Office. In the. Hollywood motion 
picture field, we understand that there are numerous small groups 
or home meetings where expressions result sometimes, pertaining to 

_ ideologies with which the Bureau is concerned on investigations. 


2.30 


S -3F 
7-105 


From the history of MARGUERITS HARRISON, as is reflected 
in the reference enclosures, she undoubtedly should be the subject 
of an investigation, and therefore investigative file has been opened 
- on MARGUERITS HARRISON to uae mother she could possibly be an 
agent. " a ei) ae principal. 


phew - 
A eas 
9 


COPIES DESTROYED 
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Director -2- August 28, 1941 
Re: Marguerite Harrison, wa. 
Internal Security - R, CP. 


In April 1936, there was a eae nee in San Francisco 
connected with the "Humanist Society of Friends", This MARGARET HARRISON 
was ah observer to the. convention of the "California. State. Conference _ 
Against War and Fascism" in 1936 at San Francisco. This same person in 
1938 was connected with -the- People’ s World Sustaining Fund of Alameda, 
California, and she was mentioned in the People's World issue of 
December 22, 1938, and again in the People's World of January 25, 1939, 
as having collected $2.50 for the People's World Sustaining Fund at 
Oakland, California. It is not known at present whether she is identical 
with the MARGUERIT# HARRISON of the instant subject matter. 


Very truly yours, 


+ A areemtentnaemmenneny 


« Be. HOOD 
Special Agent in Charge 


AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY 


DWM: KH 
62-2163 


ec San Francisco 


San Diego 
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JKM: BK September 9, 1941 


Special Agent in Charge 


Dear Sir: 


4 


Reference ia made to the Letter. dated August 28, 
1941, addressed to me by the Los Angeles Field OfLisé, copies 
of which were designated to your’. office, concerning the cap- 
tioned individual. For the completion of your file, I an: 
‘trenani tting herewith tro ‘copies of the memorandum dated 


. August 21, 1941, sumaarising data in the Bureau's files con= 


cerning Marguerite Harrison who was referred to in eee first 
paragraph of the reference letter. 


It is my desire that you contact General Van Deman- 
and advise him confidentially concerning this background in- 
formation relative to Marguerite Harrison. 


It is also desired that the Los Angéles Office pro- | 
ceed discreetly with the investigation referred to in my letter 
ef August 23, 1041. It is particularly suggested that a deter~ 
mination be made as to whether the individuals referred to in 
the Los Angeles letter dated August 28, 1941, are. identical 
with the subject. of the memorxv‘enduma dated August 21, 1941. 


Very truly yours, © 


Or fF 
_ *) 6 John Edgar Hoover 
—_ ‘< e pirectar 


at SOHARATRICATIONS SECTION | 
MAILED 


SEpy'9 “yg4t- 


. Pt 
FEDERAL BUREAULOF*TfIVESTIGAR ox” 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OFHUSHE! 


te te 
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August 21, 1941 


, Re: MARGUERITE HARRISON 


The 1940-41 edition of WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA contains the 3 
following information regarding Marguerite Harrison: ‘ 


"HARRISON, Marguerite, author; b. Baltimore, Md.; 
d. Bernard N. and Elizabeth Elton (Livezey) Baker; ed. 
St. Timothy Sch., Catonsville, Md.; m. Thomas Bullitt 
Harrison, of Baltimore, 1902 (died 1915); m. 2d, Arthur 
M. Blake, 1926. Began as reporter on Baltimore Suny. 
1916; newspaper corr. with A.E.F., in France, 1918; in “se, 
Germany 8 mos., following Armistice, later in Poland and mY 
Russia; lectured in U.S., 1921-22. and winter, 1924-25; as Ah 
made motion picture entitled "Grass", 1923-24. Club: a 
Women's City (New York). Author: Marooned in Moscow, 
1921; Unfinished Stories. from Russian Prisons, 1923; 
Red Bear or Yellow Dragon, 19243 Asia Reborn, 19283; Go _ 
West—Go Wise, 1930; Saints Run Mad, 1934." ° 


oe as , 2 i 


The following extract from WIRELESS NEWS of January 7, 


1921, was received from the. State. Department: 


"TO Wiegand, Berlin. . MOSCOW, January 4. 


"A. The data given by the Extraordinary Commission in 
Tegard to the case of Mrs. Harrison, the Associated 
‘Press Correspondent, who is in prison in Moscow, are 
as follows - . : es 


Mrs. Harrison has been a professional spy since | 
May, 1917, when. she entered the service of the Depart- 
~~ ment of Justice, Baltimore Section. Later she was. | 
eee transferred to the Military Intelligence and under. 
Mr rower ————-« instructions from that Department, in the guise of a 


Mr. Glavin 


~~~ Newspaper Correspondent, she visited England, Switzer- \ 


stamrewaomersce nance 


Mr I2tt nweeomm Land, Belgium, Germany end Lithuania. She 
Me Nichole omen arrived in Russian territory in December.,_1919,. with 


tat tee ae TSE TEES,” 
Mr, Reser . 
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wt "the aid of the American Enbassy at Warsaw, and of the 
Polish military authorities. She was arrested at Moscow 
shortly after her arrival. Realizing the seriousness of 
the situation and considering the evidence against her as 
a military and political spy, she confessed everything. 
She offered information and future services to the Soviet 
Government. She gave the Extraordinary Commission a list 
of British and American spies in Russia and their con- 
nections with counter-revolutionary organizations in 
Russia. Also to some extent (she is) responsible for the 
fact (? that permits of entry into) Russia were not granted 
24 because of the information she gave regarding their con=- - 
| nection with secret organizations. As agent of the Soviets, A 
she is responsible for the arrest of many of her com-. .. 
patriots. In some cases: she gave correct information, in 
others,absolutely false. As.a logical conclusion,, he 
double existence led to her ow. arrest... To the ‘se a 
' query, why Americans are not’ released with British, the 
answer is that the British Government has an: agreement 
with the Soviet Government..concerning the exchange: of . ° . 
prisoners, while the American Government has.no such. . 
agreement." , , : 


A memorandum in the file dated March 22, 1922, states; 
that the Bureau has never been ablé to obtain direct information. 
regarding Mrs. Harrison's connection with one“of the intelligence . we 
departments of this government but that it has always been assumed ; 
that she was in the employ of the Military Intelligence Division 
of the War Department. . ea Ge , 

: On September 23, 1921, Mrs. Harrison was scheduled to 

speak at a meeting at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City, held 
under the auspices of the New York Committee for Russian Relief, . but 
she was unable to attend this meeting. Other speakers at the meeting 
included Lewis S. Gannett, editor of the Nation, and Louise Bryant, 
wife of John Reed, ee he 8 ; rs a a 


: In September, 1921, Margaret Harrison made a report to the 
Secretary of State on her trip to Russia. In this. report she advocated 
the de facto recognition of Russia by all of the great powers... 


In December, 1921, Mrs. Harrison was interviewed by Special 
‘Agent George J. Starr of the New York Office. She advised him that 
she had been approached by Walter Liggett of Minnesota who desired 


ie il 
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that she and Senator France of Maryland go on a tour for the Russian 

Red Cross. The tour was to be under the direction of Dri D. H. 
Dubrowsky. In connection with this tour, Mrs. Harrison offered to 
furnish information which she might secure on the trip to the Bureau. 

She stated that she was in close touch with all prominent radicals. 

She further advised Agent Starr that she had been in close touch with 
Mr. W. L. Hurley of the State Department and that all of her activities — 
since returning to the United: States had been. with the Songent of the 
State is Naar 


~ On December 31, 1921, Mrs. Harrison. spoke at a nestle th 

pase. Minnesota, held: under. the auspices of the American Com= 
“mittee for Russian Famine Relief. In her address she spoke of the’ - 

need for. food, clothing and relief. supplies in general in Russia. 

She said that her imprisonment: in Russia by the Soviet ‘Government was 

justified since she was in that eountry without permission and had 

violated certain rules. She ‘said, that the treatment of the prisoners 

by the Russian Government was humane and she spoke in a SSBUB RORY 

manner of the Soviet Government « oe ot 


Ps Mrs. Harrison also spoke at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on 

ie January 1, 1922, at which time she stated that she was not a Socialist 
i and that she was not in sympathy with the Socialist Party. She stated 
that there were "no people on the face of the earth more deserving of 
our help and money than the Russian peasant, and TI believe we ‘should 
trade with Russia." ' 


on January 3, 1922, she spoke at a meeting in Arcadia Hall, 
Detroit, Michigan, held under the auspices of the American Committee 
for Russian Famine Réelief.. Senator Joseph I. France of Maryland, who. 
had also recently visited Russia, was another speaker at the meeting. 


Francis Ralston Welsh, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by detter 
dated February 20, 1922, advised that Marguerite Harrison, "a Red" of 
Baltimore, Maryland, had delivered an address at Bryn Mawr College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a short time before. He observed that 
this school had become.one of the centers of Red propaganda. 


_ on March 12, 1922, Mrs. Harrison delivered a speech at 

_ _ Arlington Hall, New York City. She was introduced by Albert Rhys 
Williams‘as a writer for the Associated Press and as having been in 
Russia during the second stage of the Russian Revolution. Mrs. 
Harrison explained that she had been in Russia for about two years | 
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and that she did not blame the Soviet Government for throwing her. 
into prison as she had no business in Russia and that they had told 
her to keep out of the country. ‘She further explained that she did 
not believe in the Marx ideas or Communism and that she was opposed 
to the principles and would never believe. in them. However, she — 
stated ‘that she believed the Soviet Government would live and function 
and build itself ‘up more powerfully. At this meeting she was asked 
the following question: "Is it true that you are a Seeret Service . 
Agent of the United States Government? Much talk has been heard on 
this subject amongst the comrades here, they claiming that you went 
to Russia as a spy for the United States Government, France and 
England. Will you please explain ‘whether this is true? Mrs... Harri- 
son ‘then remarked, "Yes, and of Poland too." | me 


“os ? The monthly General. Intelligericé Report of Special Agent 
J. T, Flournoy, Washington, D. ¢., dated May 16, 1922, reflects. that 
Mrs. Harrison, a former AssociatedPress correspondent who had. been 
a prisoner in Russia ‘for ten months, spoke before the University Club, 
Washington, D. C.;' on May 27,1922. In her speech she stated that the 
Red Army was not a Communist Army but for the most part was made up 
. of the members of the~old Monarchist Army. She stated that they were 
in the Army “either because of their spirit of nationalism 6r because 
they were paid soldiers, iu, se. eel, a — a 


: _ The report-of special Agent Edward P. Morse, San Francisco, 
dated August 26, 1922, én the general Japanese situation in the San 
Francisco District reflects that according to information from Tokyo 
4 sensation in official circles followed the publication there on. 
August 24, 1922,:' of charges that Marguerite Harrison was.a Soviet | 
spy. The officials had received her with all courtesy and hed invited 
her to their homes. Shé had been writing pro-Japanese articles for 
the "Chugal", a leading commercial paper from Siberia, : 


According to a Weekly Intelligence Report from. the Seattle 
Office for the week ending December 23, 1922, Russian officials at 
Moscow, Russia, said that the arrest at Chita, Far Eastern Republic, 
of Mrs. Marguerite Harrison, an American magazine writer, was under . ¥ 
investigation and that she. would probably be deported by way of a 
: Pacific port. It was asserted that when Mrs. Harrison left Moscow. 
the year before, she signed papers agreeing never to return to Russias. 
The Moscow officials were of the opinion that she was arrested in 


consequence of violation of then. 


¢ 


__, _A memorandum in'the file regarding Sidney Hillman dated 
July 26, 1939, states that Marguerite E. Harrison was one of the ~ 
members of the. American Civil Liberties Union who subscribed to stock 
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in the Russian-American Industrial Corporation in 1922. The memorandum \ 
stated that Sidney Hillman was President and that Jacob S. Petofsky , 

was Secretary-Treasurer. The organization had sent out a prospectus to 

its followers stating that it had obtained a concession from the 

Bolshevik Government and was ere its stock at. ten dollars per 

share. 


* An editorial which appeared in the January ‘19, 1923 issue 
of the Washington Evening Star stated that Mra. Margaret E. Harrison 
of Baltimore was in prison in Moscow, Russia. The editorial stated 
that, 


Wit. is probable that she will again be expelled although 
under the. Russian law she is liable to a severer penalty 

for reentering the country after being tumed out. Her. 
travels in Mongolia, Manchuria and China at a critical time _ 
for the Soviets caused much ‘suspicion among the authorities 
here who regarded Mrs. Harrison as a political agent." 


5 - According to the March 2h,’ 1923 ieous of the New York becies 
“Telegram, Mrs. Marguerite Harrison, a. magazine writer, was' detained by 
the. Soviet Government as an American spy for ten months after her first — 
arrest in 1921 and again for three months during the past winter. Upon . 
her return to this country Mrs. Harrison made complimentary statements 
regarding. the Soviet Government and stated that after all of her exper- 
iences in Russia,. she wanted. to go back if she was ever given permission. 
She stated that the best thing for all concerned would be oer the United | 
States to recognize Russia. 


The Weekly Intelligence Report of Acting sieeial Agent in 
Charge H. L. Scott, Seattle, Washington, dated June 30, 1923, states 
‘that the Russian daily paper "Zaria" on May 13, 1923, disclosed that 
Miss Marguarette Harrison, an American newspaperwoman and a spy twice 
arrested in Russia, had published a confession that she was an Ameri- 
an Secret Service Agent of the Department of Justice and that she was 
working. against Russia and Germany « ; 


lant 


: 


A letter dated May 4s 1925, from the Reine! Preaidéns, _ 
Boards of Parole, advises that on that date the parole case of one 
_ Margaret Harrison was submitted to the Attorney General. ‘The letter 
states that she was convicted in the District of Columbia’ of violating 
the Act of December 17,.1914, and sentenced October 12, 1923, to a 
term of two years in the Stark County Workhouse, Canton, Ohio. It is 
impossible to positively identify this person as being identical with 
the subject although ‘the letter was placed in the main file of Marguerite 
Harrison. 
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‘ Seneral Burean of Investigation | 

f United States Department of Justice | 

Poa _ San Diego, California 

7 p Ce October 22, 1941. | 
Director 4 

Federal Bureau of Investigation i | 

Washington, D. Co £ 


RE: ssanmenae wameean 


SB 


Reference -is' ‘made to Bureau lettersto the San 
Diego Field Office dated September 9 and October 18, 1941, 
j Bureau File Number 100= 


As reque 


; Bureau letter of September 9, 
1941, General R. H.¥ was confidentially advised 
concerning the backgr ‘of MARGUERITE HARRISON as it 
appears in the Bureau memorandum dated August 21, 1941. 


Very truly yours, 


iin itll! 


H. NATHAN 
Special Agent in pis 


FCDsiej 

100“1807 . s 

cc «-Los Angeles tee 
% . i 


gmc kh 
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lye | (EEE ee 1 3 OCT 27 1941 | 
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Dear Sirs _ ee -# 


~ ‘To: 


Transmit the following message tors: 


fir. TOison - 
Mire £.&, Tam 
Mr. Clegge 

Mr, Foawerth: 
fir. Glavin 7 


Mr. Lads 


z 
Ey 


*. Michols 
\ Mr. Rasen 
wr. Carson 


_ Mr. Brayton 


2 


Y. Qiinn Tamm 
Mr. tenden -- 


re Tracy 


‘3 


“Miss Gandy 


J |. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAy —— 
_ UNITED STATES: DEPARTMENT OF JUST SCE a | 


g Kf: BK 
100-40298 - 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


NOVEMBER 3 194). 


sac, SAN DIEGO 
LOS ANGELES 


“wanctiantt HARRISON INTERNAL 8 SECURITY. COMPLY WITH MY LETTER DATED 
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five, DOLE bP INVESTGATER 
B.A DEPARTRENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNIGATIONS SeiTive 
NOV 4 1941 


TELETYPE 


FBI SAN D ii-4-41 11-10 AM EJ JEC 
DIRECTOR d ! 
RETEL MARGUERITE HARESHtEX HARRISON, INTERNAL SECURITY. NOTE | 


LETTER FROM THIS OFFICE OCTOBER TWENTWO. AND avis ANY FURTHER 


ACTION DESIRED BY SAN DIEGO. 


NATHAN 
END 
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arrested, 


‘seen nor heard from subject since she 
left Paris to go to Russia in 1919, 
He doubts that she gave the Russian 


FEDERAL BUREAU /OF INVESTIGATION | 
Form No. 1 
_ THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ANGELES, CALIFORNEA: FILE No. 1001807 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
: j WHICH MADE ; 
-SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA | 1le24~41 vs [ssa F. C. DORWART FCD:dls 
TITLE O mo CHARACTER OF CASE 
MARGUERITE ELTON HARRISON BAKER BLAKE, « 
alias Mareuert te Harrison . INTERNAL SECURITY . 
ji - SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: i ; aan q . 
Major General Ro H VAN} first. 
va met subject at the"timejof’ the Peace 
on Conference in Paris following the 
Al Armistice, she being one of the accredited 
es correspondents from the. United States, ~ . 
At her own request she was sent from. s 
Paris to Berlin in 1919 and later in’ the Gi ee 
same year entered Russia where she was 3 = 
General VAN DEMAN has not, 7 = 


Government. information which led to : 
the arrest of her compatriots. es & 
+ RUC ~ r 
te 
REFERENCE: Bureau letter to San Phege dated. me ue 
Tee as 9, 1941. . 
ye . Bureau letter to San Diego dated October 
, mG Apa. (100=40298) og 
to < - cy 
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U, S, GOV SRNMENT PRINTING OFFIOE 
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DETAILS: §  AT.SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 2 


p '/.- By letter dated September 9, 1941, the | 
Bureau transmitted to the San Diego Field Division two / 
copies of a memorandum dated August 21, 1941, which 
summarized the data in Bureau files concerning MARGUERITE 
HARRISON, and requested that General’ VAN DEMAN be con 
fidentially advised concerning this background information 
relative to MARGUERITE HARRISON. This matter was brought ., 
to the attention of General VAN DEMAN immediately there 
afterg ; a 

Referenced Bureau letter dated October 18, 
1941 requested that the Bureau be immediately advised as 
to the action taken in this case and as to its present - : 
status, and by letter dated October 22, 1941, the Burean:’ : 
was advised that this matter had been brought to the atten= ; 
tion of Major General VAN DEMAN, ~ ~~ 


_...'_ The. referenced report of Special Agent ' 
Se Re RUSSO contained an undeveloped lead for the San 
Diego Office to interview General VAN DEMAN for the 
- purpose of developing any information he might have relative 
to subversive activities or tendencies on the part of subjects 


General VAN DEMAN was interviewed by report~ 
ing Agent on November 18, 1941 and he advised that he first: 
met MARGUERITE HARRISON after the Armistice of World War One 
and during the time that the Peace Conference was being 
organized in Parise He stated that’ correspondents of 
various American newspapers who were accredited by the 
State Department. had to report to him and that in this way 

“he. became acquainted with MARGUERITE HARRISON, He stated 
| that he cannot recall the exact circumstances, but he 
believes that she mist have. been brought to his attention 
. by someone and he believes that she had previously done 
some work for MoI.D. or the State Department in the United 
States. In any event, he stated that she offered to be of . ’ 
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any service which she could and he asked her to pay 
particular attention to some of the correspondents. of whom 
he was somewhat doubtful and asked her to be present at all 
of the meetings of these correspondents, He stated that 
she did this work of her. ow volition and was not employed 
at that time’ by M.1.De 


General VAN DEMAN continued that by happenstance 
she was in his office when he was discussing the seh etl 
of having someone go to Berlin and that she offered to 
perform the duties necessitating this trip and was thereupon 
sent to Berlin, being very successful in completing the work 
requested. of her-and at this time she was sent by M.I.D. 

He stated that she thereafter reported to him verbally on 

‘ gonditions in Berlin and probably made a written report to 
M.I.D. in Washington regarding the Bolshevik uprising in 1919 
in. Berline 


. General VAN DEMAN stated ‘that a short time 
: thereafter MARGUERITE HARRISON advised him that she wished 
) to be sent to Russia and he strongly recommended against 
; her going, but she finally made it clear that she was going 
ac” anyway. .and that being the case, M.I.D. arranged for her 
entrance into Russia, He stated that following her entrance 
into Russia, she would.make reports to M.I.Ds directly in 
Washington but that he has not seen or heard from her 
directly since that time, although she.has appeared in San: 
Diego on Beye re occasions and talked before Civic Groupes “ 


; General VAN DEMAN in commenting on the informa 

‘tion contained in the Bureau memorandum stated that he was 

\ positive that MARGUERITE HARRISON had arrived in Russian 

territory prior to December, 1919, He also stated that he 
doubted very much that she had ever furnished information to 
the Russian authorities regarding her compatriots in Russia 
which led to their arrest, pointing out that the memorandun . 
states that "she was arrested at Moscow shortly after her 
arrival," and thereafter stating that "As agent of the 
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"Soviets, she is ; responsible for the arrest of many of 

her compatriots. In some cases she gave. correct informa= 
tion and in others absolutely false. As.a legical con» 
clusion, her double existence led to her own arrests" 

that is, in one place indicating that she was arrested 
shortly after her. arrival in Russia and in the other indica= 
ting that it was following her giving of some correct and 
some false information concerning her a ee which led 
to cher arreste — a 


‘General VAN DEMAN stated that he could make no 
stetenent as to whether subject might now be acting as an 
Agent for the Soviet Government inasmuch as he had not seen 
or heard from her since 1919 and since she had married an 
Englishman of whom he knows nothing, He stated that in her 
writings it has always appeared rather strange to him that 
she has never shown any animosity or recohinunt towards . 
the Russians who. imprisoned here 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~ 
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bee BE & Say j Pihe  yg 
ecues pene OF INVESTIGATION 
os Form No. 1 . ‘ . ‘ : : 
THIS CASE ek eel ear vials LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA FILE NO. 6252163 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE "peRio ROE . ° REPORT MADE BY . 
Los Angeles,California 11-441 sojanss Ss» R. RUSSO Mch' 
TITLE ; = ™ : ”) CHARACTER OF CASE 
MARGUERITE ELTON HARRISON BAKER BLAKE, 
alias MargueritS“Harrisons = | INTERNAL SECURITY. 


Subject, adventuress, professional travelers: 
and author, reported Agent for U.S, MID 
immediately following World War; arrested as 
' political spy in Moskow, 1921, imprisoned for 
ten months, at which time she confessed and ~ 
offered her services, and provided list of 
the British and American spies then in Russia 
together with their connections with counter’ 
revolutionary organizations. Subject reported= ? 
ly became agent for Soviet, responsible for arrest 
of compatriots. Subject later released through 
intervention of Hoover Relief Administration. 
)Subject then traveled and wrote extensively, | 
} '. . returning to Russia 1923 when she was again im- ys 
a a ore prisoned for a period of three months. Upon eee ee 
return to United States, subject was publicly out- Nyy 
spoken in praise of Soviet Union, expressing 
desire to return if permitted by U.S.S.R. JMail 
cover placed. Credit check reveals subject claim® 
British citizenship, refusing details of travels = 
. end finances. Check at Registry of Voters nega- 5 
iN tive. Morgue of "LOS ANGELES TIMES" Newspapers tei 
“yl and indexes of lds ‘Angeles’ Public Library che ieee 2 
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Details: 


. This investigation is based upon receipt of reference 
letter from the Bureau, dated August 23, 1941, transmitting a memorandum 
concerning the subject, This memorandum reflects that the subject is 
mentioned in the 1940-41 Edition of"WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA" and the information 
contained in that elie regarding subject “is set forth as follows: 


"HARRISON, MARGUERITE, author; be. Baltimore, Md.3; 
d. BERNARD Ne and ELIZABETH ELTON: (LIVEZEY) BAKER; 
ed. ST. TIMOTHY SCH., Catonsville, Md.; m. THOMAS 
BULLITT HARRISON, of Baltimore, 1902 (died 1915); 
m. 2d, ARTHUR M, BLAKE, 1926. Began as reporter on. 
Baltimore Sun, 1916; newspaper corr. with A. BE. F., 
in France, 1918; in Germany 8 mosey. following 
Armistice, later in Poland and Russia; lectured in 
U. 8.4 1921-22 and winter, 1924-25; made motion: 
picture entitled "GRASS? 1923-24. Clubs Women's. 
City (New York), Author: Marooned in Moscow, 1921; 
. Unfinished Stories from Russian Prisons, 1923; Rea 
' Bear or,Yellow Dragon, 1924; Asia Reborn, 1928; Go 
West=-Go Wise, 1930; Saints Run mad, 1934," 


f oie r 
This: memorandum further contained an extract from > 


"WIRELESS NEWS"of January 7, 1921, as received from. the State Department}: this - 


extract characterized the subject as "A professional spy since May 1917, when 
she entered the service.of the Department of Justice, Baltimore Sections" 


It is further refledted that ‘the subject was transferred 


to the Military Intelligence and traveled extensively visiting England and, 


Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, Lithuania, and Russia, in the guise of a news< 
paper correspondent, The subject arrived in Russian territory December 19195 
end was arrested . shortly sherestter in Moskows | 


= It was further reflected that "Realizing the seriousness 
of this situation and considering the evidence against her as a military and 
political spy, she confessed everything." Subject is further stated to have 


offered information in future service to the Soviet Government; to have provided 


them with a list of American and British spies then in Russia, together with 
their connections with counter=revolutionary organizations in that Country. 
She. became an agent for the USSR and as such was responsible for the arrest | 
of many of her compatriots, The information she gave was in some instances 
correct ene in other instances was false, / 
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This | memorandum further reflects that the subject was 
interviewed by Special. Agent JOHN J. STARR of the New York Field Division, 
in 1921, at which _time,, she advised him she had been approached by MRe 
WALTERILIGGETT of Minnesota, who desired that. she and Senaton/FRANCE ‘of 
Maryland go on-a tour for the Russian Red Cross, under the direction of 
DRe D. He DUBROWSKY, She then offered her services in. imparting any 
information which came - to her attention during this tour, ‘She further 
advised Agent STARR that she had been in close contact with the State 

“Departments and that all of her activities since returning to the United 
States would be with the consent of the State Department. 


‘ auspices of theX ricer Committee. for Russian. Famine Relief, in 
Minneapolis, Min: tis during which address ; she spoke of tHe need for 
food, clothing and relief supplies in general in Russia. At this time 
she justified her imprisonment in Russia, stating that she was there with-= 
out permission and had violated certain rules. She further stated that 
prisoners were well treated by the Russian Government, and she’ generally 
spoke ae a lauditory manner of the USSR. 


< On December 31, 1921, the subject spoke under the 
e 


Again on January 1, 1922, she spoke saying that there 
were "no people on the face of the corte more deserving of our help and 
money than the Russian. peasants were." 


The memorandum urther stated that a memorandum on file 
' regarding SIDNEY HILLMAN, dated July 26, 1939, stated the subject was one 
of the members of the American Civil Liberties Union, who subscribed to 
stock in the Russian-American Industrial Corporation in 1922, which 
corporation claimed to have obtained a concession from the Bol shevik 
Governnent. . ‘ 


re Baitorial: appearing in. the January 19, 1923 issue of 
the Washington Evening Star indicated subject was again a prisoner in Moskow. 
and stated that. "It is probable that she will again be expelled al though 
under the Russian law she was liablé to a severer penalty for reentering 
the Country after being turned out. Her travels in Mongolia, Manchuria and 
‘China at a critical time for the Soviets caused much suSpicion among the 
authorities here who regarded MRS ISON as a political agent." 
A 

A statement espearine in this memorandum advises. that - 

an article appearing in the March 24, 1923 Edition of the "NEW YORK EVENING 
TELEGRAM" described the subject as a magazine writer who was detained by 
the Soviet Government as an American spy for ten months after her first 
arrest in 1921 and again for three months a2 1923. It was further stated 


es that upon her return to this Country, subject made complimentary statements 
Eat regarding the Soviet Government and stated that after all her experiences 
in Russia she wanted to go back if she was ever given pernission,s 
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On August 28, 1941, Reporting Agent contacted MR. FRED W, 
BEETSON, Executive Vice-President of the Association of Motion Picture 
Producers, 5504 Hollywood Blvd. telephone Gladstone 6111 who advised that 
f the subject is married to ARTHUR BLAKE, free-lance character actor; that 
of she was residing at 1329 North Hermosa Avenue, Los Angeles, California, 


The records of the Retail Merchants Credit Association _ 
refledted that. ARTHUR BLAKE was married to MARGUERITE E. BAKER who resided 
at Apartment 209, 5611 Carlton Way, Los Angeles. MR, BLAKE is described in 
this report as being 65 years of age (1939) ana it. was indicated that he ~ 
‘had formerly resided in London and Paris” Hig occupation was given as free+ 
lance actor and writer. The report further indicated that. BLAKE and the 
subject claimed to be British subjects although they declined to give further 
details relative to. their travels and finances, with the result that no credit 
record was established, It was noted that. ARTHUR BLAKE banks at the Citizens 
Bank on Hollywood Blvd., and maintains a balance of between $500. and $1000, © 


: Oi October 27, 194), a mail cover was requested of the Los 
Angeles Post Office, but to. date no reports have been forthcomings. fa 


: On October 30, 1941, Reporting Agent searched the files of 

the Morgue of the "LOS ANGELES TIMES" Newspaper, where an article appearing 
in a column entitled "THE LEE-SIDE" by LEE SHIPPEY reflected that the subject 

. was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland, was a society reporter.on the 
Baltimore paper in 1915, which paper was then edited by FRANK KENT, During 
the war the State of Baltimore sent the subject to France to display motion - 
pictures of Maryland to the Maryland Troups in France, thus bringing to them 
pictures of their-homes, families and loved ones. This article further .. 
indicated that the subject spoke German fluently and "she also has made her» = 
self valuable to the Intelligence Departnent," This article reflected that 
the subject was sent to Germany and Russia to make confidential reports on: 
conditions existing ‘there. It is stated that it took the subject weeks. to get 
to Moskow, and in order to do so she had to go to the border and make friends 
with the Red Army Outposts there. This article states that she marched with 
them (Red Army) and, saw what they did and how it was affecting the people. The 
article stated she finally reached Moskow where she was & newspaper corre spon- 
dent for six months sending out radiograms which for a time were the only: . : 
press releases coming out of Moskow. At this time she was also sending out 
confidential reports, was caught and was imprisoned, Subject characterized 
her imprisonment by stating "it was a:most interesting experience for most 

of the best people of Russia were there." She stayed in prison a year until 

the Hoover Relief Administration secured her release, according to this 
article, .This article. further reflected that she came home and wrote "MAROONED 
IN MOSKOW" which-was published in 1922, She then went to Angora with MARION 

. COOPER and secured data for "GRASS", so-called "motion picture classic," which 
was produced in 1925. This article then described her travels as carrying her 
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into the far East, namely Japati, China and Manchuria, and/stated that 
she went wherever things were most exciting and ultimately saw the end 
of Imperial savas in Vladivostok when the last White Russians "hauled 
down their flag." Subject then returned to Russia and was soon arrested 
again. She spent three more months in a Russian prison finally emerging 
and returning to America and writing another book entitled "RED BEAR OR 
YELLOW DRAGON." In short, this article described suf}ject's life as one 
so filled with adventure that RICHARD HALIBURTON nig well stand aside. 


On October 30, 1941, Reporting Age t checked subject's 
name through the records on file at the Registry off Voters, with negative 

' results, from which it is concluded that the subje¢t has not voted or 
affiliated herself with any political party. 


On October 30, 1941, Reporting 
name through the indexes on file at the Los 
it was ascertained the subject has written the 


ent searched subject's 
es Public Library, where 
ollowing books: 


ASIA REBORN = New York and London, Harper Bros., 1928; 
TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN of THE DISSOLUTE YEARS, BY EDUARD STUCKEN; 
MAROONED IN MOSKOW - George H. Doran Compayiy, New York, 1921; 

RED BEAR OR YELLOW DRAGON = George H. Dor Co. ew York, 1924; 
THERE'S. ALWAYS “TOMORROW. ~ Harper & RhinehArd, 1935; 

GO WEST ~ GO WISE = Harper & Rhinehard, 


Reporting Agent thumbed/through the book entitled "THERE'S 
ALWAYS TOMORROW" which is characterized jas follows: "The Story of a Checkered 
Life." This volume reflects that the subject was born at Baltimore, Maryland, 
the daughter of a prominent Baltimore family, named. ELTON, It was further 
reflected that during and after the World War, subject reported to Colonel 
VAN DIEMAN, Chief of Intelligence of the AEF, 


On. August, Reporting Agent contacted Confidential 
National Defense Informant who provided substantially the same 
information as the. foregoing; and upon a recontact of said informant on 
October 30, 1941, informant advised that he would continue ANYSSETEe TsO : 
of his files and records relative to subjects 
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? UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


Will interview General fan \Diemen, Chief of Intelligence of the AEF, 

who has already been confidentially advised concerning the background 

of the subject, with a view toward déveloping any information he may have 
relative to- gubversive activities tendencies. on the part of subject. 


’ 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION | 


At Washington, D. Co 
Will check with the State. 
to, the subject's passpor ‘record and travels. 


epartment and obtain full information relative 
Da 


Will check subsequent 4tizenship standing. 


Will wochack the fi es of the State Department for fore up-to-date 
and current information concerning the subjects ~ 


Will report results of the mail cover in the instant case. 


- Will conduct discreet neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of 
5611 Carlton Way. 


Will. monitor subject's benk accounts 


Will continue investigation along established lLinese 
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ur. Re Be Hood a pam a : 
Special Agent. in Gare < ; 
Federal Bureau of Tnvestigatin 
U. S- Department of Justice ~ i 
900 Security Building = 8 _— 3 
Los Angeles, California .§. ah ae { ~ 
eee : aes _ \ . | 
Re: MARQUERITE ELTON HARRISON BAKER BLAKE fo a 
alias Marguerite Harrison Fe a i 
INTERNAL ‘SECURITY -¢ ge 
oa of ae 
Dear Sir: ee! 4S A 
vA va 


Tt sent you a Letter. under date of November 26, v 
1941 designated as "Personal", advising that I desired 


compliance with my i requests in this case without — 
ee delay. 


T desire an inmediate apiecstcn from you 
personally for your failure to comply with that letter. 
I will not accept the circumstances which have arisen — 
since December 7, 1941 as an excuse since you obviously 


= had more than enough time to have handled the matter 
| prior to then. : 
| i AGO) Very truly yours, 
i —«DECLASSIFIG 
| ON ae. ff 
tir. Tefacn Jonn Edgar Hoover 
i Po g. : Taam Director : 
Me. Glavin oem 
ae Nichols SER ee ; . ; ; 
tao | COMMUNICATIONS SECTIGN ln ore 
. Rosen M A i LL E OD \ £ a? 
- Carson EB al a 
» Goffey as a4 aia 12 1944 
. Mendon 
Helleman P. M. fs 
ae — REAU OF IRYESTIGAT ON Sn fi 
NPs eNO SR cis reg gu OF JUSTICE a: é aN an 
a Nease ; . iY ad _ 
"iiss Gandy ee al “7 
A Ee nero a ETO ee a ee oe | Se a ea ee 
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Mass 
E 


? 
/ JKM: BK ee 8 : . 
econ ee = November 10, 1941 ; cs. LJ) 


Special Agent in Cree 
Los. ‘Angelen, California 


Res sassrenatiy ios HARRISON BAKER BLAKE, 
alias MARGUERITE HARRISON; 
Internal Security - ¢ 


Dear Sir: 


Please refer to; ny Letters dated september 9, 194%: 
and October 18, 1941 and my wire dated November 3, 1941 in: ‘thie 
captioned matter. I have the report of Special Agent S- Re. i 

s Russo dated November 4,. 1941, which is presumably supposed to 
be in answer to the aforementioned communications. 


I -do hot consider: ‘this report compliance © with ny re= :. = 
quest. It is merely a rehash of the information I furnished 
you in the summary. memorandum transmitted with my letter of — , ‘ 
September 9, 1941, with the addition of the results of the check 
of some record sources. Your five page report could have been 
“reduced to one page had you not summarized the material furnished : | 
you by the Bureau which obviously the Bureau already had, thus | 
saving the time of the stenographer. Had the Agent spent the | 
time it took him to summarize the memorandum and dictate from it, | 
he might have accomplished some worthwhile investigative results. 


As stated hereinbefore, I will not accept the reference 
report as compliance with my instructions in this case, and 
accordingly, I want you to go over it with the Agent, have some— ; 
actual investigation performed, and a report prepared and sub- 
mitted to the Bureau not later than ten days from the date you. 
Soe receive this letter of instructions. 


COMMUNICATIONS ce STO N 
MAI! LED / 


Mr. Tolsow 


Mr. Siesa 


Very truly yours, 


Mr. Glavin 


Mr. Ladd 


Mir, Kickols 


tar. Tracy 


bi ieee 6 oe\... NOV. 10 1941) 


ar, Carson 


Director 
s : P.M. 


EDERAL Gunner a re 
oe U.S. DEPARTMERT GF NS 


ar, He Mowas —— ee ey een Se 
Me, Qalon Tamm ALL ah 225, TAI NED .. 


Mp. Nease : HERE EIN is UNG “ay if. Belo. 
Miss Gemdy - mint 


Bie. Cotfey ce INVEST! 


Mr. Readon 


i mas DATE 


en é 
age eS oe 
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November 26, 1941 


PERSONAL 


_ Special Agent in Charge 
Los ata California © 


Re: | “MARGUERITE ELTON HARRISON BAKER BLAKE, 
alias Marguerite Harrison; 
INTERNAL. SECURITY -C¢ 


bed Sir: 


: This will ackgigeledse receipt of your letter 
datied November 17, ee which refers to my letter of 
November 10, 1941. oe ; 


; Your’ commminetion: offers no acceptable reason 
for your failure to: comply with my instructions. If the 
agent originally assigned to this. case is not available 
to handle it, reassign it immediately and submit the 
desired information. 


Mr, Lada 
Mr, Nichots 


Bir. Yracy 


Mir. Roser 
Mr, Carson 
tar, Coffey 
3 

Mir. Nendea 


Mr. Hostoman - 
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Please understand that I desire compliance 
with my aeneneee epee without. further delay. 


. Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 


Director 


esate s jase oN 


N 


ce is ~ e 
Be Ee aod C | 
- oak ‘& Say <s ae r pose 
Se : 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Unttend States Department of Justice 


Los Angeles, California 
’ November 17, 1941 


iv. Hendon ._.. 
. Hobtiowan 
h Mr. Quinn Tamm... 


Mr. Nease....2. 222. 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


i Miss Gandy 


Wiles 0 te. 
gy 


Dear Sir: , O ; 
- Re: MARGUERITE poe el ious BAKER BLAKE, 
alias Marguerite Harrison; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


‘Reference is made to your letter of November 10, 
1941 (100-40298) directing that a report in the above 
Captained matter be submitted not later neen ten days from 
the date of receipt thereof, 


Please bé advised that the agent to whom this 
case is assigned is presently engaged upon a full time 
surveillance. The report will be submitted to you as expedi- 
tiously as possible under present existing circumstances. 


. Very truly yours, 


R. Be HOOD & ~ 


SRR:EEG ‘Special Agent in Charge 
62-2163 


ES DESTROYED. 


- DEC 10794 
| _US, DEPARIMEN GF justice er 
10 & RE 
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; : 7 j co as : SS = 
/ heer: ; Sn : : a *S A) 
7 A _JOHN EDGAR HOOVER © e ae ° 7 eA ores a ir Totson 1 ee 
: DIRECTOR 3 ‘ ae : 
. A . a, ‘Mie. B.A, Tamm 
cg Boro . . 
d RN 


‘Hederal Bureaw of Investigation se th ee 
United States Department of Justice Kn 


Mr. Glavin 
tr. Ledd 


Washington, B. C. . Mr. Nichols 


| 


fir. Rosen 


_ October 22, 1941 ‘ ee ae ee 
CHC: LL : i ies 


100-40298 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


fir. Hendon 


tr. Coftey 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HE. A. T 


Mr. Harbo ’ 


Tele, Room 


oO 
Re: MARGUERITE HARRISON, alias 
Mrs. Arthur MO Blake 
i INTERNAL SECURITY - R, CP 


Tour Room 


Mr. Nease 
Me. Tracy 
Miss Beahm 


Paiss Gandy 


You requested me.to ascertain why the Los Angeles office es 
was not followed up with regard to this matter since August 23, 
1941, it being recalled that by letter of that date the Los Angeles 
office was asked for an explanation as to why it had not previously 


furnished information to the Bureau concerning Marguerite. Harrison's rl 

activities, being also requested to institute immediately an investi- - aft 

gation with regard to this woman and her activities. uu 
The Files Section was completely in error in advising you iQ 4 


that the letter from the Bureau to Los Angeles dated August 23, 1941, 
was the latest serial in this. file, inasmich as the Los Angeles OP ETC Oy 
by letter dated August 28, 1941, replied, the reply being attached. oes 


The Bureau, by letter dated Séntenber 9; 1941, to the San r 
Diego office, with copies indicated for the Los Angeles office, fur- 
nished background information concerning this matter to the San Diego 
office and requested a contact with General Van Deman as to what, if 
any, information might be available concerning the background and 
activities of Marguerite Harrison.- 


S. _ No further information has been received from either the 
uw Los Angeles or the San Diego divisions, and the Bureau, by letter 
dated October 18, 1941, to the San Diego office, with copies to Los 
Angeles, a yellow of which is attached, inquired as to the status 
of this investigation in those offices. 


a Ae i: Wooe, 


“We will continue to follow this matter up very closely. 


yj tn. pRespec 
\ RECORDED” 


attacinents Gy) 


6 DEC 31 1941” 
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S 


“ 
.| Form No.1 


REPORT MADE AT 


_|L0$ ANGELES, CALIFORNIA |. 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF’ INVESTIGATION 


‘FILE NO. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNZA 


DATE WHEN MADE 


iain FOR REPORT MADE BY 


? 


62=2163 


TITLE 


MARGUERITE ELTON 
aye alias Marguerit 


° 730 ela 
12/13/10. iy 4/30 9278s | K. A. VOSBURGH! GLp 
a Ae, sa = 
SON BAKER BLAKE, CHARACTER: OF CASE 


arrison | ; ws INTERNAL SECURITY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:. 


7 


. ' 
7 


‘Subject asserted strongly pro-British 
“in public statements of past 1-1/2 - 
yearse European trip, summer 1939 to 
dictator states noted;: subsequent” 
trip throughout Canada in 1940,. allegedly | 


to "collect material", 


supposedly for 


books and lectures. 


ay or acting as enemy agent. 
_ to be continued. 

me ~P- 
= = 
ee gS 
5 ee Og 
at Qa © a 

REFERENCE: == .Burgad@letter dated 8/23/Ide 

o Report. of 6f Special. Agent S. R. RUSSO, 
==Bu weau, epee dated 11/10/41... 


Paes 


ARDENER, Apartment house manager , 


period of five years, 1934 to 1939. 


v 


No evidence subject 
in position to commit subversive acts 
Investigation 


; “Angeles, advised the writer that she was well’ acquainted. with the Subject, #f . 
| due to the fact that the Subject had lived at this apartinent house for a 


De 1) S08 by a) Ae, 


| Mrs. GARDENER qualified her comment by ostat 
cnet Hereet se personal friend of the Sub» A Ah 


Los Angeles: 1 /h/ : 


wt Vere 
3 ~5611 Carlton Way, Los 


ating. that she did not aa 
Me matter of business: & 
house» and, at the 


9 involved with any occu 
SPECIAL AGENT 
) IN CHARGE 


pray 
APPROVED e 


PT ae 
DO NOT WRITE HN: THESE SPACES “. 


j00-Lo. ay (i Toe 


COPIES OF THIS iS eoong it 


: GS Bureau 
: 2 San Diego. 

2 Washington Field 
2 Baltimore 


iy 


| + 2 Los Angeles ia ee p> ¥ ye 
NL COPIES DESTROYED “7-2 
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Decisis) °C 


/ 8 3POORDED, key Pro * 


_ for a five-year period, and th, 


fe We Res , ; ea ; ; 

same time, felt it her duty to. be pleasant to everyone there. She did state. 
that she had been particularly interested in the Subject, whom she had ob- 
served with great curiosity for a number of years because of her striking 
characteristics and personality, and. so felt that she: knew her extremely 
well. 


re stating that the Subject and her husband, 
» with a small dog, occupied apartment 209 
during this time their sole support consisted 
of two days work which Mr. BLAKE had as a film actor and a. subsequent two 
weeks period as a stock actor-in the Pasadena Play House, and the Subject's 


Mrs. GARDENER continu 
the onetime film actor, <ARTH 


earnings as a professional lecturer and author. The Informant recalled that 


Mr. BLAKE was the recipient, during this time, of a pension which she believed 
arose through a ..quasi participation in the’ Spanish American War. Her recol- 
lection was that this pension was about $70 to $72 dollars a month and she. 
remembered having taken some of the checks in payment of the rent. 


The Informant described these’ people as “living very meagerly 6 on, the 


combined income of the pension and the Subject's earnings as a lecturer and 


author. She stated, however, that they lived with some show of dignity, and 
seemed to enjoy pleasant pence and respectable enough friends. She could 


‘ not recall offhand who rato tothe.apartment to visit, the. Subject with 
the exception of BASIL ‘ROBE PAYTON and ISH. The Inform 
ant. at this point obsér, A a she a%d-not-Fecall any Well known (to her) 


Communists of the film colony calling - on nue Sala ieee 


The Informant, observed that the Subject was a woman about 55 years. 
old when she was staying in her apartment She described her as being of 
‘striking. appearance, having an erect carriage, a well modulated and strong 


[> speaking voice, a vivacious manner, and a distinguished appearance with her 


.grey hair and-thin features. The Informant continued by saying that she had 
heard the Subject lecture several times and discuss her writings and travels; 
that the Subject made an unusually good impression on a critical audience 
because of her better than average ability as a platform speaker. The 
Informant observed that in the five year period, during which the BLAKEs . 
stayed in the apartment, that she knew the Subject to treat her husband, 
ARTHUR BLAKE, with contempt.and cruelty. The Informant described this by 


commenting that. BLAKE himself was inclined to be a bit fatuous and common- ie 


place, and his wife was. so keen intellectually that she. often made him the . 
butt of sarcasm and vitreous tirades. The Informant stated that at one time 
during the five year.-period, when the Subject's dog became involved with 

that of a neighbor, a lady about eighty years old, the Subject had reached 
out.and separated the-animals in a "perfect fury" and had struck the old 

lady, knocking her to the ground. The Informant continued her observations 

by stating that Mrs. BLAKE was a woman- who she felt was. much above the average 
in intelligence and one who was. also unscrupulous and unethical. She recalled 
the Subject as having one day slammed the door in a visitor's face, stating ~~ 


. that she had observed enough of the visitor's arrival to realize that the 


Subject did not know who she was and hearing that the visitor allegedly wanted 
to ask the Subject some question or other about a lecture; that the Subject 
slammed the door in the visitor's face, stating that she could not be troubled 


~2— . K 
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ys 


with every Tom, Dick, and Harry cluttering up her apartment and asking foolish 
questions. | | | a7 oS a 
It is observed by the writer that the Informant appeared to be per= 8 
ae -fectly dispassionate in her comments about the Subject. She did not appear — fe 
‘| to have had any trouble with the Subject as a tenant, nor did she appear to - =o 
oe be venting any spite at the Subject's expense. ”' ee 
The Informant impressed the Agent as being a woman of rather 

acute observation and a person with a good standard of conduct and manners. 
The Informant frankly stated that she disliked the Subject, for she considered 
her to be unscrupulous and unethical and had felt for months. that the Subject’ 
had been involved in something ofa subversive character and Informant com- 
mented that she had recently discussed with her husband, who was of the same 
opinion as herself, the advisability of calling the’ Bureau and asking that 
| the Subject be investigated, but hesitated to do this since she, the Informant, 
: e realized that she had no concrete facts that would serve as evidence and a 
hesitated to make a complaint which the Bureau might feel was based’ on "womanly | 
intuition". <r a . a ed 


me ‘The Informant stated that. on May 3, 1939, the Subject and her husband 
ji left for Europe and returned to this country and to the apartment on November ' 
: 7s, 1939, | A ~_ 7 


The Informant stated that she had never been in any disagreement - 
with the Subject at any time, the latter appearing to sense: some instinctive 
_ antagonism, sometimes would appear to justify her actions by speaking rather 
more freely about~her goings and comings than she did to anyone else in the 
fd “houses The Informant said that she was surprised that these people would be 
going to Europe, knowing how obviously pressed ina financial ‘way they had» 
‘ been for so many years, and she recalled that the Subject told: her that thef — : 
i'trip was'to "gather material" for a new book and to sell off some of the - | 
furnishings of the Subject's home in France. It is not clear whether this 
‘chateau in France was the property of the Subject or of her husband, but it 
would appear that one of them owned a dwelling near Tours, France. 
The Informant advised that the Subject stated, upon her return,, ~ . ; 
that she had sold off all of the furnishings of this house, incidental to 


their trip to Europe. 


; ra ve The Subject had described the itinerary of this trip as, going throug’ 
- Germany, France, Spain, Italy, and Czechoslovakia. Upon discreet questioning 
~ by the Informant, the Subject admitted that, despite the fact that her husband | 
was an Englishman, and an English Citizen, that they had not visited the 
British Isles, but spent most of their time on the Continent, principally in 
the dictator states. 7 a a aaa : 
. ee : an Aa ee . 
_’ The Informant had some knowledge of the Subject's early background, 
‘Having read her biography. She stated that for years these people had owned 
an old Plymouth car that was constantly in disrepair, but that suddenly, upon 


a 3 
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their decision to go to Europe, got a-much better car and even took it with 
them on their trip to Europe, which) together with the itinerary of the trip, 
was a very. suspicious ciroumstances , : 


The Informant commented that the Subject . returned to the United 
‘States just before the outbreak of hostilities. in Europe, and that upon their 
‘Lreturn, these people appeared to be rather more affluent than at any other 
time they had been in the house. She commented upon the fact that the Subject 
‘had brought back with her two or three Swiss clocks and other articles of. 
_ |value.. The Informant stated that the Subject's scale of living’ also generally 
‘Lappeared to go up and that these people entertained more and lived better. ‘ 
_ She stated that they were in the house, however, only a couple of weeks after 
their return from their trip to Europe when they took another lca 


The Informant was particularly ‘struck with the effort the Subject 
made, in talking to her about this European trip, to impress the Informant . 
about her personal political. beliefs. The Informant commented that the 
Subject was a staunch supporter of Great Britain and the British foreign 
policy, and went out of her way to talk with her about it and seemed to be 
trying to impress upon the Informant that this trip actually fortified her 
in her English sympathies. It was the. Informant's comment that she had neve 
_mentioned the itinerary of the Subject's trip one way or another, but in 
spite of that the Subject went "all out" to try to convince her of her English 
and American sympathies upon her return.from abroad. The Informant could not 
‘ 4 understand why, after having lived with this woman for five years and never - 
having been exposed to a deluge of this sort, she should resort to it under 
these circumstances. : 


a 
P Sancdeed with all that his wife said, and appeared to agree with her opin 


Bia and beliefs. 


In view. of ‘the Bureau's desire that investigation be conducted in. 
a most discreet manner, it.was not deemed advisable to contact any of the. 
other persons on the premises, who were stated by Mrse cee to be more. 
or less friendly with the ‘Subject and. her husband. 


Mre Ro GARDENER; who was present during part ‘of the interview, a 


It was learned that the Subjectts literary re wan one ee ene 
of Hollywood, California, but Mrse GARDENER stressed the fact that Mrse MORTON 
was well known as being unable to Pere’ a confidential inquiry. Accordingly 
the Agent did not’ contact : her. 


ures y 7SOLAMON, - 1317 North Formosa hens: Los Angeles, confirmed i 
: the fact that the’ Subject and her husband had resided at 1329 North Formosa ; 
Avenue since November of 1939. . She stated that the Subject paid $60 a nonth | 
rent for a very small apartment, and she- early admitted that ‘she was very © 
friendly with the Subject and her husband and considered them charming and 
thoroughly American people. Mrs" SOLAMON “observed that Mr. BLAKE had not . 
been employed:in any sense during the time he was “theres~ She did know, how= 
' ever, that he received a pension and she stated that she believed it was 
$60 or $70 a month. She stated that these people lived in a quiet, refined 
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and pleasant life; that Mrs. BLAKE made their combined saving with the 
exception of the’ pension, by lecturing and by writing books. She stated | 
that she had been to some of the Subject's lectures. She could not recall 
offhand what visitors these people had, but finally, appreciating the 

. character of the. interview, she volunteered to ‘keep track of the Subjectts 
visitors insofar as she was able, and expressed her readiness to talk with © 
an Agent at any time in the future. Mrse SOLAMON commented that the Subject 
and her husband had taken a trip ‘through Canada, which she recalled went 
practically the breadth of Canada, going from the westcoast, through the 
principal cities, Ottawa, Montreal, and Quebec, and returning by the United 
States. She stated that on‘this trip Mr. BLAKE did all of the driving and 
that these people had had an accident in which BLAKE was seriously injured, 

- but that he was presently recovered from this injury. Mrse SOLAMON observed 

' that both BLAKE and his wife played bridge and she believed they played for 
rather good stakes and were rather clever at: cards, particularly when they - 
pPeves together. 


e, It was noted that this same observation was made by Mrs. GARDENER, | 
Xe Xwino was of the opinion that they sometimes eked out their meagre income by 
* their card skill, although both ladies were quick to observe that BLAKE and 


; ee jihis wife were not card sharps in any sense of the word, but pamply. "always — 
DSS i Loleres together", 


< It is noted that a ColoneMHOLLIDAY Peusiaa) reputed to have: 

~ 9 been a, longtime friend of Mrs. BLAKE, was wont to call,upon her both when 

YN she lived in the previous apartment and while she has been Staying at her 

& \ present location. ‘This man’was described by Mrs. GARDENER as a staunch . ~ 

&\, American, a member of the A. E.F. and the Army of Occupation in France, and 

{> presently retired fran the Army to a farm somewhere in Maryland. Although 

ma conceded an admirer of Mrs. BLAKE, this man was stated by Mrs. GARDENER to 

“Ss have become "thoroughly disgusted. with MARGARET since her return from that © 

_ trip to Europe." Mrs. GARDENER believes that the Colonel referred to the 
Subject*s pronounced: English views, but stated she would not make any comment 
at all, being only slightly acquainted with HOLLIDAY. 

Mr. Li G, f[ALLIDAY, British Vice Consul, Los Angeles, California, 

advised that he was socially acquainted with Mrs». BLAKE and in fact had 
recently heard her ‘speak to the British United Service Organization upon invita- 

_ tion. HALLIDAY stated that this woman was not connected with the Consulate 

’ in any way, Hor was she an Agent for the British Government in any .sense, but 
he freely conceded that her outspoken statements in favor of England and 
American intervention in the present war were not distaste to the Consulate. 


ne . HALLIDAY recalled the BLAKEs having gone to Europe in 1939, and . 
vaguely recalled their. having taken a trip to Canada, but was unable to con~ 
firm these facts by a review of the available recordse, ° ae gg 


; Vice Consul] LOODSHYTHE, 3708 Carolina Avenue, San Pedro, California, 
advised that he was pérsonally acquainted with the Subject and her husband and 
had known them for a’ period of several years. He stated that when‘he had been 
attached to. the local consulate that he often served as a witness for ARTHUR 
BLAKE in some trust fen or other having to do with BLAKE's mother's estate. 


—5= 
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As he recalled, ‘the English law required: the. administrator of the estate, 
insofar as any payments to. the beneficiary are concerned, to have them 
attested to by two witnesses and he volunteered to serve as one. He stated 
that he, personally, liked BLAKE although he was "not too heavy", which 


‘the writer understood to mean that the Consul liked BLAKE personally but 


did not consider him too bright. However, the Consul continued by observ— 


-ing. that he did not care for BLAKE's wife and’ questioned somewhat her ethics 
without having any concrete facts to justify his feelings. BLOODSMYTHE ; 
recalled the European venture that these people made in 1939 and stated that 


he was quite sure that BLAKE had come to the consulate to have his wifets 


_ mame put on BLAKE's English passport on ‘the theory that it would make their 


travel in Europe easier. It was noted that BLOODSMYTHE is going to verify 
this recollection by checking the official records. In connection with this, 
BLOODSMYTHE was positive that Mrse. BLAKE went several times to the German 


‘Consulate in regard to the projected trip, and he stated that he was a bit 
‘surprised to learn that it had been necessary,-for her to go so many times, 
and that apparently when the Subject wen 
-hour or two talking to the Consul, FRIT 


the Consulate, she stayed an 
IDEMANNe It is believed that 
this information regarding the German Corfsulate contact was divulged by the 
Subject's husband to BLOODSMYTHE, for, in connection with this statement, 
BLOODSMYTHE observed, "Whatever this woman may be mixed-up in, I am quite 


’ certain that ARTHUR knows nothing about it and has nothing to do with it 


because. she doesn't monies. in hime" 


4 


The Tnformant dis ‘recalled the Canadian venture and expressed - 
the opinion that these people were ney in the employ of the English Govern- 
ment in any capacity. i 

. The account of ARTHUR M«XBLAKE and MARGUERITE BLAKE at the Citizens 
Bank, Hollywood and Bronson Averfue; Los Angeles, California, was ascertained 
by Special Agent E. P. HAIR of this office. This account was monitored for. 
the period of October 27, 1941 to November 24, 1941. This account was divi- 
ded into two accounts: one was a regular account which would appear to take 
care of household expenses, insurance, obligations, and.the like, and which 
reflected a balance of $523.02 on November 24, 1941, with a notation to the 
effect that the $500 in this balance reflects a loan from the bank as of 
November 5, 1941; the other was a special account, which, on October 25, © 
1941 had a balance of $169.64 and on November 24, 1941 had a balance of 
$81.09. This special account would appear to reflect the bridge playing 
activities of the Subject and her husband, ina as the majority of the 
checks on this account were made out to one NI » 7083 Hawthorne 
Street, Los Angeles, who is engaged at that location in the business of 
giving bridge instruction and who appears to be also running a bridge club. 


Mre- He Je BRADY, Manager of the Citizens’ ‘Bank, Hollywood arid 
Bronson Avenue, Los Angeles, observed to Special Agent A. T. “HEALY that the 
Subject!s husband receives a monthly check from the Veterans Administration | 


Peenatys Wachingtons:| DeCs of $50 to $55. It is believed that this informa- 


fia 


A On ete a A RE A I Se RR — 


| 


; tion from the bank manager reflects the ‘pension that other in ormants have 
: described. - An examination of the pauls account was negative. 


| “3 a: Contact with Confidential National Defense Informant 
for any information as to the Subject's possible Communistic activities, 
was BOB SUEY: as his records reflected notes. concerning this. 


will be promptly summarized: at the. conclusion of the periods 
} 


[ ; , It is noted that @ mail cover has been placed, and. the resiilts 
4 
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: UNDEVELOPED EADS 


’ THE SAN DIEGO FIELD. DIVISION 


* AT SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, will, interview Seneral. Van Dieman, 
. Chief of Intelligence of the AEF, who has already been confiden- 
© tially advised concerning ‘the background of the’ Subject, with a 
view toward developing any ‘information he may ‘have relative to 
subversive activities or tendencies on the part. of the Subject. 


. THE WASHINGTON PTELD — os 
% AT “WASHINGTON, D. oe will check with the State Department and 
obtain full information relative to the Subject's passport 
record and travels. ; 


. %* Will check subsequent citizenship standing. ge 


% Will recheck the files of the State Department for more up-to= 
’ date and current information concerning the Subject. 


\ 


* AT LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA, will report results of the mail 
cover in the instant Casee 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION ; a: | | es 


Will report Vice Consul HALLIDAY's dartommulen regarding the 
passport data of Subject and her husband, and concerning the 
imposing of Subject's name on her husband's passport. 
Cs ie: 

Will await the development of the San Diego and Washington 
Field Divisions leads and the conclusion of the mail cover, 
to indicate the future handling of this case, having in mind 
that the Bureau has requested a most discreet investigation. 


a 


A 


a A A eS 
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_* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 { ? 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT. Los Angele Ss ’ Cc elouare 4 P FILE NO. 100-6794 | 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE * PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY , 
Washington, D. Ce 1/5/42 “/| on nae a : 3/| 5. HAL COWAN JHCsKL | 

TITLE ' CHARACTER OF CASE , | 

) MARGUERITE ELTON,HARRISON- aa? BLAKE, 7 / : 


alias Marguerit Harrison . INTERNAL SECURITY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Only information found in State Department 
. files relating to subject reflects passport 
issued to her June 22, 1925 for travel to 
all. countries as an author; that she was — 
born October 23, 1887 at Baltimore, Mary- 
_ land and had lived in European countries 
intermittently from 1918 to 1922 and in the 
near East in 1923. 


- RUC - 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent S. R. RUSSO dated = 
at Los Angeles, California November 4, 1941; 
report of Special agent K. A. YOSBURGH dated 
at Los Angeles, California December 13, 1941. 


DETAILS + AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


At the State ae See informant s >= 
$5 advised that repeated searches had been made of the = = 
a 3" 

a) 


&§ 


Ste 


“State Department general files and the files of the Pass- 

port Division for. any record pertaining to subjectyunderjxi3 

the variations in her name, but that the only érmatigné a 
contained in the State Department?’ files eae to an = 


application for passport’ made at New York Citys New York a QD . 

on June 19, 1925 in the- naitie of MARGUERITE ES ISON, 3 ss 
ce wherein the following information was set forth: = 
7 Mt 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


ae /5-Bureaw 
22108 fAigeles 

Z JA 32 Matton Field 
ales v a T ray 
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me a . 
‘Subject stated in the application that she was 
born on October 23, '1887 at Baltimore, Maryland, that her 
permanent residence in the United States. was 46 West: 52nd 
Street, New York City and that she had lived in European — 
countries intermittently from 1918 to 1922 and in the near 
East in 1923. She further stated that her occupation was 
that of author and that previous passport:, had been issued 
to her on July 20, 1923. The passport was desired for travel. 
in all countries, intending to leave the United States on 
July 15, 1925, from the port of New York, the name of the 
ship not being given. On this application passport No. 8836 
was issued June 22, 1925. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION 10 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


“eat , his 


& 
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JOHNsEDGAR HOOVER fo, Co) ; Mr. Tolson 


DIRECTOR : Roe : = 
Se 
Ee: 
os . ‘ fir. Cleggs 
gps, : 
> 


Federal Bureau of Investination << — % aeons 


Mr. &. A. Tamm 


n 


United States Department of Justice ion: 


va Mr. Sichots 


: February 25 > 1942 : , Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Carson 
/ ‘Mr. Coffey 


/ Mr. Hendon 


/ Mc. folloman |. 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BH. Aw. T 
7 3? Mr. Marko 


Tete. Room 


RE: MARGUERITE ELTON HARRISON B: 
INTERNAL. SECURITY. 


Tour Room 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Beahm 


Miss Gandy 


The following is in accordance with your request that a 
memorandum, reflecting the status of this case be submitted: 


In August of 1941 a memorandum containing a summary of 
the information in the Bureau's files regarding the subject was 
made available to the Los Angeles Office with the request that a 
discreet investigation be conducted and that the Bureau be advised 
immediately in the premises. On August 28, 1941 the Los Angeles 
Office in letter form advised that the name of the. subject had ; 
never appeared in any Communist Party publications or leaflets in | f 
Southern California ds having been connected with the Communist (YY 
Party. Further, th¢t she is not known to have been active in the 
Communist Party ac: rding to any of the informants of that office, | 
The Los Angeles Qifice at that time advised that it had determined =~ 
that a Marguerite#Harrisqn, 1329 North Formosa Avenue, Hollywood, 
California was possibly identical, with the subject. This individual, 
was reported as being the wife of a moving picture actor named ay 
Arthur Mx Blake. This office informed also that. in’ April, 1936 a 
there was a Margaret Harrison in San-Francisco, California; gon-=8 
nected with the "Humanist Society of Friends"; further, that. ‘this. 
Margaret Harrison was a.observer at the convention of thesGalifornia 
State Conference Against War and Fascism in 1936 at San Rranci s¢6; 
that. the same person in 1938 was connected with the. Peoples World 
Sustaining Fund of Alameda, California; that “she was mentioned in 
the Peoples! World issue of December 22, 1938 and that she was” 

‘mentioned again in the Peoples! World of January 25, 1939 as maging 
collected money in connection with the Peoples! World Sustaining 
‘Prive at Oakland, California. The Los Angeles Office informed 
_ that it was not known whether she is aa the pias of ee, 
the instant mevers 7 aaa ee 
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gab iets This was done in view of the fact thd 
that she was, during the first World War, conngcet eI. 
Military Intelligence over which service Generdl ier 


AAS 1942 , 


Corny DESTROYED 


Washington, A.C. . . a sie tiaty 


| 


Mr. Quinn Tamim 


ry 


| 
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Memorandum for Mr. E. A. Tanm Page 2 


General Van Deman advised that he first met the subject. 
at the Peace Conference in Paris following the Armistice. He ~ 
stated that she was at that time one of the accredited correspondents 
from the United States, General Van Deman informed that the subject 
had voluntarily offered her services to him and that he had instructed 
her to pay particular attention to some of the correspondents of whom 
she was ‘somewhat doubtful. He stated that the subject by some co- 

. incidénce happened to be in his office when he was discussing the 
desirability of having someone go to Berlin and that she immediately 
offered to perform the duties necessitating ‘this trip. He stated 
that she was thereupon sent to Berlin and that she was very success- 

‘. ful in completing the work requested of her. 


General ‘Van Deman stated that a short time thereafter the 

" subject advised him of her desire to go to Russia and that although 

_ he strongly recommended against her going she made it quite clear 

__ that she was going anyway and that that being the case the Military 

_ Intelligence Division would and did arrange for her entrance into - 

_ Russia. He stated that following her entrance into Russia she would 
make reports to the Military Intelligence Division directly in 
Washington. General Van Deman stated that he has not seen or heard 
from the subject directly since that time although he knows she has 
appeared in San Diego on several occasions and talked before civic 
groups. : 


General Van Deman in commenting on the information con-__ 
tained in the Bureau's memorandum which was confidentially ‘made 
available to him stated that he doubted very much that the subject 

' ever furnished information to Russian authorities regarding her’ 
compatriots in Russia which led to their arrest. 


The Los Angeles Office has developed that the subject re- 
sided in an apartment house at 5611 Carlton Way, Los Angeles, 
California with her husband, Arthur Blake for.a period of five years 
from 1934 to 1939. It has been determined that during this time 
the subject and her husbandts sole’ income consisted of . that 
derived from a little acting that the husband does plus a small 
pension, and the subject's earnings as a professional lecturer and 
author. It has been determined that although the subject and her 
husband live meagerly on their combined incomes, they still live. 
with some show of dignity and seem to enjoy respectable friends. 
Basil Rathbone, Robert Taylor and Guy Standish are reported among 
those frequenting the subject's apartment. However, it has not 
been determined that her apartment is frequented by any well- 
known Communists of the film colony. ee ; 
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Memorandum for Mr. E. A. Tamm can Page 3 


In May, 1939, the Subject and her husband are reported to 
have left for Europe and returned to this country in November of 
1939. This trip was reportedly for the purpose of gathering 
material for a new book and to sell some of the furnishings of the 
Subject's home in Tours, France, It is stated that the itinerary ~ 
of this. trip included visits to Germany, France, Spain, Italy and 
Czechoslovakia. It is reported that prior to Subject's leaving 
for Europe she disposed of a rather dilapidated automobile and © 
purchased a much better car which she and her husband took on the 
trip. It is stated that upon the Subject's and her husband's re- 

' turn from Europe they generally lived better and entertained more 
often. Upon the subject's return from the above mentioned trip 
she is reported to have been a staunch supporter of Great Britain 
and British foreign policy and made the statement to the apartment ‘ 
house manager where she resided that the trip had actually forti- 
fied her in her English sympathies. Subject at the present time 
is residing in an Apartment house at 1329 North Formosa Avenue, 
ame iia California. 


-- Mrss C. Solamon of 1317 North Formosa ee Hollywood, 
California, has informed that she is friendly with the subject and 
her husband and considers them to be thoroughly American in every 
respect. She substantiated the above relevant information concern- 
ing the fact that the subject and her husband are living on their 
combined incomes obtained from his pension and her lecturing and ’ 
‘ . writing of books, , 
Mr. L. G. Halliday, the British Vice Consul of ‘los jaseree: 
California, has advised that he is socially acquainted with the 
Subject but that the subject was not connected with the British 
Consulate in any way nor was she an agent of the British government 
in any sense. He stated, however, that the subject's outspoken 
statements in favor of English and American intervention into the ° 
present war were not at all distasteful to the Consulate. 


; British Vice Consul Bloodsmythe at San Pedro, California 
_ has advised that he is personally acquainted with the subject and 
her husband having known them for a period of several years. He A 
informed that during the time that he was attached to the local 
Consulate he had often served as a witness for Arthur Blake in.a 
‘ trust fund which was set up in connection with Blake's. mother's i 
estate in England. Bloodsmythe stated that he did not particularly 
care for the subject and recalled the subject and her husband's 
European venture in 1939. He stated that he was quite sure that 


os 
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Memorandum for Mr, E. A. Tamm : Page h 


Blake had come into the Consulate to have his wife's name put on 
his English passport on the theory that it would make travelling 
in Europe easier. He stated that he was positive that Mrs. Blake 
also had gone several times to the German, Consulate in regard to 
the above mentioned trip. 


_A check of the subject's bank account reflects the. same 
to have been divided into two separate accounts: one account which 
appears to take care of household expenditures, etc., which re- 
flected a balance of $523 in November of 1941; the other appears 
to be a special or personal: account which reflected a balance of 
-$81.09 in November of 1941. It was also determined that the sub- 
ject's husband receives a monthly check from the Veterans Adminis- 
tration Facility, Washington, D. C., in the amount of $50 to $55. 


The subject is reported to be a woman of approximately 
55 years of age and to have a striking appearance and vivacious 
manner, She is stated to have a distinguished appearance with 
_her erect carriage, gray hair and refined features. She is 
‘alleged to have a well modulated but strong speaking voice and to 
make an unusually good impression upon her audiences. As a 
speaker she is better than average... 


This investigation is being continued and as pertinent 
information is received, the same will be made available to you. ~ 


Respectfulfy, ~~ 


a 
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Form No.1 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT: LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA FILE NO. 62-2163 
; ee MADE AT ere WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY , 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA| 4/6/42 pals 2 D. W. MAGEE GLB 
"TE MARGUERITE ELTON HARRISON BAKER-BLAKE, CHARACTER OF CASE . 
; alias Marguerite-flarrison f ‘ INTERNAL. SECURITY 
Zi . 2 - 
f 
7 
; —CONFIDENTIAE- 
» | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ~>>--.., nv Piette oe aco 
Fs a Records..reflect that subject was born at . 
aE Baltimore, Maryland, 10/23/90 and that her 
Se a _ husband was born at London, England, 11/28/70. 
ae They formerly owned property in France. 


Subject has been speaking in behalf of the 
DAUGHTERS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. As of 3/5/42, 
subject spoke at the Women's Athletic Club, | 
Los Angeles, on situations surrounding the 
war, in Ceylon,, Portugal, Burma and other 
world points. She urged her audience to wat¢h 
the newly organized{ "SWORD OF THE.SPIRIT" a 
Christian crusade under the leadership of Arch- 
Bishop HENNELEY, which she stated had received 
the blessings of the Arch=Bishop of Canterbury. 
She informed her audience that Communists are 
anti-British in India, while in America they 
are unitédly, whole-heartedly behind Britain. 
Subject's husband was at one time actimg British 

Consul at Tours, France, in 1930. 

=P . 


Ns 
t 


Bureau letter, 12/12/41 | (100-40298). 


i 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent K. Ee VOSBURGH, Los Angeles, 12/13/41. 


Report of Special Agent J. HAL COWAN, Washington, De Gag 5 /hes 
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_ | APPROVED AND: SPECI@L AGgeNT 
FORWARDED: " ARGE 


me , , COPIES OF THIS REPORT mene Ey [ “234 
Gia Bureau. ; 


1 ~ San Diego (Inf.) 
1 = San Francisco (Inf.) 


er ety We | fl, 


VU, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


Eee Career ae “ * erie 


g-10-s% | |OOt +0479 )-/G brnconnen 
! | PRAY 5 


aaa | a 4 


Hee ae en ee Se = FL a RE Ey 


MW 53278 Docld:34353539 Page 54 


g DETAILS: [. 
Confidential National Defénse Info advised the Reporting 

Agent that on his discreet inquyifies concerning’ the subject, he had ascertained 
that as of recent months, she~has been dking Speeches at the Women's Athletic 
Club, Los Angeles on the rst Thursday of eéch month at 11:00 A.M., am on the 
third Thursday of each aionth, in the’evenings. The Informant advised that he 
has learned that at these meetings/or speéches,. she praises the Soviet system 
and is reported on occasions to Wave reported to her audiences that this sub- 

- ject matter is Satisfactory to/the Wasp fington, D. Cs Administration. 


pe ee made thipoagh Confidential ‘Natdonal Defense Informant 
a © have a meeting Sr speech/of the subject covered at the Women's 
Athletic Club, Los Angez*es. 


On the moy ing of Mach 5, 19424 Confidential National. Defense 

nee Covered a Jecture of the subject, who used the name, Mrs. 

MARGUERITE HARRISON LAKE. nis| lecture convened at 11:00 A.M. at the Women's 

Athletic Club, in ‘the Greet Room at 833 South Flower Street, Los Angeles, Ad~ 
. mission was by invitation and purchase of ticket for $1.10 each. About Srey 

five women and two men were present. 

[submitted a memorandum which the Informant prepared on 

' this lecture, whic is as follows: 


"MARGUERITE HARRISON felt that Ceylon (eitied she explained has, considerable 
British fortifications) would probably go as Java is going; that Portuguese 
Goa (?) on the West Coast of India, which has little if any resistance and 
Portugal is supposedly neutral still, would be occupied: prior to, during or 
very soon after Ceylon goes, by the Axis powers, as that is only about 2,000 
miles flying: distance from then; that Portuguese Goa would be helpful to the 
Axis as a landing place, as would the French Vichy controlled territory near 
Madras on the East Coast of India, which will also play.an important role — 
when the seige of Ceylon begins. She commented that the British highway 
from Kerchewan (?)(North West port of India) to Teheran, etc. will be as 
easy for the Axis powers to come down as it is for the British troops and 
vei allies to doteven supplies to Russia over now. ie OR so 


"She ‘emphasized the: gravity of the loss in the fall of. Baia from tthe allied 
;.wiewpoint, as Burma.is in Japanese hands and China is. now cut! off’ from oil 
supply, as China has no oil developed in her own territory, and with the loss 
of Burma and the eventual loss of the Dutch East Indies, :it will be very 
difficult if not impossible to get oil to China. Further, India is also 
_ dependent on outside oil shipments, she stated. Burma is a Buddhist nation 
and only recently ‘acquired her independence, and they have also been made 
a very conscious of their racial background (yellow ~ originally Mongol) by 
the Japanese propagandists, she stated, and the Burmese are very conscious 
they are not of the brown Indian race from whom their. independence was won; 
ae further they have been aroused to feel very Pie anti-British and anti- 
< Caucasian, generally. : 


NS % : a e 
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"She seemed to recognize that the Nazis may run into some snags in trying to 
- reach neutral Portuguese Gao and other points in India, if the British suc- “ 
_ceed in holding the Moslems on the side of the allied powers. She told of ; 
the heavy percentage of Moslems in the populations of French Morocco, Egypt 
_ and-North Africa generally, Ethiopia, Palestine, Persia, ’Afghanistan: and 
other Near. East countries (some of whose leaders she charged had been sub-. 
sidized and their influence acquired by the British by very "devious" means),. 
and also mentioned the large numbers of Moslems in India, Japan; Southern 
‘Russia and Turkey. The Moslems, while disagreeing on many things among them- 
selves, havea common cause as a whole and wherever they are, whether or not 
_ they are in good standing as Moslems. This Mohammedan world still antici- ef 
pates the restoration of a Caliph and the liklihood is that they will go , 
.along with whichever side satisfies. this desire. The Hindus are definitely, 
‘by and large, pro-Japanese, she continued. 


“"She touched briefly upon the history of India concerning-the lesser known < 
. conflict there between the French and British, dating from the seizure of 
Quebec in Canada by the British, the French-Indian war here, etc. She stated 
that the role of France in the Orient and Near East even now is assuming more 
vital proportions than is generally realized. 


“She stated that following the discontinuance or replacement: of the French 
.control of the East Indian Trading Co., the British gradually (but not as 
gradually as we seem to think), although they have moved more rapidly since 

_ the last war, brought a more stabilized peace to India, as the big and little 
' Princes. came within their influence, and as they grew to realize that the 

big would not be set against the little as had happened while the French and 
British were struggling for control of India. a 


"She mentioned the Parsees, the Sikhs, the provinces under Princes, etc. and 
.other sects in India which are difficult for the British to correlate, as 
they cannot yield to one without endangering the cooperation of all the 
others. She praised the Parsees and‘Moslems as the most intelligent and- 

' civilized types, and deplored the usual. run of speakers who visit America and 

. speak in behalf of some form of nationalism for India, most if not all of 

. whom are in disfavor with the British authorities for. some good reason. 


‘tShe stated the war will not be won until the allies become aggressive, which 
they! mast do if they expect to win eventually, she said. (Her attitude through- 
_ out seemed to be expressed in her use of the word ‘they! when talking about 

_ both sides in the war; she did-not identify herself by saying '"we'.) 


- "She quoted from a recent article in the NATION regarding guerrilla warfare ; 
' .and urged all present to watch that angle as she felt that therein lay the ; 
hope of the allies for victory. She agreed, with the author of that article, 
that. when the allied planes fly over conquered territories that probably even 
in the air, civilian pilots and plans would come to their rear and aid. 


“She felt her hearers would like to know of the whereabouts of some of the art 
.treasures. She told of the removal of Mona Lisa and Winged Victory from Paris 
to a Chauteau where they were secreted in a basement, but someone revealed 


a 1 
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"their whereabouts and she stated with vim that they are now in HITLER's own 

.suite in Bergesgarden. (She did not say how she happened to.know this). 

She stated that historical manuscripts and books which had been preserved 

for centuries and which were in the libraries of Paris, were taken and burned 
by the Nazis whenever favorable mention of Jews or anything objectionable 

i dy to the Nazis was found by them. ms _ Se 

"She urged all present to watch the newly organized SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, which 
she explained is a Christian crusade under the leadership of Arch-Bishop . “ 
HENNELEY (?), which also very recently received the blessings of the Arch- 

_ Bishop of Canterbury, and which is attracting the support of exiled French 
Catholics, Presbyterians, Lutherans, etc. She. gave as one of their cardinal 
purposes, the*settling of the war on a Christian basis. During the brief 
question period which followed, one of the ladies present asked if the effort : 
at this time to turn this war into a religious crusade might not unite the © 
other races who are not Christian and create added racial antagonisms. 

a MARGUERITE HARRISON conceded that that might occur, but did not believe it 

would turn into racial lines, but she stated that we should in her opinion 
support the Mohammedan, the Buddhist and other religionists as well as 
Christians in the right to have the religion of their choice as enunciated 
in the Atlantic Charter. In this ‘instance, she declared herself, in a 
measures : ‘ , 


ee PN ee oe en ee Re 
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“During the question period, she commented further that the peculiar Communists c 
_are very anti-British in India, while in America they are unitedly, whole- — 
heartedly behind Britain. (This observer would differ with this deduction) 
However, another interrupted her and asked her to publish her views on India 
as she felt her analysis was so fine and so different from what is heard here. 
MARGUERITE HARRISON thanked her for the suggestion, and she saw no reason 
_why she could not do so. 


"The woman at the door (who took the tickets) urged all to see an exhibit of 
; the development of rubber on display at a Building & Loan Company at 5th & 
fe . Olive St., Los Angeles (diagonally across from the Los Angeles Biltmore.) 

With this discussion, the meeting adjourned for continued discussion at the 
luncheon tables. ". pie, 2 - 


c 


Investigation was conducted by Special Agent STANLEY R. RUSSO, on 
January 14, 1942 and March 1, 1942, as follows: © Cone ae 4 
"On January 14, 1942, Special Agent STANLEY R. RUSSO recontacted Mr. 
BL. G. HALLIDAY, the British Vice-Cohsul at Los Angeles, California, who 
advised that a recheck of his records reflected that subject's husband's ~ 
passport was originally issued on September 29, 1930, at Nantes, France, 
and that this passport was renewed September 18, 1935, which would cover” 
the period to 1940, and' was not renewed thereafter. His records further 
we - peflected that subject's husband was: born November 28, 1870, in London, 
England, and that subject was born on October 23, 1890, at Baltimore, 
Maryland. There was also a letter in his file dated September 3, 1935, — 
from subject's husband, at which time he mentioned owning property in France 


-h= 
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Nat Fondettes, Frances Department of Indre at Loire, France, which Mr. 
-MALLIDAY advised is;now in unoccupied France. Mr. HALLIDAY further stated 
that subject has been speaking in behalf of :the British United Service Clubs © 
and in behalf of the Daughters of the British ‘Empire. 


"In an application made by the subject's husband for membership in 
the British United Service Clubs he stated that he had been acting as 
' British Consul at Tours. This statement was checked by Mre HALLIDAY, and. 

the file contains a letter from the British Consul at Nantes, stating that 

subject's husband had been: Consul at Tours for several weeks in 1930. This 

letter describes subject's husband as highly recommended and said that both 

he and his wife tcould be given every attention without any risk', and Mr. 

; HALLIDAY ‘stated that he has: perfect confidence in subject and that he him~ 

‘self was instrumental in getting her to make her last speech before the 

British United Service Clubs, due to her knowledge: of Russian people as c 

opposed to Communism and the Communistic.form of government. He stated that 
‘ his purpose in procuring her services was to make the Russia-Britain alli- 

ance appear 'more acceptable', He described all of ‘her apoeenes as 'very 

HEerv ening » very encouraging” and very satisfactory’. os 


* On waren ‘1, 1942, Special ioent RUSSO ineeevieved Miss FARMER, 

- Manager of the Los Angeles Women's Athletic Club, who stated that subject 
has been speaking there intermittently for several years; that she talks 
on world affairs and colors her talks with stories of: her-world travels, 
-and that she planned to speak on March 5th about South America and our 

relations with the South American countries. She advised that this speech 
was to be at.a women's luncheon; that the attendants would be all female 
and it would be inadvisable for a Bureau Agent to cover this speech. She - 
stated however that. subject plans to speak again on current events’ on March 
16th at 8:00 otclock in the evening when there would be men in attendance, 
at which time it. might. be advisable for a Bureau Agent. to cover her talk. 


"Miss FARMER stated that subject is vitally interested in woman's  ~ 
role in the national defense work and in labor, and in getting the right 
woman in the-right defense job. She further stated that subject has spoken 
on material which’ she has obtained from friends in the Army and Navy. This 
Informant further stated that subject only gave one talk on Russia. She 
stated that subject has a nice personality,‘ people seem to like her, but 
she has never heard her make any radical statements or give any radical 

ca talks, nor has she heard any rumors or gossip to this.effect. This inform- . 
tai _ ant further stated that subject's husband comes to the meetings with her 


. ' and that they are apparently devoted. Miss FARMER further stated that one 


MARGARET De} (tocar T of 1615 North Columbus Avenue, Glendale, California, ~ 
who former} ae at 3807 West-Sixth Street, Los Angeles, California, 
is closely associated with subject, but that she regarded her as a very odd 
woman having very peculiar mannerisms. " 

) 


_ The results of the mail cover on mail add essed to 1329 North Formosa, 
disclosed the following mail addressed to ARTHUR M. BLAKE? ee 


’ f 
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FROM 


a 
Committee to Defend 
America by pase: the 
- Allies 


Netherlands Information 
Bureau 


British Library of 
Information 


FROM 


NEWS REVIEW" 


Players ee 


British United Service. 
Clubs 


HENRY nf 
WY = 


io 


FROM ~ 
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RETURN 
ADDRESS 


Belgium Information Center 630 5th Avenue, New York City 


458 South Spring Street 


Z 


10 Rockefeller Plaza 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
220 Hickory Street, 


marron: Pennsylvania 


RETURN 
_ ADDRESS _ 


Belgium Information Center 630 5th Avenue, New York City 


6 Catienine Street, 
London, England 


16 Grammercy Park 
: yo LE 


-617 South Olive Street, 


Los Angeles, California 


210 Gorham Building 


124 East 72nd Street, 
New York City 


. Rockefeller Plaza, 


New York City 


RETURN | 
ADDRESS 


124 East 72nd Street 


6 Catherine Street, 


. London, England. 


Y 


~6= 


N\ 


3 


. Minneapolis, 


POSTMARKED 
New York City 
Los Angeles 

Sf 


New York City 


New York City 


The postmark dateson the above Peiteness were during the month of 
October, 1941, and they were received by this office October 29, 1941.. 


POSTMARKED 
New York City 


- New York City 


Los Angeles 


Minn. 


New York City 


\ 


All of the above ‘Covers were received at the Los Angeles Division 
’ Office on xovennee 12, 1941, and were on mail during November, 1941. 


; Other mail addressed to ARTHUR M. BLAKE during November is as. ‘follows’. 


POSTMARKED 


ee 3 
New York City 


FROM 


Economy Headquarters 


‘Collins Importer 


Los Angeles Alumni 
Chapter ¢ 


University of California 
Ward Green Company 


Director of Public 
Information 


North American Company 


Py 


Fight For Freedom 


nV, 
Webb oun, 


Muller Brothers 


Locridge 


PAUL BABST Company 


Sereen Actors Guild 


San Antonio Gold-Mines, 
Ltd. 


Director of Information 


722 West 7th Street~—~~ 


808 South Broadway 
405 Hillgard Avenue 
507 5th Avenue 


Ottowa, Ontario, 
Canada 

60 Broadway ~ 

152 West 42nd Street 
New York City _ 
1270 6th Avenue 


Box 1707, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico 


6380 ‘Sunset 


2601 South Pigiscs Street 


2324 South Figueroa | 


6119 Hollywood Boulevard 
7046 Hollywood Boulevard - 


Box 304 Winnipeg, Canada 


- 


2110 Marideville Canyon Road 


Suite 349, : 
7016 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, | Ohio 


" POSTMARKED 


4 


Warren, Penns 


' Los Angeles 


Los Angeles 


Los Angeles 


‘New York City © 


Ottowa, Ontario, 


Canada 
New York City 


Benton, Ohio 


. New York City 


Santa Fe, 7 


New Mexico 
‘Los Angeles 


Los Adisles 


Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 


Winnipeg, Canada 


Los Angeles — 


_ West Los Angeles 


| New York City . 


Ottowa, Canada 


- e | Sidney, Australia Sidney, Australia 


L 


London S. W. I. "London, England 


(This letter had notation: "Examiner 41,86" ) 
y , 


London, England 


a a Re, atten a 
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FROM 
BEAUVAIS FAY or FAX 

' News Research Service 

- Bach Festival 

Puget Sound Pulp 
& Ti ag Company 
oe 
HOLLAND \HAMILTON, M. D. 


British=American 
Aubulanpe Corps 


Mrs. i Venorce 
Madame or Mrs [ ALLUE | 
KATHLEEN) YATES 

| Cleveland Trust Co. 


Wy , 
JAMES G. Nast 


f 
EDWIN O.\HOLTER 


Citizens National Bank 
Building 


BARREL TARA AT Th SEE A ew eee 


RETURN 
ADDRESS _ 
84,39: Sunset 


_ 651 South Pasadena Avenue 


727 West 7th Street 


535 South Hoover 


Box 964, Bellingham, Washington. 


Del Rio, Texas _ 
727 West 7th Street 


9716 Santa Monica Boulevard 


687 Lexington 


9315 West Pico - 
233 South Wilton Place 


152 West 42nd Street 
New York City 


304 Bay Street 
Toronto, Canada 


2057 Central Street 


Executive Offices 
90 Broad Street 


120 Broadway 


Box 2457 Terminal Annex 
Los Angeles 


eek i ee a GR Ra Te ee aay a EE Nc 


POSTMARKED _ 


Los Angeles 


_ Pasadena, California 


Los Angeles 


. Los Angeles 


Bellingham, Washington 


Del Rio, Texas 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Los ‘Angeles 


New York City 
Los Angeles . 
Los Angeles 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Dayton, Ohio 


Toronto, Canada 


Berkeley, California 


New York City 


New York City 


Los Angeles 


| a, a 
A letter was also addressed to Mr. and Mrs. ARTHUR M. BLAKE, from the 
British Consulate, 440 South Hill Street, Los aa cae November. 


ARTHUR M. BLAKE, during October and November, 1941, received numerous 
letters from the Belgium Information Center, 630 5th Avenue, New York City and 
from the British oe of ceaeeec one 30 Rockerelter Plaza, New York City. 
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OQ Subject MARGUERITE HARRISON generally receives mail as Mrs. MARGUERITE 
BLAKE and during October and November, 1941; received mail from tO oetae 
persons and addresses: 


FROM 


Query 


Canadian Government 
Trade Commission 


Society of Women 
Geographers 


Canadian Government 
Trade Commission 


Calvert Supply Co. 


. Britdsh-American. 


Ambulance Corps 


Dr. ELG. ove 
Af : t 


MARY vYeouzom 
3 i 


New Research Service 


| 
jer 


British ‘War Relief 
Association 


"Bit of Sweden" 


(fashionable restaurant ) 


= 


Jonathan Club — 
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RETURN 
ADDRESS _ 


1403 Gardener Street 
Los Angeles, Califomia 


123 West 43rd Street 
New York City 


Associated Real Estate Building 
510 West 6th Street 
Los Angeles, California 


232 Barr Building © 
Washington, D. C. 


510 West 6th Street 


Los Angeles, California 


ne 
510 Keyser Building 
Baltimore, Maryland 


420 Lexington Avenue 
New York City 


5504 Hollywood Boulevard — 
Los Angeles 


833 South Flower, f 


Los Angeles, California 
727 West 7th Street 


Los Angeles, galifornia 


1699 North Columbus Avenue 
Glendale, California 


3576 Wilshire Boulevard 


9051 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 


25 Atwood Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 


6th and Flower Streets 
Los Angeles, California 


~J= 


Anas 
Los Angeles 


New York City 


Los Angeles 


Nov. 25, 1941 


Washington, D. C. 
Los eis: Calif. 
Baltimore, Md. 

New York City 


Los Angeles 


Los Angeles 


‘Los Angeles 


Los Angeles 

Los Angeles - 

Los hageiee 

Hartford, Conneeticut 


Los Angeles 


Paerrae 


* a) cs eg EAN we i 3 ae ame Oe Vos io * ¥ one SS eee 
, RETURN 
FROM | ADDRESS _ BOSTMARKED 
.. 2201 M. Street, N.W. - Washington, D.C. 
Washington, D.C. 
2 t 
\, 
-~ PENDING = 
>) 
~10- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


Bt LOS_ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, will again secure the services of 
Confidential National Defense Informant 
or meetings of the Subject at the Women's Athletic Club, Los 

; Angeles, to determine the import of Subject's present activities. 


Will ascertain the identity of MARY V. HOLLOWAY, 833 South Flower, 
Los Angeles, to determine her connection with the Subject. 


Will determine the identity of W. S. POST, 1699 North geidabas 
Avenue, Glendale, California, a correspondent of the Subject. 


éli- 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Los Angeles, California 
April 8, 1942 


Director - PERSONAL AND 
Federal Bureau of Investigation CONF ED ENE EEE 
Washington, D. C. 


c a “aA oe ; alias Margueritdé-Harrison 
wy INTERNAL SECURITY 


#06 6hDear Sir: 


Kindly be advised that on January 20, 1942, the above-named subject, 
who stated that she resided at 1329 North Formosa, Hollywood, California, 
‘telephone Hillside 4087, appeared at the Los Angeles Division Office to offer 
her services to the United States Government and was interviewed by Special 
Agent G. C. EARL. 


. A memorandum of Special Agent G. C. EARL reflected that Subject 
advised that she was ‘a former newspaper woman, and during the last war ‘had 
done intelligence work for the Army. She advised that she reads and speaks 
fluently, Italian, Russian and German as well as English and that she desired 
to offer her services to the Bureau. 


The subject stated that she would, expect a small remuneration for. 
her services and that she was not desirous of securing full-time employment, 
but that she would occasionally. assist the Bureau in any iia asia ni there was 
need of her services. , ' 


The eeiewing Agent advised Mrs. BLAKE of the qualifications of 
Bureau personnet rs 


Very’ aad yours, 


atts - ee ; Special Agent in pusEete 
HEA. Sew kage RE in 
‘ 


DWM:GLB 
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». Polcon__._.. i: He 


E £ Pi v7 “ 
& . eae ts » Be A. Tamm____. ao cit 
1 i 
~— ; set} } Mr. Clegg ..-.-.--.--. #- 
E i z 


. Henden _.._..... # 


- Hofoman __.._.. 9 , 


Oe Gee : é : ae ‘ 
nL i 7 ee 
: "7 * RB. -B. HOOD, . Sy. 


ee ne ee tee eS tn nt a ner 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION o 


Form No.1 .. 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT: Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA “ FILE No." ~ 
is Huis. te 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT MADE AT 


JOS ANGELES afi /ha. "lef 2y28/42 D. W. MAGEE J corsgzR | 

“Yn | TLE  MARGUERITE ELTON 4 WBAKERBLAKE, CHARACTER OF CASE 
alias Mar, rguerite” ' o INTERNAL SECURITY“<Gs%e----.-..- é 
é Pe Margaret Harrison . . , ie ou 


j f tiiss Gundy... i 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject gave a lecture cat the Women's Athletic 
Club, Los Angeles, 4/2/h2, describing in some 
detail the geographical arrangement and. racial. 
set-up of Russia, as well as making observations 
on her travel and speeches in Russia. She pre- - 
ferred that the audience not think of Russia as 
Russia, but as: really.a federation of 49. dif- 
ferent nationalities.. Her: lecture considered 
the Indian -and Japanese-situation. and she spoke 
-with authority on-the efficiency of the German 
espionage system.’ She also touched on the sub- 
ject of hemisphere solidarity. She accused 
' §tate Attorney General EARL WARREN of using the 
- NOBLE case as a-political springboard. She 
objected to racial discrimination, About 30 
women and 1 man attended the lecture. 


elicy 
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’ REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent D. W. MAGEE, Los Angeles, dated. 4/6/h2. 
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DETAILS s. 
. 

ect as an 

» as reflected 


V 


"Me title of the instant case is being shauiea to ref] 
additional alias for the Subject, fhe. name MARGARET. HARRISON BLA 
in the instant eee ; 


Subject » using the nae of “MARGARET HARRISON BLAKE, spoke before 
an audience at the{Women's Athletic Club, in- the Green Room, 833 South Flower 
Street, Los Angeles,-California; at 11:00 A. Me, Thursday, ‘April 2) 1942. Ad- 
mission was by invitation and a-fee of $1.10. The audience consisted of about 
thirty women and one man.XConfidential National Defense Informant 
covered the lecture and made the following report: 


"fhe Lecture Agent for. Mrs. Blake announced that due to the taking over of 
the Women's Athletic Club of Los Angeles by the Bank, it would be impossible 
for this group to continue to meet there; that inasmuch - as this was the final 
lecture of this series, it would have to be decided if they wished to con- 
tinue; that they could go on, on a month-to-month basis if it was possible 
-to obtain the donation of the use of a home for the purpose, and by the pre- 
sent admission fee of $1.10. Mrs.}FINLEY of Bel-Air consented to the use of 
her home, but no definite. announcement. was made. = 


"A question was waked of MARGUERITE HARRISON BLAKE as she™ malied to the 
platform: *Tell us, >. how. mar North Russia. is popalated? irc 


N'Miss HARRISON* , as: “ghe: was most frequently called in this group at least, 
was very appreciative.of this opener and devoted about half of her time to 
a. ‘etailed answer, during which, with the use of a map,’ she explained: 


“The Lapps are nomads and while under Russian rule might not be considered 
Russian in the usual sense; that the area North of the Trans-Siberian 
Railway has many tribal groups, although it is spotted with lumber, mining, 
fishing villages, etc. but the population areas in the main followed the ~ 
railroad lines and the warmer climates. She described some of the tribes 
and told of her stay in various localities in Russia, when she crossed icine 
on the Trans-Siberian Railway. 


"She particularly stressed the fact that all padéten railroads converge in 
Moscow, which she emphasized was the reason for Hitler's effort to reach Moscow, 
as all the main lines radiate.from Moscow; they again meet (two lines) at. Omsk 
which she pointed out as the next important. objective after Moscow. She stated 
that the more direct route in the Orient (after the Trans-Siberian Railroad 
again splits) through Harbin, was in the hands of the Japanese and that some 

of the line which follows the Amur River had been destroyed. The breaks in 

the Amur River route are of importance to ‘America, she continued, as that 

would effect supplies reaching the much desired bases in Siberiafer air use, etc. 


"She repeatedly emphasized the importance of Petropavlosk, the main Soviet 

naval base, as a major military area; Nickolaisk (phonetic spelling) she 

rated as second only in importance to Petropavlosk, as Nickolaisk is a rail 

terminal and supply base. If Americaisucceeds in working out an offensive 

from the Aleutian Islands, she will need the cooperation of Russia in the above 
_ areas, and Russia may need the help of America in holding them. 


~2Q~ ot 
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"She then. jumped to the populations South of the Trans-Siberian Railroad. 
She deseribed the. Cossacks. as a very independent war-like people, whom the 
"Bolsheviks! had had to deal with and give special concessions to. She used 
the term ‘Bolsheviks! interchangeably with-the Russians quite frequently. 


She spent weeks with Russians North of the Mongolian Border some years ago, 
she said; these Russians had been persecuted for religious beliefs and were 
an off=shoot of the Russian Orthodox group and were similiar to. the ones now 
in Mexico near Ensenada about whom she gave the impression she knew consider- 
able. Unless you believe as they do, they give you separate dishes specially 
washed as they look upon you. as unclean, she said. 


"She praised the Tajiks, ‘who are Ayran like the Persians'. Later she said 
that the Tajiks are Moslems and predicted that the Moslems will win. 


She told of visiting and spending some time in 1921 with the Germah Katushka 
colony in the Ukraine, and commented that the Katushkans (?) are as German 
today as they were when they arrived in Russia generations ago, and that one. 
of the first thing the Bolsheviks had to do after their break with Germany 
was to handle the Katushkans as they constituted a fifth column somewhat simi- 
lar to the Japanese in California. 


"ghe felt that we should not think of Russia as Russian, as it is really a 
federation of 49 different nationalities. 


"She then devoted the major portion of the balance of her talk to the Indian 
situation. She stated thats . :; ee eas J 


"The Indian problem reaches ‘to-the Atlantic and does not. look too good today. 
She reminded her audience with some boastfulness that she’ had predicted a 
month and more ago that 'the Japanese would be much more likely to go for India 


instead of Australiat. ‘Our Philippines are stubbornly“holding out and’ are a 
tremendous block in the: way of Japan to Australia.‘ ‘Japanese shipping losses 


have been tremendous'.’ She pointed out on the map the land approach of Japan 
toward India and felt the seizure of a locality in NorthWest Burma yesterday, 
within easy striking*distance of Calcutta, was a very important gain for the ~ 
Japanese. Lg ere vate 


"Further, referring to the map, the taking of the Andsavan Islands by Japan 
was invaluable to her: inher approach to Ceylon,: she continued. Japan has 
utilized the Burmese who were only severed from India in.1937 and.they too 


will be invaluable to Japan, Aside from the Moslems, -who are good fighters, 


there are no real fighters in India with the exception‘of:the Hindu Sikhs, 


-ghe stated; the Hindus are not and never will be good fighters. because of 


Ghandi; there are about 4,500,000 Sikhs; Nehru is not a Pacifist although 
Ghandi is; Jinnah, the Mohammedan Moslem leader, who heads nearly 80,000,000 
who are really fighters and will fight if it is not too late to get supplies 
through to them. ie ; ere 


"Te Japan holds. Singapore, Ceylon and the point in Burma ‘opposite Calcutta, she 
will keep supplies from getting through. India is not equipped to fight and 


“3 


A A RS Tate 


MW 53276 Docld:34353539 Page 68 


"the question of equipment is even more important as it remains to be seen if 
the lines can be kept open. 


“Miss HARRISON! stated further that: ‘Ghandi probably controls 150,000,000 people, 
out of the 300,000,000 in India; Ghandi is just as much opposed to Japan as to 

the British; you will find that when the Japanese get into India there will be 
nen=cooperation and sabotage on a scale we have never witnessed; if the Japanese 
get into India, I am inclined to think that Ghandi's method of non-cooperation 
will be as effective as anything.! . 


"She told of strikes in the past. and how Ghandi's followers would lay down on 

the railroad tracks by the hundreds and not allow the trains to move, and how the 
British would desist and not keep on, but predicted that the Japanese would not 

be so considerate, although as hundreds would be killed when the Japanese would 
‘start moving, hundreds more of the Indians would lay down on the tracks undoubtedly, 
she felt; so the Japanese would not have an altogether easy time she felt sure. _ 


‘WShe then told of the tribal inhabitants of the French Island of Madagascar, which 
is on the direct supply route to India around the Cape of Good Hope, she explained. 
‘These people are not African, but a Mongloid people, with a tribal religion.! 
She stated the French Government has not been very kind to these people and anti- 
- cipated that they might easily follow the attitude of the Burmese who are so friendly 
to Japan, and commented that the people on the French Island of Madagascar don't 
trust Vichy either and 'the Japanese can do most devastating work. there’. 


"tNobody knows Hitler's next move' + whether or not it will be toward Sweden as 
‘some suspect. She felt that the report of the escape of 10 ships from Norwegian 
waters was just a little straw as to what might be expected and that this might be 
& move to blockade or block aid to Russia, ‘All of these things we hear are nothing 
more than strategic moves and don't mean a thing! was: her next amazing statement. 
*All military experts agree something startling will happen. Whether Hitler -will 
‘move on Russia, take over all Scandinavian countries, go to Turkey or meet General 
Rommel, nobody knows.! a are © 


"The "Germans unfortunately still hold every strategic point they have taken fegard= 


less of Russia's reports of re-taking a town of 20 people or 30 people. They,,have 
strong fortified outposts all along the Russian front.! She thought it not un- — 
likely that the Germans would draw the Russians into grips, perhaps even permit 
them to encircle them (the Germans) and would then wipe the: Russians out. 


"She told a story which she claimed she knéw to be absolutely true, of the efficiency 
of the German spy system which leaves no detail out. This actually happened, she 
‘declared, near Smollensk although she said it sounds fantastic, but. emphasized that 
it really did occur. In the rapid interchange of territory, on the German-Soviet. 
front, children became lost from their relatives, One small boy about 8 yrs. old 
in size, was utterly bedraggled and forlorn, spoke Russian fluently, said his family 


had. gone. on to relatives in Germany, etc. A Russian officer took him in; the supposed 


child attended school, mingled with other children, was well taken care of. One day 
the Russian officer was watching him when out with other children, some time later, 
and noticed that this boy was much more developed, the shape of his head was mature » 


his neck’ and other muscles were hard and firm, etc. The Russian officer called to the | 


boy and asked-him to go with him for a walk. The boy feigned bashfulness and tried 
. ; - 


oe 
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"to avoid going. The Russian officer insisted and took the boy to his staff 
headquarters, where they. questioned the boy for hours and then called in their 
medical officers. who examined the boy and found him to be a mature Geman, a 
-dwarf, carefully educated and: trained for this special spy work. The Russians, 
she declared, later discovered 4 or 6 other male dwarfs and two or three women 
dwarfs also engaged in the same intelligence work: behind the Russian limes for 
the Nazis, all of whom spoke Russian perfectly. 


"'Miss HARRISON®: stated that. although her time was almost up she did want for 
a moment to look at conditions in the United States. ‘We are not building 
ships enought. .'96 ships - cargo ships - had been sunk on the Atlantic Coast 
alone up to a few days ago. She touched on difficulties with welders, etc. 


"*We haven't Hemisphere Solidarity’ . “We cannot have hemisphere solidarity 
‘without Argentine and Chile. They .are.for perfectly good reasons of their ow 
looking out for themselves.' ‘Because of lack of ships we are losing the chance 
to get these two countries on our side, without which Hemisphere solidarity is . 

_ impossible. Turning down naval supplies to. Argentine is not going to make the 
feeling any better. That is an appalling thing.': 


"She then tumed to LEW AYRES, who’ has just gone to a conscientious objestorta 
camp. ‘It is 4 pity he could not go into the medical corps, and it is a pity 
the incident was made so conspicuous. — Some won'ttake lives but wouid give 
their lives, and poor ATES - seems to have been made a scape-goat.! 

"She then told a. story of a man who was. a conscientious objector during the 
last war and how he was moved. along in the army faster than his protests against 
using a gun to. kill were passed;up the line. Finally, he found himself under 
fire (near Gallipoli I would- -judge) and refused to fire. However, he went out 
of his own accord under heavy shell: fire and calmly stood at a well — drew 
up canteen after canteen of water for the men who needed it so badly, and 

returned safely time after time to them ~ did this a thousand times for satay 
was returned to America, court-martialed and then given the Distinguished 
Service Cross and transferred to the Red Cross. She felt Lew Ayres should have 
been permitted to serve in the Red Cross for instance, and.that any of his 
views should have been held in confidence between him and his draft board and 
his future not. ‘jeopardized. 'The publicity has been pitiful and disgraceful.’ 


"She stated that @ friend of hers. had gone down and organized a colored section 
of the Red Cross here, and that those negro women had done a magnificent job, 


This friend called on the editor of the Pasadena Star-News and asked him to 
publish a write-up of this accomplishment, thinking it might stimulate others 
elsewhere, and to ‘her amazement the editor told her it was very interesting’ 
but declined to publish it fearing it would offend-his readers. Miss pe 
denounced this discrimination as, just as much a part of the fifth column as 
the statements accredited to the ‘estimable Mr. NOBLE who said much more last 


EARL WARREN (Attorney-General: of Calif.) for going after Mr. NOBLE, and ridi- 
‘culed Mr. WARREN for using this case-as-a political spring~-board for his can- 


didacy for Governor of California, although she explained that the FBI pulled 
ae _ 


SAPO a 
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a work that Bel-Air or Beverly Hills or anywhere else might well be proud of. ~ : 


Fall than when he attacked: Géneral . MacArthur the other ‘day.! She then attacked — 


i 
i 


States had not seen fit to hold Mr. NOBLE up to that time. 


""5 or more women remainéd for luncheon with Miss. HARRISON." Ly 


"his (WARREN'S) punch somewhat the following day, but the reason for WARREN'S 
attack became clear, she commented. (NOTE: SHE SAID NOTHING DISPARAGING OF 
ROBT’ NOBLE) She emphasized the fact that the Attorney General of the United 


ecb 


"TMiss HARRISON? then closed her lecture (12:10 Noon) for questions. 
"She was asked about the size of Manchukuo, which she outlined on the Map. 


"She was next asked about the attitude of Korea toward the war in the Pacific. 
She replied that the Christian missionaries had found the outcast Koreans (or 
low cast) very receptive as they had also found the outcasts in India; that 
those groups looked to Christianity as a refuge from the plight they were in; 
but that the old aristocracy is decadent; that the commercial classes are pro- 
Japanese and the masses of Korea, China and the Orient generally speaking are 
passive and not particularly for or against anything.. The type we see in 
America, of educated Orientals, are the rare exception there. However, within 
Korea is also a nationalist movement which is. neither pro-Japanese nor pro- 
Chinese nor pro~anything but for Korean independence, and is trying at all times, 
to use any outside power that ‘serves. them for the moment. 


Information has been received from the San Diego Division Office that 
Subject had talked before the Hostesses of the San Diego United Service Organiza- 
tion (USO) on April 27, 1942 at the El Cortez Hote ef It appears that the San 
Diego Unit of the USO had requested Mrso EDWARD G. ROBINSON, apparently the wife 
of a.motion picture actor, to send a speaker to Sah Diégo and that the Subject 

appeared on the scene. The San Diego Division Office appears to have an Informant 
who is active in USO work in that area and is particularly interested in the acti- 
vities of the. so-ealled ear ci ultra-liberal crowd and their influence in the 
USO. 


Investigation at Los Angeles developed that the Subject has never ap- 
peared as a speaker for the USO in this area. 


Inasmuch as the Subject will not have the facilities of the Women's 


' Athletic Club for subsequent lectures, here, her discussions will not here-after 


be reported. It is thoughtthat the investigation of her lectures, given in this 
report and the report of reference, fully describes her activities. ; 
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Margaret Harrison“Blake 


1 
y SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: eee 

‘Subject gave a lecture on night of 6/15/42 

ih ‘ \j F ‘to a small group in a residence at 610 South 

\ \ fi _ ‘Wilton St., Los Angejes, where telephone is 

mV vy listed-to WRIGHT S.AHOAG. Subject spoke on 

“Russia chiefly and the report of the lecture 


= 
. = on , by an Informant reflected some discontent | 
oo) a — ee = .. among the Russian people as well as indicating 
aie es ee Aer ja colossal loss in the Red Army. Informant | 
waite eee Se A in : : 
Bip bo Mey. Felt Subject had German sympathies. ; 
Gat aS oe 
mic 
Ae - Cc ~ rf 
Fee be 
acd . 
DETAILS : This case is being reopened to report a lecture given by wit 


Subject at a private residence on the night of June 15, 1942, 


Subject on the night of June 15, 1942, gave a lecture at the 
résidence of 610 South Wilton Street, Los Angeles, which is the Kone of 
WRIGHT S..HOAG which the Informant caught phonetically as. HONIG. .This meeting 
was covered by Source Q and the report .of .this Informant =ijs_ quoted hereinafter. 
The Informant has never seen the husband of Subject. Informant qetated that 
usually a funny type of people seem to“attend these lecturés;} and Subject never { 
seems to accomplish much. Informant gained \theqimpression: that the husband | 
of Subject is supposed to have considerabis ‘property in*Fran¢ée S 2Subject, 
claimed that some military man from‘San Francisco, California, -khas been down ' 
to see her (the Subject) and that this, military man has asked Stibject considerabld 
about the Arctic Situation, yUafcwiait feels’ that Subject leans a Littleg toward 
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German sympathies. a , \ 
The following is a copy of the report submitted by Informant Source @: 

"By invitation and upon payment of $1.10 admission fee, twelve ‘nore men 

and women gathered at 8:00 P.M., Monday Evening, June 15th, A842) ‘at. 

610 South Wilton, Los Angeles, to hear MARGUERITE HARRISON BLAKE. The names 

of those residing at this residential address were not given on the invitation; 

nor were they presented during the evening. In conversation however, the name was 

believed to be Mrs. HONIG (?). pe 


"Ags the group arrived, -'Miss HARRISON' (as she was generally called) commented 
on the uniformed women's voluntary corps who are so busy learning the Morse 
Code one night (at least some of them including some of her friends); something 
else that they will never have to do another night, neglecting-their homes, etc. 
She felt the situation was appalling ‘and that if they really wanted to do some~ 
thing. they ought to organize a land army as-the women are doing in England and 
harvest the crops which we are going to need most SOapeny yen > 


"MARGUERITE HARRISON BLAKE spoke in front of a lighted map for a full hour and 
answered questions for a half hour, She’chose as her subject of the evening to 
concentrate on Russia. Highlights of her talk are as follows: 


"The importance of Russia to us is that it gives us a chance to gain time. I 

get a Bulletin from England which gives much information you do not get in 

this country. It is somewhat like the Bulletins that come out of Washington, but 

it is a government release. The Bulletin from England gives much fuller information. 


“When TIMOSHENKO made that drive, we thought the fall of Kharkhov was imminent. 
Neutral observers in Switzerland tell us there was discontent among the Russian : 
people and that TIMOSHENKO's move was as much political as it was a military move. 
I think that is interesting, don't you, but Washington didn't tell us. 2+. eee 


"The losses in the Red Army have been colossal; they have had to move up mos tly 
untrained troops - untrained TESErVESs ceo cee 
"Another observer whose comments come to us through the Swiss, tells of the 
German occupation of part of Russia and actually told them a year ago of the 
hatred of the Russians against the ECyree TEZIiMC. coe v0 


"The Germans have taken all of the Crimea except Revaatanel: and if we can believe 
our papers that may have been taken today as well. .The Germans have done just 
what I told you I thought they would do. There is a provisional Government in the 
Ukraine sponsored by the Nazis, headed by PAVLENKO (?) and the leader of the 
Ukrainian Nationalist Movement - GENERAL SATCHENCO (?.) has organized and placed 

> at the disposition of the Germans an army of 150,000 Ukrainians,who are now fight- 
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“ing the Rumanians. Why we haven't heard these important facts I cannot tell 
you. Evidently the Bureaus of Washington do not feel we are old enough to - 
know the facts. I do not think that Washington etyes us eens but the 
truth, but they’ do not tell us all the facts. 


‘We have a great many Ukrainians (I was on the Baltimore Sun during the last 

war and made a survey of alien born for them) so I know that we have a great 

many Ukrainians. We then had more than three million Ukrainians. The) TUTUNYIKS 

are the underground Ukrainian movement and it would be interesting to know 
_what the TUTUNYIKS are doing now in America - that is something the FBI ought 

to be interested in. The Ukrainians have been doing underground work for years 

and are all over this country. There is a possible fifth colum.,. They are ~ 
‘ very experienced in guerilla tactics. All the time I was in prison in Russia, 
the Ukrainian Guerrillas kept up a warfare and are now probably. included in 

the German Army. «see oes - \ 

/ 

"Destruction of factories by Russians in the Ukraine, (the industrial section 
of Russia), loss of the water-power of the Dneiprestroy Dam which has not been 
ay repaired, was no doubt due to these Guerrillas. A great many of those factories 
in Kiev, Orel, etc. the Germans are now using to capacity. This too has not 
; been told us. The Germans have put in substitute machinery and are using 
FS efficiently these Soviet industries which we were led to. believe were hopelessly 

ruined. That is the explanation why we have not heard of the fall of these 
cities. eooe¢ oeo 


ss ) . . a 
ye "A Swiss’ observer said food conditions are very bad and Russians are just as 3 
lle hard up as in Germany, and this largely hinges on inadequate Russian transportation. 

x a 

4 "The civilian population in Moscow is fareing very badly. I wish the CIO could 
é hear this. The defense workers work .from 14 to 16 hours a day and have only one 
% 


day off in 24 = 24 hours. Twenty-four hours off in 24 days and that is ALL they 
get in the mmition works. I do wish the CIO could hear me say this. They 
are given food in the Government dining rooms. In the morning: hot water and 
black bread - all they want of it but nothing else; at ‘noon - soup, bread - all ~- 
they want of it, boiled meat with potatoes and black bread; at night: soup. 
and black bread without the meat. Consequently efficiency has dropped considerably 
but that is still going on. There isn't enough seed to go around for this year's 
harvest. Most of the seed grain has come from the Ukraine which is. now in German 
hands. They are short of fodder and about 25% of the cattle have been killed 
for meat. A Swedish observer said that he cannot exaggerate the importance of 
the lend-lease supplies going to Russia. Whatever happens in Russia will prolong 
this war if it goes against the United Nations, but Russia cannot win this war; 
~~ the powers who will win this war, he’ said, are the powers that will win control 
, of the sea and the air. We know the combined production of Britain and the 
d United States is going to eventually exceed any possible potential productive 
i ‘capacity of the Axis powers. If Russia is defeated, and it is by no means 
certain that she will be defeated, Hitler has not won the war unless he, gets 
control of the sea lanes of the world. So it is nota hopeless. picture. 
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“Attrition of Germany is tremendous and it is getting more and more difficult 
for them to turn back, The negative value of the Russian campaign is of enormous 
value to us. ‘es. ; . 
“The Swiss observer says that the Soviet Government is encouraging the Russian 
poeple to exercise their religion. When he was in Yaroslav all 40 churches 
were closed, When the attack on Russia began, the Yaroslav authorities found 
one old priest and told him he could open a church a few weeks ago. The old. 
priest (there are no young priests in Russia) did not: want to be caught by the 
OGPU and would not accept, so he was taken to Moscow and brought before the 
Commissar of Education and impressed with his authority. He was returned to 
Yaroslav and he is now preaching every Sunday and Saint's Day to huge crowds, 
: and Red Army soldiers, and it is so crowded that people cannot get in unless 
they come early. 


"About 300,000 Polish prisoners were left in Russia after the last war in Poland - 
they were Polish Catholics. 100,000 are in the Polish Legion. Russians flocked 
into it. All réligious symbols were abolished and the Polish Soldiers carved 
crosses out of bones, Even though the old Russian Church did not approve of 

the Catholic Church, the Russians begged for the crosses and the Polish soldiers 
could have given away hundreds more than they had. It- shows that a quarter 

of a century is not going to destroy the impulses of the soul ~ a quarter of 
century of anti-religious activity. I think the same ‘thing will happen some 

day in Germany. : 


é 


"The news about the Aleutian Islands is very good indeed. As long as the’ oe 
Japanese kept their Navy intact, they caught several of our ships on the way 

to India with supplies. .... They allowed their ships to ‘get within range of 
land based aircraft and that is what happened to the Repulse, and yet the 
Japanese did that very thing in the Coral Sea without any land based aircraft 
to fall back on; the same thing happened in the Midway battles and the Aleutian 


Islands. eos ses 


"It is possible that the Russians may start an offensive against the Japanese - 
and it is significant that the Japanese were not mentioned in the Russian-Anglo- 
American agreements. It looks like the Japanese fleet is too crippled for any 
offensive against Alaska, but occupying the Aleutian Island ATTU is only 400 
miles from KORMANDOSK (?) (in the Arctic Sea) ISLAND and the Russians have an 
air base there - a very fine air base and radio station, and from there it is 
only about 600 miles to PETROPAVLASK (?) the largest Naval (Russian) bases in 
the Near East and of so much more importance to the Russians than Vladivostock, 
because it is in the Sea of Japan and blocked by narrow straights. HARBARRON (? ) 
is of far more importance to the Russians than Vladivostock. Vladivostock is 

of no earthly good whatever to the Russians and I don't think the Russians would 
seriously try to defend it, but Petropavlask is important. By a series of steps, 
the Russians could receive supplies from us from Anchorage, from Dutch Harbor 
and so on. Even land based aircraft could be used against the Japanese. If the 
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"Japanese have ever so slender a foothold in the Aleutians, they would be able 
to place observers and intercept and forestall our cooperation with the 
Russians, and have 4 base they could intercept an offensive that would start 
from this side for Tokyo. a 

“I travelled all across Russia and up to Irkutsk, but I have not been up above: 
the Kamchatka Penunsila. The other day I had a visit from an Army Officer from 
San Francisco. He asked for data and I went to the library and found what I 
could and then I went and talked with one of my Russian friends here. We 

have no permanent military observers at the Russian front. The Russians are 
very secretive. In 19354 the Russian Icebreaker .CHEVISKIN (2) wa&s marooned for 
one winter and Soviet aviators rescued the crew coe (She told of Artic being 
made habitable, of Soviet development of oil, coal, nickel, etc. - - deve lopment 
of electricity, . growing of vegetables under electricity, building of homes on 


poles that reach down to ice bed which never melts and they are founded on ice 


instead of a rock, but this keeps them from tilting as the ice melts, etc.) 


"I was perfectly amazed to find that the Russians have maintained a summer sea 
route out through the Bering Sea and have a chain of air bases up to CAPE OTTO 
SCHMIDT. «e+ From Cape Cheluskin to Cape Otto Schmidt there have been placed 


air bases and landdng places so you see what: tremendous impor tance ThA develop= 


ment is to us. 


_ 


ny think ELMEPKRAYIS is one of our finest commentators. He is a very ihtimate 
friend of ROBERZXSHERWOOD, who writes the President's fireside chats. This is 
just a little bit of Masninevos gossip I wanted to tell youe , ; 


"Going back to the Japanese, historically the Japanese might well say to them- 
selves What” right. have they to the maritime provinces which were technically 
a part of the Chinese Empire'?. [I think it is almost certain the Japanese will 
be involved with Russia unless. Germany overcomes the Russians. The Japanese 
have all they-intended to do by taking Burma until they subjugated China, 

They were a to take at cas and RRESERE CET: but for once the i ai were too 
smart -for once. 


(Discussion started from the eevee to which MARGUERITE HARRISON BLAKE 
responded as follows: ) 

"T do not singe much faith in reports that conditions are bad in Germany. If 
the general public and even some officials at Washington might induce you to 
make a premature landing in Holland or Belgium or somewhere else - I am leery 
of those reports. I don't believe anything like that Hamburg incident would 
get out of Germany without some purpose of the Germans themselves." r 


Regarding inquiry ‘concerning deley of German Spring Offensive: aE think the 


tremendous transportation problems and RAF crippling of industries has delayed the 
German offensive, ROMMEL's offensive has been an endless battle. I think it was 


abe 
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"chiefly mechanical difficulties that stood in the’ way of the German offensive. 


“Et think the Germans really thought they could establish a fairly effective new 


order in every conquered country and it has been more of a drain I believe 
than they realized, and there are four German divisions in io sail ie still 
and they have had to double their men in every conquered country." 


YY 


‘ 


In response to request for more of the background of the Ukraine: "From the |. 

time of the OCTOBRISTS in 1828, there began to be a distinctly Ukrainian Nationalist 
Movement. There was a provisional government set up by the Germans in the 

Ukraine and I knew Mr. PETLORA (?) later in Poland, Then the Bolshevicks fought 
them for a time. In the Ukraine has been a separatist movement; a certain 


' element would accept help from anybody. In America the Ukrainians are principaly 


in New York, coal fields of Pennsylvania, Cleveland, Cincinnati, and in the 


_grain fields of Minnesota and the Mid-West. There are huge settlements of 


Ukrainians in Canada - mostly farmers, where they don't even speak English. My 


- husband dnd I-drove across Canada last summer - from Winnipeg to Calgary across 


the worst transcontinental highway in the world - we went through many of these 


Ukrainian villages where no English is even spoken - all through these strategic 


wheat growing regions. I stopped in many of them. I am just wondering how 
strong fair eae is in all of these places." TUR - UKRAINIAN SECRET 


SOCIETY). 


She further emphasized that Sweden although neutral was still supplying Germany 
with huge quantities of coal. 


\ 


= pregaSocanr closed the meeting. She serves as a sort of agent seemingly for 


Miss’ HARRISON. She reminded the group, as she has announced at the beginning 
of the evening, that the next meeting will probably convene at the Hotel NORMANDIE. 
She recommended dinner there. preceding the meeting. Mis OLLOWAY, formerly 

of the Women's Athletic Club which is now defunct, is staying there and would 
handle arrangements for them, as she had done when they met the Women's Athletic 
Clubfor Miss HARRISON' s her tunn es However, they will send those present postal 
invitations in advance.’ 


_No further coverage will be made on the lectures or meetings held 
by Subject who now appears to have occasional meetings at different homes from 


time to time, usually charging an admission fee. For the time being, this case 
will be closed at the Los Angeles Field Division, office of eo . 
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hose. identity is known to the Bureau. 
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Harriso Blake INTERNAL SECURITY» 


—CONRTDENE EAE 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: © _ Subject started a new series of lectures, four in 

number, to be given on the dates of July 8 and 22 
‘and August 5 and 19, 1942, before members of the 
American Banking Institute, sponsored by the Women's 
Committee, An informant attended the first lecture 
on July 8, 1942, and her report describing the lec- 
.ture is quoted herein. <A pamphlet of the American . 
Banking Institute, published at Los Angeles, reflects 
that subject was once a foreign agent in Russia for 
the U. S. State Department. In the lecture she des- 
cribed herself as-:a spy working in Russia on espion- 
age during the revolutionary period of 1918. 


=p. 


DETAILS : : This case is being reopened to report another lecture given 
aaa by the subject on July 8, 1942, which is the first lecture 

of a series of four lectures to be given before and under the auspices of the Los 
Angeles chapter of the American Institute of Banking. This lecture was given at 

629 South Hill Street, Los Angeles... Prior reports and correspondence. on subject 

appear in Bureau File No. 100-4,0298, - 


An informant attended this lecture and is. .describetas Source 


Q. The report of Informant Q concerning the lecture of pub jeoe Se, Sue 19l2, is 
as follows: 


"Between 50 and 60. persons were present, all women’ with, Sthe xcBpti on of 


three or four men, and largely Bank a a 
Ne DEbE A ; gy 
"Miss HARRYSONIy jas she , seme ARLE eave more of an Intfductory-y) 
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"the map, as a preliminary to future addresses, 

: ) 
"She told of her personal acquaintance with Premier REFIK SAYDAM 
of Turkey who died that day which she greatly deplored and felt it 
was a real tragedy that he had to go at this crucial time. She 
stated; 


: : ; 
"tTurkey is very helpless. They grew to hate the Germans in the 
last War.' She pointed out the encirclement of Turkey and squeeze 
play the Axis powers are pursuing, which if successful will cut 
Turkey off from the outside world. She repeated: 'The death today 
of Premier SAYDAM is very tragic, as he was very friendly to America, 
I knew him very well, It won't be surprising if ROMMELL doesn't 

get a set back, that Turkey will go with the Germans. Turkey has 

no industries, In Russia things do not look so good and we will 
have to wait a few days because Russian and German dispatches are 

so contradictory, before we know approximately what is transpiring... 


"!The general German advance is to the Urals in’an effort to cut all 
railway lines to Moscow...Hitler hasn't as far to go for that Russian 
oil as many people seem to think. Oil wells are also at Malotub (7) 
on the North side of the Caucasus and that will be Hitler's first ob- 
jective. It is comparatively easy country to fight over. That is the 
country of the picturesque Cossacks - a grazing country - crossed 
only by two railroads which run up in the general direction of Moscow, 
If Hitler ever gets to Rostov, he will have,a lot of difficulty, but 
he will have more difficulty to reach Baku and cross the Caucasus Mts. 
which are 16 to 18,000 feet high. Next time I want to talk to you 
more about Russia and pap eseulsn sy about Siberia. 


"!The oil wells in the Kerch Peninsula produce about 20% and about 80% 
of Russia's oil is produced on the other side of the mountains. 


-"Miss HARRISON was asked why the British didn't blow up the oil wells 


in Roumania. She a cece 


"tRoumania was weteaiy occupied. Germany occupied Roumania but not 
technically and up to a certain period under international law, there 
was no valid reason, as~Roumania had the status of a neutral country. 
Since Roumania has been. at war with Britain and we have been also for 


‘about a month at war with Roumania, some of our own Americans bombed 


those fields. Sometimes we wonder if it might be better for us to be 


more unscrupulous than to stick so ‘closely to Pan ver pe renee law, ! a 


"She was next asked peur her imprisonment in , Russia, She stated: 


"tI was an agent of the American Government and was doing what was known 


aia 
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"tas espionage, and I was quite as guilty as some of these gentlemen 
the Germans have shot. JI was much more iniquitous than Edith Cavell - 
she was comparatively imocent during the last war, end in view of 
what I did do, I think the Russians treated me all right. I was 

there during their revolution and right after it. They thought me 
more valuable’ alive than dead and from their point of view that 

proved to be right. I speak and write Russian too, and I went into 
Russia during their revolution as an agent.? 


"She was then asked how the Germans continue to have so many supplies. 
and reinforcements if their industries are being bombed right along 
as we read in the press, She replied: 


"tWe must remember that the short nights are now on - it is the summer 
season. To get to Berlin and back with bombs during that brief period 
of darkness is very difficult and bombing of their Western factories 

is more vital right now. If we ever get a foothold on the Continent, 
you may be very sure there will be many bombs dropped on Czechoslovakia, 
etc,! ’ 


"Regarding superiority in airplanes, she stated: 


"tIn the building of airplanes, honors have been pretty nearly divided 
between Britain and the United States, The British acknowledge some 


. of ours are better and America acknowledges some of theirs are better. 


We haven't reached the point where we standardize all mechanized equip- 
ment. Ours is a little different from the British equipment, just as 
the French warships are very different from the Germans, and if we 
take them over eventually we will have to train French crews to man 
them. In all armies of Democracy, which are very small in peace time, 
you get an officer class with old traditions. We had it in the last 


World War and fared very badly until General Foch was made Commander 


in Chief. I think we would find a great deal of deadwood now. You 
have noticed thet Admiral KIMMEL and General SHORT in connection with 
Pearl Harbor have not been court martialed although they have been 

made scape-goats. I don't think Washington was ready for that emer- 
gency as the totalitarian powers are. “We dislike to believe in trea- 
chery. JI think the blame was right in Washington.....The British were 
much the same in Singapore. On December 12th (?) our General MacARTHUR, 
although the Japanese had already attacked Pearl Harbor - his planes 


_ were all on the ground. I don't think we should criticize, I think 


we should pitch in and remedy all short-comings and all pull together.! 
"She was next asked about sending of food to starving Europe and replied; 
"'Feeding of starving Europe is almost impossible at this time. Our most 


important thing is winning thiswar. We must realize we have to supply 
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"tour own troops in the British Isles, send vast supplies to Russia 

by two routes - Murmansk or up through the Persian Gulf. I-want to 
talk to you about sending materiel through the North Sea next time. 
Australia has no oil. We have troops on the Persian Gulf, at Eretrea 
and elsewhere, and we haven't enough merchant tonnage to. get supplies 
to our own troops. Any food for Europe is not a live issue, terrible 
though it sounds. However, if the war is won, and during the Armistice 
period, we will have.to do something. I don't think people realize 

how important this shipping business is. We must have- production, but 
we cannot have it without materials - tin from Bolivia, iron ore, copper 
from Chile, manganese from South America....I could go through along 
list of srategic materials. In addition'we have to keep the loyalty 

of the Latin American countries by supplying them with manufactured - 
stuff. I think one of the reasons Argentine has stood aloof is because 
we have not sent them all they want; they are getting short on cars, 
tires, radios, sewing machines, and that is’ part of our good neighbor 
job to supply them, That is far more important than Mr. Rockefeller's 
expensive propaganda, We are a feng way from being safe yet.'. 


"She was asked regarding uprisings in the occupied countries at the 
present time and stated: 


"t] think the uprisings in the occupied countries at the present time 
are having hardly any influence except as they necessitate keeping 
larger garrisons in those localities, ‘When and if a second front is 
opened they may be in position to give aid, although I think we may 
have our second front in the near East, but I have reason to know 
that ground is being laid by secret agents. Today it is merely a 
bomb dropped here and there and great masses of people have no arms _ 
to use, and it simply means killing of hundreds of people.' 


"The next question concerned the influence ae Spain, and she replied; 


“t J don't believe Spain enters into Hitler's strategic plans now, 


and-in fact he may find he is going to too many places at once, and 
as long as Spain.is more or less neutral for the time being I do not 
think he will bother...Everything depends on how long it is before 
Russia is defeated and if Rommel holds out. The road through Norway 
is very. difficult. Some information I get from'various sources shows 
definitely that the Italian people would welcome the British. If 
Rommel were wiped out and the allies were once into Italy, they could 
Spread up into France and Austria and that is a very beautiful and 
alluring prospect, but where and when will depend on developments in 
Africa. China wants us to open a Far Eastern front and it seems to me 
China is a little optimistic, All supplies have to come to China by 
air, and I don't think that is very promising unless the Japanese open 
it themselves and I will talk to you about that next time,! 
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"She was asked when she was last in Germany, and ‘steted Cree re food 
supplies): 


"ttn 1939, when my husband and I were in Germany, according to our 
standards, the food situation was serious, We left Germany a few 
days before Hitler went into Poland in the summer of 1939 and we 
motored through Germany, and we had no butter (as we stopped along 
the way with friends, etc.), very little milk, no beef or mutton, 
which was preserved for the Army, but all the horse meat you wanted, 
plenty of potatoes and coarse vegetables, sugar was scarce and all 
we got was synthetic, no pepper unless you asked the head waiter 
.for it. The peasants were not allowed to keep their grain and flour. 
The standerd bread was grey and composed of all sorts of things that 
gave you indigestion. We had no real coffee but substitute chicory 
and dried peas were served for coffee. We lived that way for four 
weeks and there was plenty of that; that is, you could. get all the 
horse steaks you wanted,! F 


"She was asked what to believe as to losses, etc, on the Soviet front 
and commented; ; : 


"tThe Russian casualty lists should be divided by - at least five to : 
get the proper number and you should multiply the German casualty 
lists by two, and you might then get somewhere near the truth. Propa- 
ganda in this war is just as much a.weapon as tanks or guns. People 

of all conquered countries are being made to work, They have now 

begun to conscript Jews in the German Army, I noted in the press. . 

(laughter). All dogs in Holland above 18 inches in height have been 
requisitioned by the German Army. That interested me because we are 

so fond of our dog. Just imagine Shaws 


"She was asked if foreign Sapesapondents are permitted to go to the 
Soviet front and stated: 


"tPoreign correspondents when making visits of ceremony are not 
allowed on the Russian front. All dispatches come from Moscow or 
Kubyshev and to a very large extent that is one of the draw-backs 
there has been; it has been only on very rare occasions when members 
of our military mission wére permitted to visit the front lines.'" 


A pamphlet issued by the Los hee chapter of. the American 
Institute of Railing is entitled "World Conflict in Review", and carriés a pic- 
ture of subject under the name of MARGUERITE HARRISON, described as a "world 
traveler, writer and speaker", The pamphlet indicates that there will be a 
series of four lectures on July 8 and 22 and August 5 and 19, 19he, between the . 
hours of 6 and 7:30 P.M. A photograph of the GUEdeeY appears on this pamphlet, 


q 
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together with the titles given by her as to the a matter on which she 
will “speak, which are as follows: 


"Geopolitical Ambitions of Aggressors" 
"The Military Struggle for Power" 
"Comments Keyed to Events" 

"Our Country Today and Tomorrow" 
"Siberia and the Aleutians Next?" — 
"Can the Russians Hold out This Summer?" 

“Witty, Forceful, Accurate, Timely” 

"Speaking from Personal Observation" 


The American Institute of Banking publishes a booklet 
entitled "The Los Angeles Banker", In its-issue of July 1942, Page 17, it 
further describes the lecture to be given by subject under the name of MARGUERITE 
HARRISON, and again carried a photograph of the subject, as well as an article 2 oS 
written concerning the subject by FRANCES MEAD, of the California Bank. In 
this pamphlet, she is described as "a trained political observer-journalist, 

‘whose travels have taken her-to every country now involved in the war." Further, 
that her lecture will be in the form of a lecture-map talk-discussion class, 
The pamphlet indicates that the lectures are sponsored by the Women's Committee 
of the American Banking Institute. . The pamphlet states that subject is stu- 
diously impersonal in her observations, and that she has proven herself start- 
lingly accurate in her commentaries.in a news world charged with propaganda. 
Further description of subject in this pamphlet relates that she began her 
career aS a newspaper writer for the Baltimore "Sun" after her education in 
Europe and the United States had given her 4 rich background of world culture. 
The pamphlet states that the state of Maryland delegated her to go overseas 
just before Christmas in 1918 to show motion pictures of Maryland families and 
towns to the state's men in foreign service. Once in Europe Mrs. HARRISON soon 
made her way to Germany and was special correspondent for the Baltimore "Sun", 
and thence went to Russia, according to this pamphlet. 


She is further described as really a foreign agent for the 
United States State Department when she was on assignment in Russia, since this: 
country then was not officially recognizing the revolutionary government of 
Russia, The pamphlet states that under cover of newspaper reporting subject . 
unearthed material valuable to this country, but that her spy activijties were 
detected, The pamphlet indicates that subject was Prisoner 2961 in Lubianka prison 
in Russia, and that she lived the ‘confined life of a political prisoner there for 
two years, The article reflects that through the efforts of the American Relief 
Administration, which had sent food and personnel to Russia to combat the famine, 
all political prisoners were released unconditionally. The pamphlet indicates 
that subject has travelled in Africa, where she was during the time of the film- 
ing of the motion picture "Grass", The article states that she later went to 
France, where she resided until recently; to England; thence to Nazi Germany ; 
and in 1941 through the central part of Canada. The pamphlet states that subject 
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knows the problems of Japan, Siberia and Manchuria from first hand study, as 
well as knowing the problems of Turkey, Syria, and the entire Near Behe 


The lectures are by invitation only to members of the 
American Sauvide Institute, and an admission charge of $1,00 for the series 
of four lectures is charged to members and $1.40 for non-members, 


The instant case will be kept open to poner’ the result 
of observation of the other three lectures, 


The original report of Source Q, together with the bulletin 


and eee of the American Banking Institute described in this report, are 
being placed in the Los Angeles Field Division file. 


~J 
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‘THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION: 


At Los Angeles, California, will report substance of 


future lectures, ; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ANGELES 3 CALIFORNTA FILE NO. 


REPORT MADE AT , DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
4 WHICH MADE 


| ) LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNTA| 8/22/42 7/22, 8/5,19/42 D. W. MAGEE 


ee : 

\"* MARGUERITE ELTON HARRISON BAKER” BLAKE, with | oMAnscTen or case 

ay aliases: Marguerite Harrison, Margaret — INTERNAL shet UREFY --- 
Harrison’ Blake 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: —GONFEDENTIAL— 


Subject gave 3 additional lectures before the American 
Institute of Banking, Los Angeles, July 22, August 5 and 
19, 1942. The subject. matter of the July 22 lecture 
> again concerned Subject's travel in the Soviet Union, 
and had reference to the Aleutian Islands, but was mostly 
po descriptive of Russia. Subject claimed that she knew 
LENIN and had talked with him as well as having met STALIN. 5 

: Subject's lecture on August 5 was on India and was descrip— we 
ah tive, with considerable speculation, together with observa- 
| tion of her foreign travel. The lecture of August 19 con- bos 
ee cerned France, the Japanese situation, the Solomon Islands 
situation and- made reference to her experiences in Berlin 
as well as in Russia when she was imprisoned. Subject care- 

fully avoided any indication of favoring any racial group 

and was very speculative in her lectures. No further inves- 
tigation will be made for the time being in view of the fact 
that this is her last advertised lecture as of August219, 
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DETAILS: 


AT 10S ANGEEES, GALTFORNEA: 


This report covers lectures made by Subject on the dates of duly 
22, August 5, and August 19, 1942, respectively, which were given before mem— 
bers of the Los Angeles chapter of the "American Institute of aa at 
629 South Hill Street, Los Angeles. 


At the lecture on July’ 22, 1942, there were fifty or sixty people 
present. At the lecture on August 5 there were about forty women present, 
- and at the lecture on August 19 there were approximately sixty persons present, 
all of whom were women with the exception of one or two men. This group of 
lectures represents a complete series and although Subject gave lectures before 
other groups on subsequent occasions, no additional coverage or investigation 
will be made on eupyeet'e activities unless the Bureau requests further inves- 
tigation. : 

An informant attended this lecture and is described as Source Q. 
The reports of informant Q covering the lectures of Subject on July 22, August 
5 and 19, respectively, are as follows: 

+ 2 


July 22, 1942 


"iiss Harrison!, as she is called, told of her Sevaouak travels in 

the Orient and. Russia. She spoke without notes, as she usually does, 
and frequently referred to a map of the world. .She stressed that she 
was endeavoring to give a view of Russia, rather than a military dis- 
cussion, mode of transportation, dwellings in which she stayed, etc., 
which I will not include in this summary. She was much more definite 
in her opinions and less detached in her presentation than at any other 
time I have heard her speak. What impressed me as the highlights of her 
talk are as follows: — i: : 


"The Soviet Union is three times larger than the United States. Very. 
' few people in this country seem to realize that the Ukraine, including - 
Kiev, has been in the hands of the Germans for almost a year. This is 

a tremendous agricultural area and also that belt supplies ‘about all 
the sugar, but more important at Odessa was the great, tremendous elec- 
tric power plant - the Dneipstroy Dam. That Dam was largely built by 
an American, Col. Hugh L. Cooper. Russians blew up the Dam, but the 
Germans are enormously resourceful and no doubt have some of the indus- 
tries functioning again. © 


“The Ukrainians are known as the "little Russians" or "Red Russians." 


The Germans have been very clever in taking advantage of that situa- 
2 tion and have established a very flourishing puppet government in the 
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Ukraine and they have a Ukrainian Parliament. That part has not been 
invaded by the. Guerrillas, and that must mean that the Germans are get- 
ting considerable support. . ¥ 


"The Donetz Basin supplies 80% of the coal and about 69% of.the iron ore — 


of Russia. Now Russian coal has to come from the Ural Mts. 


"Another thing you don't hear about is the fact that Leningrad has been 

' beseiged for over a year and some of the largest industries are around 
Leningrad; they are now useless to the Russians.’ The Germans have pos- 
session of ____, Orel, and munition towns around Moscow. That is one 
of the handicaps the Russians have and that is why there is such a des- 
perate ery for our munitions, and we are sending material around Norway 
and up through the Peraian Gulf. . 


"The Crimea and Sevastosst were taken by the Germans and they have 
almost cleaned up the Crimea. Today they are pushing on to Rostov. 
They are moving so as to take Stalingrad, the importance of which is 
not only that it is the gateway to the Caucasus, but is the gateway to 
the supplies of the munitions. from the allies. I have been all over 
that part of Persia and I would love to tell you about it some day. 
‘Through Persia is one of the “safest ways to send in material to Russia. 


"From Astrakhan hase is nothing but a single track railroad. If \ 
Hitler takes Rostov, our munitions will have to go entirely by the; 
Caspian Sea and up the Volga. If he moves across Stalingrad, he has 
broken the line of supplies of American tanks and munitions and will 
not have those to face. He will have shut off the sea route. That is 
the real purpose of that move of Hitler's; if successful it will shut 
out our supplies. There is a possibility that we may have a second’ 
front opened for us in the Near East. We have a tank corps in Egypt. 
‘We, with the United Nations, may be compelled to open a second front. 


"The Germans will have a clear sweep and will block oil to ve Russians. 


as well as munitions, but will not be able to get a real amount of oil 

until they cross the Caucasus Mountains. There are two pipelines but 
to get across those Mountains, there is only one single track railroad 
and the Mountain passes go straight up from the. plains 14,00 to 16,000 
feet. There they have fat tailed sheep, caracul. rs 


“The occupation of our three little Aleutian Islands, I am inclined to 
think, may be getting ready for an attack on Siberia. Manchukuo is. 
already Japanese. In the event Russia came on our Side, we would bomb 
from Vladivostok, many seem to think, but believe me the Japanese will 
be there first; we won't have a chance. The Southern half of Sakhalin 
Island is also Japanese. The danger to the Japanese is not, from Vladi- 
vostok, which I imagine will be lost very quickly, but the danger is at 
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Petropavlovsk and Komandorskie Island, which is only about 450 miles 
from the Aleutians. The Japanese will want to neutralize Komandorskie 
and Petropavlovsk. Nikolaevsk is also of great importance; that is at 
the mouth of the Amur River and is very valuable because it is near 
enough for fighter planes - only about 1200 miles from the Japanese 
Islands. That is a very important Soviet base. Consequently the Jap- 
anese realize Nikolaevsk and Petropavlovsk are a deadly danger to them. 
The Japanese know all this. 


"The North East Passage, up through the Bering Sea, over through the 
Kara Sea, was never developed until the Bolsheviks made it practical. 
The Russians have taken these rivers and used then for waterways for 
hydroplanes. They have developed coal, oil wells. (She told of build- 
ing of houses on props based on rocks below the ice; ground frozen all 
year round; growing of wheat in two months; raising of tomatoes, etc. 
in the Arctic Circle in hot-houses with use of electricity, and other 
items previously reported in another lecture). The’ Russians have meteo- 
rological stations on all of these Islands which furnish reports which 
enable a fleet of ice-breakers to function most of the year. Local 
steamers serve between ports in the Arctic and Vladivostok. The ice- 
breakers chart the passage by the help of the patrol planes who relay 
the reports from the meteorological stations. Miss Harrison elaborated 
on this "fascinating development" and based her comment on a book which 
during the ensuing question period’ she stated was published in 1937, by 
an Englishmen, Smolker (? Ys "40,000 Against the Arctic". - Miss Harrison 
continued: 


"I think the effort of the Japanese in the Aleutians is to largely fore- 
stall our sending supplies through the North East Passage,. which is about 
3,000 miles shorter and no Germans are there, and it is an absolutely 
safe route. I think that is Dea sane and rational explanation about the. 
Aleutian Islands. 


"IT have been all over the Bhstern part.of Siberia. I went from Tokyo 
some years ago. The Japanese have a very important base at Kuril Is- 
land. When I went to Hakodate - just a lone woman - this is sometimes ~ 
called the Gibraltar of the East - I went out to photograph an old cas-. 
tle. A crowd followed me. My camera’was taken from me and all the 
films were taken from me. That is the way the Japanese were watching 
us ten years ago when we were letting them photograph our harbors, etc. 
Then I went up to Southern Sakhalin Island. The Japanese have occupied. 
it for five years after the World War and they were put out of that 
Island in 1922, following the Washington Disarmament Conference. The 
natives of old Sakhalin are very interesting; they are descendants of 
convicts who were sent there by the Czars. It will be very useful to 
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the Japanese also as it has oil, which they have a lease on,, and also 
coal mines on the Eastern Coast. (She told of Harry Sinclair trying 
to obtain a lease for oil some years ago.) 


"Nikolaevsk is the center of the big fishing industry. I went to 
Nikolaevsk and 900 miles up the Amur River only a few years ago. The 


‘boat I travelled on was like an old boat on the Missouri River with 


wooden paddles. The first time and last time I could eat as much caviar 
as I wanted was on that trip. It was served in big, huge platters for ~ 
breakfast, with black bread. The boat burned wood for fuel. Placer 
miners were working all along these rivers. The finest and biggest 
tiger skins come from that part of the world - and not from India as 
many seem to think - these are much larger. It is ‘one of the most-ro- 
mantic trips in the world.. The Bolshviks have better boats now than 

the one I travelled on. 


"If there is a first class war in the next few weeks, the Trans- 
Siberian Railroad will be cut off immediately. When I came to Chita (2) 
I was arrested again by two guards and taken back to Moscow. ‘ 
"Mongolia is a Soviet dependency now. From Peiping to Russia is a 

Short distance and the Japanese may take that route. I left Kalgan, 
which is one way ‘the Japanese may choose, in Inner Mongolia, and went 
with an Englishman - six people in a anall Dodge car with our gasoline 
cans and baggage piled even with the tonneau -— in an old-fashioned Dodge 
car - not a sedan but one with the old collapsible top. (Described rock 
formation of Gobi desert, grazing land, lack of roads, etc.) The Llamas 
are the only people who live permanently - the natives roam from place 
to place. A funeral in Mongolia is terrible. as they feél the ground is 
full of spirits. They take their dead miles away and leave them to be 
eaten by dogs for that reason. (Touched on surroundings of the Living 
Buddha.) I stayed with en American (did not mention name) in Mongolia. 


‘We travelled over the old Silk Road of Marco Polo. I drove nearly a 
month after that with a picturesque Cossack and lived on tea and sugar, 


and black bread which you could occasionally buy, and a little meat 
dumpling that I carried along, as the tins I had brought from Peiping © 


were soon exhausted. (Told of heating these dumplings which frequently 
froze, after she brewed the tea which she brought from Peiping). 


"In Russia proper the Volga is just as useful to the Russians as the 
Danube is now to Germany. I-travelled down the Volga almost from the 
top. Gorki, now a big manufacturing center for the locomotive indus- 
try, was formerly known as Nizninovorgord. This was the terminal for 
the silk route from the Orient, and was a free city. The wealthy mer- 
chants of Europe used to gather there at their big Fair and buy the 
silks, teas, etc., from the east, before we discovered the sea route 


- to Asia. 
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"Kremlin" means "citadel" and many of the old towns in Russia have 
Kremlins besides Moscow... Kiev, Nizninovorgord and other Russian cities 
as well as Moscow have Kremlins. The Kremlin at Gorki and Kiev are 
‘outstanding. E. : 


"I went dow the Volga with Philip Snowden, head of the British Labor 
Party, Clifton (?), Bertrand Russell, who was barred from this countey, 
and ouner English people were on that boat. 


"Russia nas 14 different nationalities which are “recognized officially. 
(Following map) Kazan is a Mohammedan City and that area constitutes 

the Tartar Republic. I visited the town that used to be Sumara and is ~ 
now Kuibyshev, the present capital of Russia. I feel sorry for the © 
diplomatic people who have to live there. That part of the Volga is 
very ugly. Most of the Volga is very ugly. It has ugly clay banks, 
muddy yellow water, ~- it is not a beautiful romantic river as the song 
of the Volga Boatman would make you believe. The Don River on the con- 
trary is very beautiful. and I did not see any singing boatman on the _ 
Volga. \ : 

nt stopped at a German Colony which had been in Russia since the time 
of Catherine the Great, 200 years before. The Soviets, as soon as war : 
broke out with the Germans, moved all those people and they have been 

dispersed all over Siberia. The Bolsheviks changed the name of that 

place where this German Colony was started to Magnitogorsk. We also 

visited the birthplace of Lenin, which used to be Simbirsk, on the 

Volga, and now Ulyanowels (?). 


"Tt Knew Lenin sna talked with him and heard him iepeul many times. He 
was thick-set, always wore English tweeds, very meek looking but. was 
one of the most marvelous orators I have ever heard. (Described him. 
as speaking to hugh crowds yet appearing to talk with each one indi- 
vidually). I always remember as characteristic of Lenin the way he 
would stick his thumbs in this vet pocket (vest coat) when he talked. 
(She illustrated this). I met Stalin many times. Lenin never trusted 
Stalin. All Stalin did - he was the statistician of..the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. He was piling up the immense statistics which_were used in 
the successive five year plans.. Stalin was always very much in the 
background. (NOTE: This observer'was tempted to ask if Miss Harrison: 
knew Trotzky, but didn't as realized I was purely an observer. Might 
do so later if desired.) ee 

Miss Harrison explained that the Russian words ending in "grad" (such 
as Leningrad, etc.) was the Sauiyateny of our ee ending in "ville", 
She proceeded: . 
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"I have tried to give you sidelights on the great Soviet Union and make 
you visualize it as a country of real people. I gon't think their form 
of Government is of real importance. I do not approve of it. What is 
important is what was important years ago when President Teddy Roosevelt 
made the Japanese accept a compromise peace because it was to our advan- 
tage. It is to our advantage to see that the Soviet Union does not go 
under. The Soviet Union is our nearest neighbor. It faces one of our 
most vulnerable spots in Alaska. I hear Communists sometimes and. they 
poast of their achievements. One thing I know is the Russians are im- 
mensely brave and are fatalists, and one of their strong characteristics 
is that they are an agricultural people and they have the most tremendous 
love for the land and they are going to defend their land. When the 
Russians were largely serfs they fought just as bravely against Napoleon 
as they are fighting today under Stalin. The success of the Russian War 
has nothing to do with the form of Government in Russia today; they are 
fighting for their land and not a political. system. 


Miss Harrison concluded her 65 minute talk and questions followed for 
25 minutes. 


"She was first asked to describe the Central portion of Russia as she : 
had. only skirted the inhabited edges. She told of the agricultural - 
crops, etc.,.and“in an aside remark stated it was not generally known 
that Hoover (Herbert) and a man named La--- (Could not catch it, but 
‘sounded like Lacell or Lavell, but might inquire if desired, as traffic 
became loud at that moment) controlled all the aluminum ‘concessions in 
the Urals but lost them when the Bolsheviks came into power. She was 
pointing to the et Mounts and Magni togorsk area when she made this 
statement. 


"In answer to other questions she replied: 


"The Germans have kept a strangle-hold on Finland because of the valu- 
able tin mines there. The Northern sea route is open for three months 
-. in the summer. ‘ : 


"The North East Passage is so important. to Russia. That is why we are 
now bending every effort to build a road through British Columbia. 


"Korea would. not make a very good base for attack against the Japanese. 
The Japanese have control of every part of China through which we eaule 
get access to Korea. Korea is nearly all voleanic mountains.,. 


"When again asked about her arrest in the Soviet Union, she explained: 4 
I happened to have some knowledge of Russian and to have worked in 
Germany between the period of the Armistice getting information for our 
Government. and they thought I did good work and I was asked to go into 
Russia. I guess I was just as bad as these Bund gentlemen. I went as 
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& newspaper correspondent and got information = social, political, 
economic — and I was a spy and was put in jail. I was not an innocent 
victim; I was guilty and got caught doing my country's work. The issue 
means life and death for you:'and I was sentenced to be shot and was 
lucky te. get out with my life. 


"Stalin was educated to be a priest and turned out to be a bandit. 


"Miss Harrison again stressed our need for transportation and pointed 
out on the map the long haul we now have to take our supplies clear ~ 
around Africa to Egypt and the Near East, and to Russia. We have boys 
in. India, she continued, and we have troops in every quarter of the 
globe. Don't let us criticize our government directly or indirectly. 


“We had trenendous shipping idee" in the last war, but today the Ger- 
mans have the support of the huge ship-building yards of Holland, Den- 
mark, and France, which they did not have in‘the last war. She again 
emphasized this was not a aE hery discussion. 


"Miss Harrison erased the lecture, with the applause of her attentive 
audience, and with their approval announced her next talk to this 
group, August 5th, would revolve principally around India." 


August 1942 


"Upon her arrival, MARGUERITE 
recommendation of book by as 
story of the FBI. - 


RISON informally opened her talk with 
mates whom she stated tells the true 


"Highlights of her talk are as follows: 


"The crisis in India is getting nearer and nearer. The Indian National 
Congress is to deliver its ultimatus Friday to the British and the 
British will be given one week to think it over. Ghandi, whom we all 
admire although some of his doctrines you and-I don!t believe in, yet 
of course he has done some very fine things, -.Ghandi's statement that 
he would consider negotiating with the Japanese is very appalling not 
only to the British but to you and me. 


"Nehru, a leader of the Communist Party, is a very rich man and extreme- 


ly intelligent. Nehru says that if you give India independence, India 
will fight against the Japanese. Ghandi says they won't. Mohammedan 
Jinnah says they don't want to do what the Indian Congress requires: Its 
a nightmare - it's so fantastic. ‘Then you have the Princes. 


rae - ae 


s. 


MW 53278 Docld:34353539 Page 35 


Le 


"The Japanese are now. in Burma, some think merely holding off an in- 
vasion in India. If Nehru instead of Ghandi should have his way, the 
“best fighters in India who are the Mohammedans — 80,000,000 of them - 

- would never fight under a Hindu Army. The Mohammédans would probably 

' fight the Hindus if the British got’ out. The Indian Amy hasn't the 
possibility of maintaining itself in india without the support of the 
United Nations. None of the Indian leaders have nee any experience 
from a military Way e 


“"WOut of the 390,000,000 people in India, 80,000,000 are Mohammedans. 
‘The rest are Hindus, Ghandi's following, Bios: and are for the most 
part pacifistic. The allied forces cannot and are not going to retire 
from India, including our own. 


. (She then pointed out Caleutta and other points of interest on the map.) 


‘We are sending ships with supplies for the Indian Armies, and, most 
important, the only supplies practically that can get into China by car- 
go planes across terrific mountainous country from Calcutta, avoiding 
Burma to Chungking, China, where General Stillwell and the remaining 
part of our Eagle Squadron. So you see we have a vital need to keep 
China going. If we keep in contact with Chungking, which is inland, 

we can bomb Tokyo as we all want to do from there. We lost the chance 
to get supplies through Indo-China when Vichy France made that impossi- 
ble. If we lose India, or India is allowed to get into a state of an- 
archy, where we cannot maintain our forces there, we will have lost our 
door to China. American planes with American boys are taking off while 
we are talking; they are taking off from near Calcutta with bombs for 
China. 


. "There is no oil in China. Until a few months ago, the Chinese were ~ 

getting supplies from Russia. From Alma Ata (7), almost on the Sinkiang 
Border, a motor road goes to Chungking, to-China. Until the Russians 
were so hard pressed, they were sending some supplies in by that route 
but I am afraid they will not be able to do so for some time. On'India 
may rest the fate of this part of the United States. 


“If China goes’ and the Japanese have no further concern thee. then ~ 
the Japanese threat to the Aleutians will become a reality. We have 
just as much at stake as the British have in keeping India in hand. 
Suppose the Japanese should get into India, either through Mr. Ghandi 
or through general demoralization. The Japanese are sinking our trans- 
ports in the Indian Ocean. The next. thing would be to block the en- 
trance of the. Persian Gulf. We have hundreds of men in-the Bahrein 
vicinity and millions of dollars of investments. American interests 
there and the Anglo-Persian oil companies are supplying India with oil, 
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which is transported to China from India. At the top of the Persian 
Gulf we have hundreds of American engineers double tracking the rail- 
road up to the Caucasus. We may hear of an allied military force which 


. will have to keep from Uniting of Japanese and Germans through India. 


"Here are the Mosul oil fields (pointing to map) in Iraq. They are 
invaluable to the war in Egypt and-constitute one of the reasons the 
British have been able to hold the Mediterranean and Egypt. Pipe lines 
go to Haifa and Syria and the British and Free French are now poset ns. 


Syria. 


"Our American bombers are undoubtedly getting a large part of their oil 
supplies from those Iraq oil fields. When you once let go of India, you 
lose.all that. Oil is one of the principal things that they are fight- 
ing this war with. The Netherlands East Indies are gone. We and our 
allies would have no oil nearer than Pennsylvania, California and Vene- 


.zuela and the Axis powers would have possession of the entire oil fields 


of the world, and that is why the British situation in India is so impor- 
tant to the United States and to you and I today. ; 


(Miss Harrison then reviewed briefly some of the history of India for 
background purposes, commencing with British Queen Elizabeth, discovery - 
of sea passage to India by Hoey ieuee ss: Marco Polo's expedition, etc.) 


She continued: 


"The Kazan Bazaar in Moscow today is still known as the Chinese City 
and that was one of the centers of trade with the Far Hast long ago. 


The British were the first to use this sea trade route. The Portu- 
guese who discovered it next came into India, and the French following, 
all within a-hundred years. ‘The- French, Portuguese and British each 
set up their East India Company. The British settled around Calcutta; 
the: French on the East Coast of India and the Portuguese on the West 
Coast of India. At that time the Mogul Empire was in existence and was 


‘established by the Mohammedans several hundred years previously. It 


was the only Empire that was ever ablé to unite all the Indians. These 
Mohammedans who are still refusing to cooperate with the Hindus and the 
Indian Congress, are still the most up to date and able people in India. 
This Empire went down in the (18th century. 


"Seventy Princes would call in the Hast India Company officials and 
get ammunition, guns, etc. Every time the East India Co. would help 
them, they would get new grants. Finally the corruption and abuses ~ 
got so great in the British East India Company that their charter was 
revoked by the British Government and Queen Victoria took over and © 
that is how the British Government came into India. 
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became independent nations. 
: Anglo-Saxon commonwealth, particularly in Iraq and Egypt. I must say 


"Then there was the period. of Kipling, Lord Curzon, etc., when we 
talked about the white man's burden, Western finance for decadent .. 
peoples of the world, etc. . 


"It was our imperialism that got the place where we are living now 

for us. California and Texas were grabbed from Spain, which could be 
called nothing but imperialism. (NOTE: CALIFORNIA voted herself into 
U.S.) 


"We occupied Nicaragua for some 16 years; we occupied Haiti until re- | 
cently. We kept our protectorate for a long time over the Phillippines. 
The fate of that part of the world waits on the outcome of the war. 
That was an age of imperialism. We had the idea every great nation had 
to be self-sufficient. - 


"We realize now that isolationism is just a pipe dream. The British 
and French were doing the same thing. The French extended their empire 
in Africa where it was larger than the whole of the United States. We 
and the British began to think in the terms of a united world where 
there would be no more imperialism. President Wilson really started 
the mandate system.. Great Britain has consistently lived up to that 
idea of trusteeship. The other day we gave up Santa Domingo. The Bri- 
tish inherited Iraq. In old imperialism days, no onéwuld have given 
up that mandate. In 1929, Iraq was made a fully independent country 
and member of the League of Nations. In 1936 the British gave virtual 
independence to all countries and allowed Egypt, the Anglo-Egyptian Su- 
dan ~ all around the Suez Canal what amounted to independence. We no 
more have a British Enpire but a British Dominion on a purely voluntary 
basis, and now from it the British Commonwealth of Nations. 


"In 1929, the States of Westminster, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, 
.. This process has gone on naturally by the 

that due to a lot of double dealing for which the present British Gov- 
ernment is not responsible - that is Palestine. The British Government 
made promises both to. the Moslems and to the Jews which it couldn't keep. 
They have been a lot more honorable in India. Every British Government 
since the early twenties has progressively given India more independence. 
(Touched on sides 2 Chelsea and other reforms in India.) 


"In 1939, there was a system of dual Governnent fixed up in India, where- 
by reserve subjects were kept entirely for the British authorities, such 
as finance and exchange, the Army, etc. and particularly at the time of 
the administration of Ramsey MacDonald, a Commission was sent out to 
India under Sir John Simon, who drew up a plan for the eleven provinces. 
of India, giving them a workable plan. Also there was given a Chamber 
of Princes. That was nullified by the Indians themselves and not by 
Great Britain, largely because the Hindus and Moslems did not Brees 
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. One wanted to be represented by communities instead of population. 


"You must distinguish between Indian peoples. There are 700 leading 
Princes in India and that large third of India will have nothing to 
do with Mr. Ghandi. Each one of those Indian States has its own 
treaty with the British and it would not be possible for the British 
to turn all.of India over to the Indian Congress. The Anglo-Saxons 
want to be legal and the British would have to break their treaties 
with every Indian Prince. Look at it this way: The President has 
waited. three days to have those spies shot just because we want to 

be extra-legal. Then there are the untouchables. Hospitals, schools, 
etc., for them were furnished by the British. 


"The Moslems of India, Egypt, Afghanistan, Persia, are part of these. 
same Moslems in India. Anything in any of those countries effecting’ 
the Moslems, effects them also in India, and the other way round. 
Hyderabad (? ) is as large as all the British Isles. The Assan of 
Hyderabad is the richest man - he. has 200 ladies in his harem. Not 
many years ago, he took a caravan of 600 automobiles to. take his wives 
and entourage to Mecca, instead of going by sea as he formerly had 
done. The ladies had luxurious trailers. I can't begin to tell you 
all the luxuries they had. It cost him five million dollars to make 
the trip - units for ‘lighting, etc. 


(Miss Harrison told of ruby necklaces, with rubies as large as guinea 
hen's eggs; of rugs woven with real pearls, emeralds, rubies, diamonds 
and other fabulous riches she had seen when visiting estates of certain 
Indian Potentates.) She continued: 


“Sooner or later in the natural course of events there will certainly 


- be revolutions in those native states, but we don't want it just now. 
ine Princes of course don't want to lose their fabulous wealth. 


nat Kashmir, there used to be house boats (do not. ‘know if they are there 


since the war), on which you could live luxuriously, with wonderful 
food, with five servants for $100 a morith American money. I have been 


telling my husband we must go back some day. -I want him to.see it. 


"Al1 of Asia is overrun in times of war.by agents. In the last war, ~ 
the Germans. tried to get hold of the Mohammedans in the East and had 
their agents who spoke in their languages. In Persia the Germans spoke 
the language and were potential fifth columnists. Lawrence of Arabia . 
spoke the language too and that is why he was so successful. 


"When in Persia, I made a picture called "GRASS" which some of you may . 


have seen. In 1916-17, the British occupied Persia with troops. I knew 


we - 
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the son of the Shah of Persia and knew him very well when he was a lit- 
tle boy. 


"IT heard from the tribes I was among in Persia of this German spy. 
"ATEMAN" (?) is the Persian word for German. They sang about him in 
their songs. The German spy VASPOS (7?) was one of the most remarkable 
men, and was at one time German Consul.in a small city in Southern 

Persia called YZEZ.(?). Vaspos used to tell the tribes that the Kaiser 
was a Mohammedan himself and he was interested in freeing Islam. . No 

one hardly had seen a typewriter or knew anything about one, so Vaspos 
would go into his tent and take his typewriter which he kept secreted, 
and make a lot of noises on his typewriter, and come out and tell them 
that he had just received word from Berlin from the Kaiser to confer | 
decorations on the tribesmen. Finally the British caught him and put 

him in jail. He tried to bribe one of the guards but failed. He fasted 
during. the day time but was really getting food from the outside at night. 
Finally, the Persians thought he must be very weak from lack-of food and . 
paid less and less attention to him. Vaspos managed to stuff a dummy to 


‘ look like himself and with the help of friends who gave him a saw, he 


escaped. There are thousands of German agents just like him parading 
all over the Near Bast. I met him later after he had had malaria and 

he was raising Persian melons. I ran across Vaspos' widow later and we 
had a lot of correspondence. I asked her for Vaspos' memoirs as I 
thought they would make an exciting movie. But she was under Hitler and 
the poor woman was so terrified of the Nazis that she didn't dare let me 
have those memoirs. The Nazis have pushed. those people aside and they - 
actually starved to death, and I was told that Mrs. Vaspos was literally 


- starved to death, but I don't know just how true that is. The Nazis put 


in those dirty devils like Von Ribbentrop. 


- "Questions. followed as it was then 7:00 P.M. Miss Harrison responded 


in the main as follows: 


"T think the majority of the Princes will back Britain, America, and 

the United Nations with money, supplies and men. What will happen to 
Ghandi's men if. the men on the railroads, in the factories, clerks in 
government offices and so on all quit, and that would be terrible — 
turmoil, but that would not be quite as bad as having Gandhi inviting 
the Japanese into India. The Sikhs are very virile and. a very vital 

people and some of the Princes are Sikhs; they are fighters. 


"Tn Kashmir, the rulers of the people are Hindus and almost all of the 
people in that district are. Mohammedans. af 


"The Parsees in many ways are more advanced and are descendants of the 


old Zoroastrians of Persia. They are nearly all very rich and very old 
and. are largely around Bombay. They give their women more freedom; 
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they are allowed to meet their husbands and their friends at dinner 
and entertain. The Parsee group is almost entirely pro-British. Some 
are in Calcutta too. Among the better educated ‘Indians. there is quite 
a lusty Communist Party. 


"The Japanese student priests had a tremendous effect in Burma because . 
Burma is a Buddhist country; also in Mongolia and French Indo-China. 
But in India there are not so many Buddhists, | 


ma great friend of mine is Gertrude Evanston (7) who used to be assistant 
editor of "ASIA" and who is married to a Hindu, now in New York, and I 
would like.to have her opinion of India right now, . 


"Spectator seats for the Indian National Congress on eeigae are selling 
for $160. 


"Buddhism and Hinduism are Pacifist and their people are dreamers as a 
uy consequence, They don't make good executives and military men and that. 
“*gi8 where the Islams come in. They have their missionaries in Africa 

(Moslem) for example and convert African tribes and they make a much 
more aggressive and virile. people than the Hindus. - The Mohammedans 
_— don't want to be engulfed in this wave of intellectual, impractical 
_ theories. . 


"The average young Hindu wanted to go in for a university professorship, 
. daw, journalism, etc., but is not interested in anything practical. The 
_ British have been taking some to Britain to become technicians, machin- 
ists, etc. 


"55,000,000 untouchables would not have influence if the British had not 
always protected them and furnished schools, hospitals, etc., for them. 
They believe in independence of all Asiatic people, but would not want 

it achieved under a Gandhi Party, which might put them back where they 
were before. About 6,000,000 of them have been converted to Christianity. 


"The caste system and the unwillingness of the upper classes to cooperate 
makes it impossible for the British to have a universal public school 
system in India. ‘ 


"The British have largely prevented and discouraged child marriages. 

- The British introduction of sanitation has done so much to. prevent 

| ' bubonic plagues, cholera, ete., and actually removed some of the worst 
nee 2 plagues. 


"In India the Communist ioveneut is quite extensive, but the attitade 


_of the British toward the Communist movement is much more lenient than 
it was. I think we ought to apply it to ourselves, that we are with 
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certain nations of the world who wish to preserve their own forms of. 
Government and culture. They are all whether socialist, democratic 
like ourselves - they are all engaged in a common cause, fighting a 
common enemy, an enemy which demands uniformity with and submission 
to a political system and a cultural system. All the people who feel 
that we are rational allies in this present war - or so it. seems to 
me. 


"Poor old Gandhi has simply gone off his nut, or he is a traitor. I 
think people in England think Nehru is probably asking for more than 
they expect and perhaps for a bargaining reason and the Indian Congress 
may be subject to consideration, and if promise of independence is guar- 
anteed by the United States they may accept it. Indian troops are fight— 
ing in Egypt, Abyssinia and maybe in the Caucasus 


"I think General Wavell is doing all he can to take over and organize 
the Indian Army and take over storage, etc., if necessary, and I sus- rn: 
pect more Indian troops have been sent up into Persia to protect the 
oil fields. 


"Churchill may be in Moscow. I am so thrilled with the way the leaders Sy 
fly around these days. I want to telliyou a little story that makes me 
blush every time’ I think of it, if there are no more questions. When I 5 
was a girl in England, about 16 or 17 years of age, I must have been 

very giddy. My mother knew the mother of Winston Churchill intimately. 

‘She was American born as you know, and I went around with her quite a 

lot too. She had two sons, Randolph who was killed in the Boer War, and 

then Winston, who was also in the Boer War but not killed. He was then 

serving his first term in Parliament. At parties I went to,. he was. 


-usually there. He was very serious. I-didn't like him. He would take 


me. out to supper and discuss affairs of Europe and I would want him to 
notice a pretty dress I had on, or dance instead. He was an awful dancer- 
he would step on my feet and I would try to avoid him. My mother would 
tell me that I must remember that she and his mother were such good 
friends that I must be nice to Winston. Over and over she would tell me 
as I was leaving for a party to be nice to Winston. When I think of the 


' opportunities I had and missed, I blush, as he undoubtedly. is one of the 


greatest men in the world today. 


. August 19, 1942 


"'Miss Harrison!, as she is called, stated: (in part) — 


uy will try to give you an outline of what. you can eae in the months 
to come. 
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- "JT expect you have all been excited as I have been over the new Commando 


Raid on the Coast of France. It is really a glorified Commando Raid. 


(Described how she heard the first news of the Raid over the radio, and 
dashed out and was confronted with the Los Angeles Examiner headlines 
which she viewed as very misleading, and which were to the effect: 
FRANCE INVADED.) , 


"We have unnecessary censorship, she continued. The Army Public Infor- 
mation Department comes out and gives us a phoney picture - all proved 
to be manufactured a few days later - of arrows’ in fields. Information 
that comes from English papers I never get in the American papers at all, 
yet the Government allows the headlines "FRANCE INVADED!" TI think it is 
outrageous. Elmer Davis is doing his best no doubt, but there are too 
many irresponsible people running things at cross purposes, 


"The Raid interested me because I happened to know Lord Louis Mountbatten oe 


when I was a young girl in England years ago. He is very good looking, 
intelligent. Something few people know is that. he is really pure German. 
His father was the Prince of Battenberg, who married a daughter of old 
Queen Victoria. When the last war came; he had no intention of going 
back to Germany, but there was so much feeling that he changed his name 
to Mountbatten, but his name is really Batten and he is really German. 


"Then. Douglas. Fairbanks is in the American Section of the Commandos and 


‘that is quite interesting. I think Fairbanks is behaving wonderfully 


in this war, for a movie star. These are the only two I know. Some of 
you may know a chap by the name of Lawrence from Los Angeles, I. believe. 
Another interesting thing: This was a day raid. I just heard Harry 
Flannery over the air before I came down. Usually the Commandos blacken 
their faces when they go out on the night raids, but today they were 


painted green, tan and brown with streaks of white. (She described Dieppe 
as a delightful watering place where she had frequently stayed as a child; 


told of its dark brown sandy beach, white cliffs like Dover, topped with 
green fields, beautiful harbor, etc., and thought the paint on the faces 


of the Commandos tied in the sand, cliffs and fields of Dieppe very well.) 


I think the real menaing of this Commando Raid is that it was what you 
might call a dress rehearsal for an invasion. They had every kind of 
craft taking part, motor driven barges, escort warships, a curtain of 


bombers, fighting planes, tanks, etc. 


"As to the situation in the Solomon Islands, I do not know whether we 
are too optimistic or not. That is our first offensive. Midway and 
the Coral Sea were very effective defensive victories. I don't think 
we ought to be too optimistic about this Solomon Island business as yet. 
Since Pearl Harbor we have been on the defensive... . ‘ 
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"The Japanese are sitting still in the Aleutians. Their battle line has. 
blocked any chance of our giving aid to Russia by the North West. Passage. 
As their battle line, they have the Aleutians (pointing to large map of 
world), a broad gap of sea to the South to’Wake Island. We still hold 
Midway, Hawaii, Calmyra, Samoa. We still hold Fiji. Islands in the Bri- 
tish hands, and New Caledonia which we owe to the Free French. We have 
a very complete but thin line of defenses from Midway to Tasmanian Sea, 
which is.the high road over which we have to send our supplies for our 
fighting forces. 


(She elaborated on Japanese fortifying various Islands while Congress 
argued about fortifying Guam. ) 


"The Japanese defenses are scattered from the Aleutians (referring con- 
tinuously to map) - they took Wake long. ago, Marshall Islands, Carolinas, 
Canary Islands - if we had had Wake ‘fortified it would not have been so _ 
easy for them. The Japanese had done nothing but be doubtfully loyal to 
the allies in the last war. The Japanese have all the Netherlands East 
Indies today. The Solomon Islands are terrifically important. Undoubtedly 
the Japanese were going to Samoa if we hadn't taken the offensive. If we 
had let the Japanese sit on the Solomon Islands, they could have broken 
our communications in mare’ directions. 


"Australia is lacking in many raw materials that you must have have to 
fight a war. Australia is getting gas for the airplanes, oil, etc., from 
us. (Pointed out difficulties in obtaining oil from Persian Gulf, and 
Netherlands East Indies in hands of Japanese. ). 


nA great many people believe we are going to gradually take over these 
islands, island group by island groups. Barring the Japanese fleet's 
interferéfice, that would seem to be a way that might be completed by our 
grandchildren if then at all. (Quoted Rep. Diamond of Alaska and his. 
appeal for activity there, which she heard over the radio that day, she 
explained.) He, and it is my belief also, believes that we will have 

to concentrate enough of.our troops to make-a direct attack on Japan 
proper. This way (via Solomon Islands which she pointed to on map) is | 
along, long job. It is 4,000 miles by sea from Tokyo to the Solomons. 
It is 6,000 miles from ‘Los Angeles to Australia. From Kiska to Tokyo 

is only 1900 miles by air. If we could concentrate on Alaska, it seems 
to me we would have a chance of finishing the war in a much shorter time. 
The Solomon Islands is not strictly speaking a real offensive. Those 
are two definite possibilities you can look out for. 


KURUSU arid NOMURA have arrived back at the exchange point on the Coast 
of Africa. (Commented on their detention in Virginia up to this time.) 


- One of them I happen to know very well. JI met Admiral Nomura year ago. 


He is very intelligent and speaks English very, very well. He was con- 
sidered in Japan to be pro-British and pro-Western. I knew his wife and 
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I was in Berlin Korine the period of the Armistice folowing the last 


greater if India had been given her independence. 
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used to go to his house. I think he was a guileless person. I went 
with an. Englishman who was agent for Amstrong liquor in the East 
(meaning Orient I presume), to tea at Nomura's home. To shay you the . 
type of person Nomura is, he, went into convulsions of see: because 
this Englishman snowed how a monkey ate bananas. 


t 


war and a German Prince who was-Ambassador to Britain when war was de- 
clared, told me he was kept in complete ignorance of the Kaiser's plans | 
and actually heard of the war not through the: German but through the 
British Foreign Office. I think old Nomura was probably used tach the 
same way. I do not know so much about the other man (Kurusu). 


"J think there is no cause to be dismayed Sub the situation in India. 
I think it is ali for the best. I think the confusion might have been  ~ 


OR 


"Hindu women are kept in Pudah, which is called a harem in Turkey. There 
is a princess whom I knew when she was.a little girl, the daughter of © 

the former Sultan of Turkey, who used to live on the Riviera when I spent 
the winters there. I used to see her at Cannes, Ni.ce; etc., when a lit- 
tle girl. She married a Moslem, the richest man in India. She is a Euro- 
pean woman and she wanted to. teach the civilian defense, Red Cross work 
like we women do here, etc., to the Indian women. Finally (after getting 
nowhere) she induced her father to sponsor Red Cross, air raid warden 
deferise work study for the Indian women. They got a huge big hall in 
Hyderabad. The streets were cleared and soldiers stood on guard; no men. 
were allowed; the women came with their faces covered in special cars, 
etc. That was the way the Indian women met for Red Cross- work in that 
SenEaS UAC country. \ 


"Personally, I don't think the Japanese will attempt to invade India. 

I think the Chinese are so heartened by. American aid, and the Japanese 
have somany othér things to do now, and I don't think the Japanese will 
want to invade India because the policy of Gandhi would work against 
them in reverse if they ONS? nate noW. ’ 
"The situation in Russia is pretty bad and I don't think the most impor- 
tant part of the news is emphasized. The seriousness to the Russians 

is not the amount of territory but a curious distribution of things in 
Russia. The Germans now control all of the Ukraine, the Don River area 
and all this grain belt (pointing to map). One fourth of the population 
of the Soviet Union lives in that area, and in that area is 50% of their 
coal, 60% of their iron ore, 30% of their manganese, their entire supply 
of sugar. About 70% of their total wheat crop is inthe Ukraine and 
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. Kuban areas: about L0% of their oats, 45% of their barley. eee l 
F all of the supplies they reed to feed themselves come ‘from that area. 
Near Leningrad are forests. Consequently the European part of Russia 
is fed from the part that. Germany has taken. The people in the Ukraine 
are not real Russians but are known as "Little Russians" and have always | 
wanted to be independent from Moscow. . The Germans have moved not only 
Y - a great many Poles and Dutch farmers to the Ukraine, but the Ukrainians 
are cooperating. Even 150,000 in the Ukrainian Army are fighting with 
the Germans and they control that enormous wheat and ee producing 


area. Je a 
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"In the Kuban area is the meat — cauuee grazing country. 


"All supplies in Russia will be snpetonsas A big machine factories 
are located in European Russia. The “biggest locomotive works in all 
Russia are at Leningrad, which has been besieged for 15 months and no— 
é thing has come cut of it. The Germans have not let anything come out 
of it. One of the reasons that the Russians are pressing so hard for 
.the second front is because next winter there is going to be starvation 
and nearly all of their important munition factories have been put out 
‘of commission for one reason or another. Magnitorsk (?) has to supply ~ 
Eastern armies. Again they are up against ‘lack of railroad transporta- ; 
. tion. I guess the talk between Churchill and Stalin was more concerned ~ 
J with supplies than anything else. That is going to be a very important r 
matter in the months ahead. It is going to be more and more difficult 
for us to get them there. We don't need to send American . troops there 
but we have to keep those supplies open. 


"We have American experts and engineers on ‘this whole Iran saiipead 
(pointing to map) and a British Army in Iran, and American engineers in 
units. We are building a railroad from Bagdad and another from India 
to lead directly into Persia. I would not be at all surprised to see ae 
the Germans if they succeed to come across to the Caspian*Sea, which . 
would shut off this route of supplies into Russia. If the Germans got 
to the Caspian Sea they would wipe out any remains of the little Russian 
' Navy and bolster up their supplies, and sit in the Caucasus for the win- 
ter. - fh ' : 


° "There are 3 divisions of Poles who were taken prisoners by the Germans ; 
, and have been released to go and fight in Iran. The Black Sea will be 
the Germans' private Sea and they can get the oil out not only by tank 
cars, but they will be able to.send tankers and big barges across the 
Black Sea and up the Danube. It looks now like a reversal. Six months 
ago, it looked like the Germans would, be short on what the Russians are 
short on now. 
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"The United Nations are building a railroad which will run up the East 
- gide of the Caspian Sea to connect with the Trans-Siberian Railroad, | 
and that is our effort of last resort to get supplies in. ; 


‘iiss Harrison commented on newsphoto of Stalin, with Averill Harriman 
* seated at his right, and Churchill at Harriman's right, which she 
thought was clever propaganda for American consumption. ) 


"J: lived at large in Moscow and in prison for over two years. (She 
speculated°on the places Churchill might have stayed and described them 

as she saw them: Czar's palace turned into a museum, Metropole Hotel, , 
etc.) Moscow can be as hot as Los Angeles in the summer, so I am won— 

dering how Churchill got on with his zipperiisuits. They must have felt 

close to say the least. They say Moscow is a very sad place these days -. 
building. stopped, the much-publicized subway. was never. completed, and — 

so on. Now a serious food shortage is there. yh 8 2 


(Mentioned shift of General Auchinleck.) Egypt is at a standstill. I 
think what happens in Egypt is dependent upon what happens in Russia. . 
I was talking with a British officer the other day who gave me some < 
sidelights the other day. We don't know how many but we have a great 
many of our boys fighting in Egypt this minute. If Rommel should suc- 
ceed and break through and take the Suez Canal it would not be the end 
of all things. It would really put him in a rather. nasty spot. More 
than half of Africa (pointing it out on map) is solidly of the United 
Nations. “The Red Sea is no good to Germany if they get there, if the » 
United Nations are occupying all the shores. The Suez Canal won't be 
any more good to them than to us. The Arabian Moslems will be friendly 
to Britain if the Moslems of India are friendly. “3 


(Told again of going to Persia to make film "GRASS". Said she was en- 
tertained there by.a Shiek who entertained her and.another woman and 
man from Hollywood on what he considered a choice yacht, but in reality 
was an old, old excursion boat probably from Bombay.) == 


"J have ridden over every inch of the-country our engineers are now 
double. tracking on mule back. The thermometer is around 140 deg. in 
the shade this time of year. ‘There are no trees . » . Tribal people 
’. « « Fought over horses, their most prized possessions. I sewed up 
their wounds and did everything except pull teeth, which I refused 

to do. That is the country our men are working in in the Near East. 


"The Yugoslavs have a little second front all their own. I have - 
often. wondered how they were getting arms and ammunition. I will 7 
tell you. Every now and they you will read that the Chetniks have 

made a raid on one of those Adriatic ports. All of these ports now 
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are controlled by the Italians. The Chetniks make raids and whenever 
they do, a British submarine has slipped passed and they: unload and 
that is the way they have been fighting. Some day when we read the 
history of those British submarines it will be grand reading, but it. 
is one of the things we won't know until the end of the war. 


ny igi the vital and important. thing is that we have reached the 
stage of bombing raids of the British, American and Free French. We 
‘must have a supreme command. -Things went very badly in the last war 
until Foch was made the supreme commander. Before we commence real . 
invasion, we will have to have an allied command. 


"In this country, I think we will have to have a lot of eines before. / 
our war effort really counts and things are very sad. I have -no. doubt 
we can win this war, but do we want it to last ten years, or two or. 
three years? We are falling down on production. There is a. tremendous 
amount of confusion in Washington which ought to be cleared up at once. 
Congress is afraid of labor until the elections are over in November. 
The Navy took over the General Cable Company. We have talked and dis- 
cussed and got’ hot under . the collar over, jurisdictional strikes, but 
we have done nothing about it because everyone in Washington is thinking 
of their own political fence. Shortages are more imagined than real. 
My husband and I- iknow a man who manufactures. precision instruments for 
.airplanes. , They require very high grade metals and one thing is stain- 
less steel. It is as much as his life is worth, he told.us, to get 
‘ stainless steel. And that is just one little instance I happen to know 
of. He has the priority but he is told it isn't there.. He is told that - 
the Navy peace time specifications have not been changed.. We are still 
building ships that veduire: all pantry aye, must be built of stainless 
steel, - : ‘ 


"We only produced 4,000 planes in May which jis not up‘ to the Picdidentts 
quota at all. I wanted to tell you this, but I haven't time to talk 
about this country as much as I would like to.. I live on Formosa Street 
in Hollywood. A beautiful big Cadillac came along the other day. A 
handsome man stepped out, asked if I was a householder: and I said that 
Iwas. He said, "I want you to vote for me". I just thought - a Cadil- 
lac car ~ tires -.a big husky man finds nothing better to do than ask. 
women to vote for him - that is typical of some of the things that are 
wrong with us in this country today.. 


{ 
Kod 


(As her hour had elapsed, she followed with sustonary ‘period of ques- 
tions.) (She replied in part as follows: ) 
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“HAs to exactly who should be the Supreme Commander, I am not sure’ that 


I know. I do not think the President of the United States should be 
the Supreme Commander because I think most emphatically we should have 
a military man. War is a highly technical business and war should be 
run by a highly technical person. I question the wisdom.even of making 
our President our Comnander-in-Chief. General Eisenhower, General . 
MacArthur, General Wavell - none are particularly outstanding, but Foch 
was not outstanding particularly when he started out. 7 


"As to Madagascar: Madagascar offered no resistance and it has been ° 
simple routine as the South Africans largely have Madagascar. The 


South African Union is composed of the original British Colony and the 
‘various Boer States that were taken into the South African Union after 


the Boer War. The Boers are very tenacious and hold on to their langu-_ 
age and are like the Ukrainians and would rather have the Germans come 


, in and get a dubious. independence. The best of the Boers do not believe 


that way. General Smuts does not believe that way. He believes in the 
Union of South Africa, That feeling was stronger before the war broke 
out than since, - nS ms 


"I believe that after the war is over there should be no. European domina- 
tion of any of the peoples of Asia. The fate of all the peoples of the 
world hangs on kéeping order in India. I don't think any foreign powers 
Should own a foot of soil in the East. I should think. the Chinese should 


| favor that winning of the war now. (NOTE: This questioned concerned 


Chinese pleas for independence for India now which are being featured 

here in Los Angeles). I wrote books against foreign ownership in the Far: 
East years ago. In the present emergency there has got to be a fence put 
against. the Japanese from overrunning other countries and joining Germany. 


‘India should be kept in order and in line with the Allies. What news we 


get from China is fragmentary. What we get in our papers is often very 
anti-British. I think we have many fifth columnists. Don't believe all 
you hear about China because it may not be so. kes oe 


' "As to our giving up extra-territoriality in China, we have never given 


up extra-territoriality in China, but after the Boxer War we gave up 
Boxer indemnities, but Britain, Australia, etc., collected long indemni- 


, ties in China and that was part of the reason the British took over 


Chinese customs. We gave our indemnities back to China for educational - 
purposes. We have never given up extra-territoriality. We never took 
over extra-tenitorial indemnities Like the British. The Japanese now 
Occupy the Coast cities and there is no foreign settlement because of 
Japanese occupation. - ; 3 
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H “Of course I think neutrality of Southern Ireland is a menace to us as’ 

le well'as to the British, most emphatically. During’ the last war we had 

Se . the right to use their Southern Ports and their West Coast, and now we 

by - have to go all the way to Londonderry instead. German raids might be. 

initiated from Southern Ireland, but there is nothing we can do about 

' it because we are the gentlemen - we in the United Nations - and respect 
.the rights of neutrals. It.is only the robber nations who do not re- 

Spect these rights. - — -: 


‘tDeValera's mother is Irish, but his father must ‘have’ been partly - 
Spanish and there is a great deal of Spanish blood in the South of Ire- 
land. DeValera lived in this country for a time.. Folowing the Battle 
of the Boyne, many went to Spain, married and returned later ‘to Ireland. 
There ere some people that are so passionately nationalistic that they 
help the enemy toward a doubtful independence, — 


fos a (She told.a story an Irish woman who had just returned from Mass. told 

| her, and which. Miss Harrison stated might be one of those originals _ 2 4 
everyone was telling in Hollywood for all she knew, but which was to 
the effect: This Irish. woman who had been to Mass met an Irishman who. 

. was extremely anti-British, and who when she challenged him as to what 

the Irish would do when the Germans moved.in replied: "Why, why the 

i British would never let that ae She felt many of. the Irish had ; 

"2 that attitude. ) ‘ 

i "As to the Italins being eamtvat! the United Nations, I do not feel that 
the Italian people are. I was in Italy in 1939, just. two weeks before - 
up to two weeks before war broke out. I speak Italian as well as. I . 

) speak English. My fascist friends loathed the partnership with Hitler. 
They wanted a war with France for Corsica. I have letters from Italians 
and I feel terribly »sorry for they are worn out. They are in a very 
tragic and dreadful position. I saw Mrs.. Hess was visiting Etta (daugh- 

‘ ter of Mussolini ) in Italy, who had quite an affair with Hess we are told. 


"She-again thanked her audience for atteriding this series and concluded ( 
this session promptly at “2s a P.M" 


No further: coverage will be made on lectures of Subject 
' MARGUERITE ‘BLTON HARRISON Baen BLAKE, with. —— for the time being. 
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